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A democratic Venezuela is possible
The American political campaign has
taken an unexpected turn with the
inclusion of Kamala Harris, altering
markets and adding uncertainty to
an outcome that was almost
resolved. The world is once again
paying attention to what happens
there, as it will have effects on the
global political and economic system.

Many of these events will be analyzed
in this issue, but I will focus on one that
is central to the Latin American
region: the attempted electoral fraud
in Venezuela and the possibility of
that country returning to the
democratic path.

Julián Obiglio

Welcome to issue number 5 of
AGENDA! In the July/August issue of
our magazine, we offer excellent
contributions from outstanding
Western leaders who share their
ideas and proposals from Argentina,
Bolivia, Chile, Colombia, Spain, the
United States, Uruguay, and
Venezuela. They invite us to reflect on
many topics of global and regional
current affairs.

Many incredible events have
occurred in the last 30 days. Among
them are the attack on President
Trump, President Biden's withdrawal
from his candidacy, the attempted
electoral fraud in Venezuela, the two
elections in France, the change in the
presidency of Mercosur, and the
election of new authorities in the
European Union.
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Most countries have recognized
Edmundo González as the truly
elected president and have rejected
the self-proclaimed triumph of the
Caribbean dictator. But also, at this
point, no one doubts that Maduro is a
dictator and that he will try to stay in
power using any argument and
violating any rule that stands in his
way.

It is now evident that the legitimate
electoral records are in the hands of
the democratic opposition and that
the government has no legal and
transparent mechanism to
demonstrate that the election result is
the one it is trying to defend. The
mask has fallen, and the dictator has
been exposed to the entire global
democratic community.

Now, we must ask ourselves if
Veneuela can return to a democratic
system.  I have no doubt that it can
and it will. The Venezuelan people are
massively demanding it, and the
dictatorship has no way to sustain the
simulation of a democratic
government he wants to establish.
On the other hand, the governments
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of the region can no longer
accommodate the waves of
Venezuelan immigrants fleeing their
country, much less the invasion of
drug trafficking from Venezuela,
where it operates with total freedom
and impunity.

I have no doubt that the situation is at
the limit of sustainability and that we
are very close to a concerted regional
action for Maduro and his cronies to
leave the government and allow
institutional reconstruction.

Venezuela and its opposition leaders
possess a democratic culture, and
they will quickly organize a coalition
government to establish an
economic and social program to
move their country forward.
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AGENDA magazine and its team are at the disposal of the cause of freedom
and democracy, and we will work to provide updated information on this
situation to each of our allies and readers in the United States, Europe, and Latin
America.

We start this 5th issue with the monthly reflections of the Director of the Adam
Smith Center for Economic Freedom, Carlos Díaz-Rosillo, who offers us
unmissable considerations on the effects of the attack on President Trump.

Then, we continue with a powerful article sent by the former President of Bolivia,
Jeanine Añez, from the prison where she is illegally detained. Do not miss all the
content of our AGENDA. Enjoy the reading!
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Carlos Díaz-Rosillo, Ph.D.

On Which Side is the Violence?
For years, President Trump’s enemies
have labeled him as a violent
politician. In several of the legal (and
political) cases against him, he is
accused of inciting violence. However,
it was the former president who was
the victim of violence himself, not its
perpetrator. And how could it not be,
when his detractors repeatedly
accuse him of being a threat to
democracy and global stability, a
dictator, and who knows how many
other incendiary claims? 

"Trump has been shot"… "Trump has
been evacuated from the stage"… The
initial news on social media were
confusing, as images of the former
President bringing his hand to the
side of his face, surrounded by Secret
Service agents trying to move him
away from the area where the shots
were fired, shocked the world.

The attempt on the life of President
Trump took place one month ago,
but so much has happened since
then, that it already feels like an
eternity. Political analysts and pundits
immediately began to speculate how
this event could or should change
Donald Trump. They seem to have all
agreed on an expectation of
moderation because of the attack.
However, all signs point in a different
direction. Here are some reflections
on the matter.
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The Same Trump!
Monthly ref lect ion

Director of the Adam Smith Center
for Economic Freedom (FIU).
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It was only a matter of time before
someone tried to eliminate him. His
opponents have tried to do so
morally, legally, media-wise, politically,
and now physically. No one has
succeeded.

From Leader to Myth
The attack also has provided a
powerful narrative about Trump's
resilience and courage, which could
galvanize his base even further and
attract undecided voters who value
his leadership qualities. But it can be
more than that. In a cultural
environment where spiritual and
religious dimensions occupy a central
space in our political discourse, what
happened to him takes on a mystical
dimension.

The bullets fired at Trump did not
achieve the goal of eliminating him,
but this was not the result of a Secret
Service intervention or a shooter’s aim
failure. There was more than one
bullet aimed accurately at the former
president’s head, and he, inexplicably,
with a slight movement, avoided 
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being hit. Immediately after the
attempt on his life, social media was
filled with images suggesting a
miracle, a true divine intervention. This
idea is very powerful. A leader to
whom people attribute superior
protection becomes a mythical figure.

The religious allusions, invoking a
miracle in Trump’s survival, brought
the religious question back to the
center of the political debate as a new
ratification of the Republican
candidate's stance, representing an
important segment of the population
that precisely expects its leaders to
profess and defend religious
principles.

"The attack has
provided a powerful

narrative about
Trump's resilience

and courage”

AGENDA ISSUE 5  -  JULY  2024

American Values
Regardless of where the average
observer stands on the political
spectrum, the images of Trump 



raising his bloodied fist and cheering his supporters after the attack moved
America and the world. Without the need for explanations or arguments, they
have become, for his supporters, a symbol of his ability to face adversity. This
kind of iconography, which will undoubtedly be used by his campaign, can
elevate a political figure to an almost-legendary status. This was evident not only
in his immediate reaction to the attack, but also in the days following it, as he
maintained his public activities intact.

In all his actions, his supporters have seen in Trump the strength, courage, and
resilience that he himself defends as essential American values. It will now be
easier for him to present himself as a leader who defends and fights for his
people (even when his life is at risk) and who invites them to stand up in the
most adverse circumstances, raising their fist to fight for the country: fight! fight!
fight!

For these reasons, all indications suggest that his supporters want the same
Trump as always: one who will campaign as the champion of the forgotten
men and women of this country, who defends the founding principles that
made the United States of America the greatest country in the world.
Therefore, despite calls from analysts and pundits for him to change, it is
important to understand why Donald Trump's voters do not want him to do so.
Instead, they want him to continue to fight for them. That is why this attack has
reaffirmed, for millions of Americans, why they voted to elect him the 45th
President of the United States and why millions more will likely vote to make
him the 47th, despite all the odds against him.
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Is made possible thanks to our partners:



A few months  ago ,  the  world  witnessed
President  Luis  Arce ’ s  at tempt  at  a  se l f-coup,
marked by  tragicomic  s i tuat ions  that
highl ighted  the  lack  of  po l i t ica l
inst i tut ional ism in  the  country .

To  better  understand what  i s  happening ,  former
President  Jeanine  Áñez ,  a  pol i t ica l  prisoner
under  the  Evo Morales  –  Luis  Arce  duo ,  shares
her  re f lect ions  on the  cr i t ica l  economic  and
socia l  moment  in  her  country ,  the  evident
human r ights  v io lat ions  against  opponents ,  and
the  need for  a  united  opposi t ion with  the
central  goal  o f  recovering fu l l  democracy .

President  Áñez  manages  to  reach us  by
navigat ing  the  restr ict ions  imposed on her  and
courageous ly  sends  us  her  handwrit ten
ref lect ions  from the  prison  where  she  is
i l legal ly  detained .

Jeanine 
Añez Chávez
Former President of
Bolivia and political
prisoner of the 
MAS regime.

Bolivia: between injustice
and economic crisis
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should be obvious, but what is
evident is the inevitable interference
of politics in the judiciary.

The ideal society has an independent
judicial system. Given our reality, this
seems impossible. Judicial pragma-
tism to serve political power is blatant,
and this is said by a political prisoner
suffering from the impotence of not
finding a due process window to
prove her innocence and ensure fair
trials in accordance with the
Constitution. They do not practice (at
least, not in my case) physical torture,
but they do apply “white torture,”
ordering judges and prosecutors to
make unfounded accusations,
inventing crimes, creating exhausting
trial schedules, and issuing illegal
sentences. They have no respect for
due process, as their primary focus is
to follow political instructions,
disregarding legality. The intention is
to cause stress, nerves, and anxiety—
emotional instability. Thus, they exert
pressure, and as a result of the distress
and oppression, they obtain
confessions of guilt from political pri-

      olitical persecution, punishment of
critical media, judicial immorality, and,
worse, "self-extended" judicial authori-
ties have led to the worst judicial crisis
in our history.

The Constitutional Court, far from
being a guarantor of constitutional
compliance, has become the most
effective operational arm of the
government: it performs a legal-
political function in favor of the ruling
party. Unfortunately, it is ineffective in
legal matters but highly efficient in
political ones. Judges should be there
to protect individuals' rights, which

P

"The Constitutional
Court, far from being a

guarantor of constitutional
compliance, has become the
most effective operational
arm of the government: it
performs a legal-political

function in favor of
the ruling party”
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We also face an economic crisis that
the government systematically deni-
es. We have a broken model disa-,
ppearing reserves, a shortage of
dollars and fuel, and a parallel market
with a much higher exchange rate
than the official price. The lack of
confidence among Bolivians in the
government is growing daily, and this
must end. Bolivian families are
suffering, but Luis Arce's government
refuses to acknowledge the crisis
affecting all sectors. The level of denial
is so extreme that it does not even
seek corrective measures for its failed
model, the so-called "process of
change" or "Economic, Social Co-,
mmunity, and Productive Model."

Economic analysts recommend
urgent measures: closing unprofitable
public enterprises, reducing public
spending, the scandalous spending
on presidential propaganda and
hydrocarbon subsidies, and finding
ways to attract rather than repel
investors. Sadly, many workers and
entrepreneurs have already seen
opportunities in neighboring Para-
guay, choosing to migrate or leave. 

soners intimidated by abuse against
themselves and their families. Some
comply, worn out by injustice, and
thus achieve the sought-after
freedom. They are white-collar excu-
tioners, and many political prisoners
are victims of this behavior.

We have a weak government, but
that makes it dangerous because it is
authoritarian and abusive, driven by
its own weakness. The people cry out
for judicial reform, but Luis Arce and
his government are not interested;
they prioritize their political calcula-
tions. Through trickery, they stall the
process in the Legislative Assembly,
using resources precisely before the
Constitutional Court, which now
shows it has more power than the
primary state power. We are living in
an interwoven power structure and a
confusing plot of usurpation of
functions.
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ge is knowing how to manage
scarcity. Both came to the national
government in 2006, both are
responsible for Bolivia's crisis, and both
need to leave by 2025. Arce is out of
touch and far from the people and
thus downplays the discontent
among Bolivians over the high cost of
living. Bolivians are not foolish; Evo and
Arce are MAS, the irresponsible ones
who squandered Bolivia’s resources.

And it’s not that they weren’t warned,
but ironically, they are blamed for
"lying and frightening" the Bolivian
people. Evo Morales and Luis Arce
inherited a country full of gas. One
was President, and the other was
Minister of Economy, but with them
came wastefulness. They built large
airports with no population or
legitimate cargo to transport—such
as Chimoré—palaces, planes, luxury
cars, synthetic grass sports fields, and
more.

Now, in their internal dispute, both
blame each other for the disaster. Evo
claims Arce is a bad President, while
Arce blames Evo for the debacle due
to a lack of investment. Arce cynically
tries to convince us that he only
arrived in 2020 and was unaware of
what was happening, even though
he was the Minister of Economy for 14
years under Evo Morales and the
head of the economic team—
essentially the "ideologist" of the
model.

It is clear that with resources, anyone
can be a good manager. The challen-
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"It is clear that with
resources, anyone can 
be a good manager. The

challenge is knowing 
how to manage scarcity...”
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Now, Evo Morales has the audacity to
fight once more for another
presidential candidacy, and even
more implausibly, he promises to
solve the problems of justice and the
economy when he was responsible
for destroying them! As if that weren’t
enough, he also disregards the
Political Constitution of the State,
which he had approved in 2009 - and



which led to deaths in Sucre-La Calancha - and establishes a five-year
presidential term with only one re-election. Morales was President since
2006, meaning that by the 2019 elections, he already had an illegal
presidential term, but with his ambition for unlimited power, he cared little
for respecting the law, seeking a fourth term. The Constitutional Court at that
time was at his command and enabled him to be a candidate despite the
binding referendum of February 21, 2016, where more than 50% of Bolivians
said no to indefinite re-election and to changing the Constitution to enable
him.

For all these reasons, the opposition political class must act united in the 2025
elections. We need to redirect our democracy, face significant challenges,
and seek sustainable solutions for stability and development. Bolivia needs a
committed leader who can offer a strategy to save the country. Bolivians are
optimistic about a better future. We want institutions represented by serious,
respected, and deserving professionals who are not manipulated by current
politicians who use them and discard them when they are no longer useful.

We demand unity to definitively end the MAS political cycle that has caused
so much damage to Bolivians. We demand political leaders to rise above
their personal ambitions, seek the greater good, and shed arrogance by
dispersing votes. We demand that opposition political leaders set aside their
personal ambitions and realize that Bolivians do not want political prisoners
or exiles because that is not democracy.
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After  the  two rounds  of  French e lect ions ,  where
within a  week ,  there  was  a  shi f t  from an extreme
right  v ictory  to  a  le f t  one ,  i t  i s  appropriate  to  re-
examine what  i s  happening in  our  societ ies  and the
representat ion issues  facing moderate  coal i t ions .

Spanish  Deputy  Aurora Nacarino-Brabo ref lects  on
this ,  not ing  that  despite  not  achieving the  seats
needed to  form a  government  in  the  second round of
the  e lect ions ,  the  extreme r ight  remained the  most
voted  force .  This  indicates  that  their  support  i s  so l id
and that  they  s t i l l  have  considerable  room to  grow.

She  a lso  explains  that  unti l  we understand the
causes  o f  the  socia l  d iscontent  driving the  r ise  o f
anti-system opt ions ,  i t  wi l l  be  very  di f f icul t  for
tradit ional  part ies  to  regain center-right  majori t ies ,
and thus ,  po larizat ion wi l l  cont inue to  shape
pol i t ica l  act ion .

Aurora 
Nacarino-Brabo
Deputy in the Spanish
Parliament (Madrid -
Popular Party PP). 
Analyst at Reformismo21
Foundation. Journalist 
and political scientist.

France and the elasticity
of the “sanitary cord”



seats, but its support is solid: the
extreme right remained the most
voted force in the second round, with
over ten million votes and 37% of the
vote; far ahead of the seven million
obtained by the New Popular Front
and the 6.3 million for Ensemble.

RN had eight seats in 2017 and now
has 143. For now, France will not have
a radical right prime minister, but if
the socioeconomic causes driving its
rise are not addressed, there will come
a day when the 'republican shield' will
not be enough to prevent its access to
government. A sanitary cordon may
work to isolate a smaller party, but
attempting to exclude four out of ten 

       urope is shifting, but it's not clear in
which direction. In France, the so-
called Republican Front has mana-
ged to block the extreme right Natio-
nal Rally (Reagrupamiento Nacional -
RN), which was the leading force in
the first round of the legislative
elections but fell to third place in the
second and final round.

The victory has gone to the New
Popular Front, a coalition including
Mélenchon's France Insoumise, the
Socialist Party, the Communists, and
the Greens. The second position went
to Ensemble, the bloc led by Macron's
party, which managed to stem its
decline from the first round of voting
and could play a significant role in the
new executive that will coexist with
the presidency at the Élysée.

However, we should be cautious
before celebrating a "republican
revolution" that would have
transformed France in the span of a
week. Coordinated voting and
mobilization of abstainers have
managed to hinder RN in terms of 
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" France will not have
a radical right prime
minister, but if the

socioeconomic causes
driving its rise are not

addressed, there will come
a day when the 'republican

shield' will not be enough ...”
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ty - that exclude each other. Their
criticism focuses not so much on
specific policies but on the system
itself, and their disagreements are
expressed in terms of deep values.
Both RN and Mélenchon's LFI fit this
description of anti-system parties
separated by a doctrinal and
ideological chasm, and Macron's
temporary alliance with the New
Popular Front will only be viable if it
manages to articulate a moderate
government that renounces LFI's
radical program and occupies the
center-left.

For many French people, LFI's
interventionism and antisemitism are
no less alarming than Le Pen's
protectionism and racism. Proof of
this is that the NFP lost two million
votes between the first and second
rounds, suggesting that many center
voters preferred to abstain where
Ensemble withdrew its candidates
rather than vote for the left bloc. 54%
of Ensemble voters supported NFP
candidates where coordination of the
republican vote was demanded,
compared to 72% of Left voters who
did the same with center candidates.

voters from the institutions perma-
nently resembles digging a trench in
the middle of society rather than a
democratic prophylactic measure. It
raises an uncomfortable question:
How militant can a democracy be
before falling into anti-democratic
attitudes?

France has become a political case of
what Sartori called "polarized plura-
lism," with bilateral oppositions - that
is, on both sides of the governing par-
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But Macron's position is fragile, and this weakening of the center is also
characteristic of polarized pluralism, which generates centrifugal dynamics and
incentivizes irresponsible oppositions and over-promising politics: as extreme
parties know they have a small chance of governing, they radicalize their
rhetoric and promises without accountability, while the center bears all the
burden of governance.

While awaiting government formation, the left is gaining in France, as it did
recently in the United Kingdom. But the reactionary tide has not yet reached its
high-water mark. Until we address the causes of the discontent driving it,
polarization will continue to govern Europe.
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Why are  o i l  and gas  so  important  to  the  s tate
of  Oklahoma? What  regulat ions  has  the  federal
government  implemented ,  and how have  they
impacted  the  local  industry?  What  ro le  do
renewable  energy  sources  p lay?

In  h is  art ic le ,  L ieutenant  Governor  Pinnel l
addresses  a l l  these quest ions ,  providing a
c lear  descr ipt ion of  the industry 's
s igni f icance to  h is  state  (which represents
22% of  the state ’s  economic act iv i ty )  and the
importance of  having appropriate  regulat ions
that  do not  harm product ion,  export ,  and job
creat ion.

Matt
Pinnell
Lieutenant Governor 
of Oklahoma. He 
served as National 
State Party Director 
(Republican National 
Committee) and State 
Chairman (Oklahoma 
Republican Party).

Fueling America: Why the oil and
gas industry needs our support
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approximately 8% of the nation's GDP.
It supports more than 10 million jobs
across the country, encompassing a
diverse range of occupations from
engineers and technicians to truck
drivers and administrative staff.
Without the production of oil and
natural gas in the United States, we
would quickly become dependent on
foreign supply. It is because of our oil
and gas industry that we are an
energy-independent nation.

I have the honor of serving the great
State of Oklahoma, where the oil and
gas industry has deep roots. In 2023,
the industry had a total economic
impact of $55.7 billion in Oklahoma,
accounting for 22% of statewide
economic activity. $1 in $5 of total
statewide household income came
from oil and gas, and the industry
generated a record-breaking $2.9
billion in tax contributions, providing
crucial sales tax dollars needed to fund
our schools, bridges, and roads. Home
to industry leaders like OG&E and
Devon, oil and gas is a way of life in
Oklahoma, and I have personally 

   t has been said that oil is the lifeblood
of industrialized nations, and in the
United States, that has certainly rung
true. From powering homes and
businesses to fueling transportation
and driving innovation, the
significance of this industry resonates
throughout every facet of American
life. The future of the United States is
dependent on the health of our oil
and gas industry, and now, more
than ever, we must give the industry
our support.

America is the world’s leading
producer of oil and natural gas.
According to the American
Petroleum Institute, the industry
contributes over $1.7 trillion to the U.S.
economy annually, equivalent to 
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In January, the Biden Administration
announced a temporary pause on
pending decisions on exports of  
Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) to Non-
Free Trade Agreement Countries,
imposing negative implications for
the nation’s economy and energy
security. LNG exports are a vital
component of America's energy
strategy, bolstering domestic
production, supporting job growth,
and reducing trade deficits. By
limiting LNG exports, the
administration is stifling economic
opportunities for American workers
and businesses. Additionally, LNG
exports play a crucial role in
enhancing global energy security by
providing alternative sources of
energy to countries seeking to
diversify their supplies and reduce
reliance on less stable regions. 

witnessed the blood, sweat, and tears
that go into powering our world.

While oil and gas is the number one
industry in Oklahoma, that doesn’t
hold us back from taking an “all of the
above” approach to energy.
Oklahoma’s energy expertise extends
well beyond traditional energy to
geothermal, solar, and wind. With our
diverse energy portfolio and
abundance of wind and sunshine,
Oklahoma is the ideal location for
renewable energy operations. 40% of
Oklahoma’s total electricity is
generated from renewable resources,
and we rank third in the U.S. for
installed wind capacity and sixth for
solar potential. We choose to
embrace multiple forms of energy
without stifling others.
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"By limiting LNG exports,
the administration is

stifling economic
opportunities for American

workers and businesses.”
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Maintaining a steady course of LNG exports is essential for promoting
economic prosperity and strengthening America's position as a global energy
leader.

I urge President Biden to follow in the footsteps of Oklahoma – to take an
approach to energy that embraces both the oil and gas industry and
nontraditional resources. A diverse energy plan would enhance energy security
and promote economic growth, all while moving toward a more sustainable
future. Instead, Biden’s energy plan has made oil and gas harder to produce
and more expensive to purchase. Since his first day in office, when he shut
down the Keystone XL pipeline and eliminated 11,000 good-paying American
jobs, his administration has unnecessarily attacked the oil and gas industry. We
must rally together to fight for the industry that powers our world. The future of
the United States depends on it.
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Once again ,  the  Venezuelan dictator  Maduro uses
any mechanism,  legal  or  i l legal ,  to  retain  his
country ' s  government ,  prevent  the  opposi t ion 's
victory ,  and,  with  i t ,  the  return of  democracy .

The recent  e lectora l  scandal  has  been ev ident ,
and the ent ire  world  is  witness ing i t .  The
opposit ion coal i t ion,  led  by  brave Venezuelan
cit izens ,  i s  desperate ly  seeking internat ional
support  to  prevent  th is  e lectora l  f raud from
being conf irmed.

One of  these  leaders ,  Deputy  Delsa  Solorzano,
of f ic ia l  spokesperson before  the  Venezuelan
electoral  body ,  explains  the  attempted fraud and
makes  a  powerful  ca l l  to  the  international
community .

Electoral fraud in Venezuela

Delsa 
Solorzano
Representative of Edmundo
González Urrutia's campaign 
and spokesperson for the
Democratic Unitary Platform
before the National Electoral 
Council (CNE) of Venezuela.
President of the Encuentro 
Ciudadano Party of Venezuela. 
Former Deputy. HHRR activist.



          fter 25 years of oppression amidst
a terrible economic, political, social,
and migratory crisis, Venezuelans
have finally been able to exercise our
right to choose the destiny of our
nation.

On July 28, the Venezuelan people
strongly expressed their desire for
change in the country. Preceded by a
sui generis electoral campaign,
without financial resources, without
publicity, and surrounded by all kinds
of obstacles imposed by the
dictatorship, which also had to face
brutal repression, including dozens of
political prisoners, the presidential
candidacy of Edmundo González,
backed by María Corina Machado
and the leaders grouped in the
Democratic Unitary Platform,
prevailed with a significant margin.
However, Nicolás Maduro, instead of
respecting the popular mandate,
opted for blatant theft.

Maduro's regime employed various
illegal tricks during election day. First,
faced with the flood of opposition
voters, the process was delayed, using 

22

the government's control over the
electoral body, whose president was
formerly a legal advisor to Miraflores.
Then, various actions were taken
against opposition witnesses to
prevent them from obtaining the
electoral records that prove the results.
 
Despite what happened, and thanks
to the bravery and commitment of
our witnesses, we have managed to
obtain, so far, more than 74% of the
electoral records, which prove an
opposition victory in all states of the
country. As we have pointed out and
verified, after analyzing these records,
candidate Edmundo González obtai-
ned more than 6 million votes, a
difference of about 4 million compa-
red to Nicolás Maduro.
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Edmundo González's victory spans all social strata of the population, even
among the most impoverished, who were often victims of intimidation by
violent groups and the blackmail of social aid or crumbs granted by the
government.

The electoral records that demonstrate the opposition's victory are available to
various governments in the region and the world. Anyone who wishes to verify
them can access the site: 
https://resultadospresidencialesvenezuela2024.com.

Despite this evidence, the National Electoral Council (CNE) declared Nicolás
Maduro the winner without delivering or showing the records supporting this
fraudulent announcement. This blatant theft has sparked protests throughout
the country, which have been fiercely repressed by the dictatorship, resulting in
several fatalities. Most of those protesting today come from the country's
popular neighborhoods, tired of living in the misery brought on by so-called 21st-
century socialism.

The determination of the democratic unity leaders is to ensure that the will of
the Venezuelan people is respected. For this, we need the support of all
governments and democrats in Latin America and the world. Today,
Venezuelans are fighting once again for our freedom. We will achieve it. Let the
world raise its voice in our support.
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What is  happening in  our  countries  that  make
societ ies  fee l  d ivided into  groups  with  opposing
ideas  and posi t ions ,  seemingly  without  the
possib i l i ty  o f  reconci l iat ion?  Has  i t  a lways  been this
way?

Ambassador  Guelar  indicates  that  in  the  last  twenty
years ,  the  West  has  lost  leadership ,  and the  main
pol i t ica l  coal i t ions  o f  the  b ig  “center”  have
disappeared .  This  has  caused tradit ional  po l i t ica l
forces  to  fa i l  to  retain  voters  with  more  extreme
posi t ions  within their  s tructure .

In  his  opinion,  because  o f  this  and the  new
chal lenges  a  g lobal ized  world  presents ,  po l i t ica l
r isks  and problems have  emerged for  which no c lear
response  is  yet  in  s ight .

Diego R.
Guelar
Argentinian. Author of
numerous books. Former
Deputy. He has served as
Ambassador to the USA,
the European Union,
Brazil ,  and China.
Member of the Honor
Council of the Union of
Latin American Parties
(UPLA).

The West divided
by a fracture



   he Western world is imploding due
to a very deep crisis. At a time when
we need the greatest cohesion to
face competition with the East (led by
China), we are fracturing, breaking
the tradition of coexistence among
conservatives, liberals, socialists, and
social Christians. Under the democra-
tic umbrella, these tendencies “con-
verged to the center” and isolated the
left and right extremes.

In the last twenty years, we have
become more dogmatic, and the
main leaders have lost their ability to 
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bring people together. Center-right
leaders could not encompass those
aligned with the extreme right, and
the same happened with center-left
leaders, who lost their influence over
the radical left.

In the last decade of the previous
century, for example, Europe was led
by a combination of two Christian
Democrat leaders - Helmut Kohl in
Germany and Giulio Andreotti in Italy
-, two socialists - François Mitterrand in
France and Felipe González in Spain -,
a conservative in England - Margaret
Thatcher - and Jacques Delors as
President of the European
Commission. This was a combination
of different personalities and ideolo-
gies that could come together to
work on a common project: the
European Union.

In Latin America, Carlos Menem
(Argentina), Vicente Fox (Mexico), Julio
Sanguinetti (Uruguay), Fernando H.
Cardoso (Brazil), and Ricardo Lagos
(Chile) combined—with their ideologi-
cal differences—in perfect harmony
with Bill Clinton (USA) to seek to achie-

T
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ve a customs union of the Americas.

With the new century, this “harmony in diversity” was lost, leadership diminished
in quality, and when we most needed a balanced synthesis, we got lost in a
tangle of financial crises, the emergence of extremist violence, and a paralysis of
political creativity—just when it was most needed.

In this context, the whirlwind of technological development, environmental
threats, and the COVID-19 pandemic hit us hard and left us in a quasi-catatonic
state.

More recently, the Russian invasion of Ukraine and the war in the Middle East
have exposed us to the harsh reality of our weakness. As if that were not enough,
the current electoral processes in the USA and the European Union have
completely dismantled our cultural and ideological “safety net.”

Because of all this, European and Latin American center parties must redouble
our balancing efforts to unite that enormous space “to the right of the left” from
a humanistic and progressive vision that allows us to synthesize the best
economic proposals with a dynamic exercise of social responsibility,
environmental care, and gender equality issues.

Our role goes far beyond the interest of our own parties. We are responsible for
finding the right answers to the complex challenges that are disorganizing and
conflicting us today. It may seem a bit arrogant and exaggerated, but it is our
task to save the world from this spiral of irrationality that the extremes present to
us.
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The Southern Common Market  (MERCOSUR)  is  a
regional  integrat ion process  ini t iated  in  1991  by
Argentina ,  Brazi l ,  Paraguay ,  and Uruguay ,  to  which
Venezuela  (current ly  suspended)  and Bol iv ia  ( in  the
process  o f  jo ining)  later  jo ined .  I t  i s  a  customs union
that  has  evolved over  the  years  and is  current ly
debat ing  i ts  next  s teps .  

Every  s ix  months ,  one  of  the  members  holds  the  pro
tempore  presidency and sets  the  direct ion of  the
work for  that  semester .  Uruguay wi l l  ho ld  this  ro le
for  the  next  s ix  months  and has  long advocated  for  a
shi f t  in  i ts  partners '  perspect ive  on the  integrat ion
process .  In  this  important  art ic le ,  Vice  Chancel lor
Albertoni  out l ines  the  p lans  for  this  agenda and the
priori t ies  his  government  wi l l  set .

Nicolás
Albertoni
Undersecretary of
Foreign Affairs of Uruguay.
Bachelor’s Degree in
International Business and
Integration. PhD in Political
Science and International
Relations (University of
Southern California) and holder
of several master’s degrees.
Author of numerous books and
publications. Affi l iated with the
Colorado Party of his country.

Uruguay and its search for
a region open to the world



 n July 2024, Uruguay assumed the
Pro Tempore Presidency (PPTU) of
MERCOSUR, which will extend
throughout the second half of 2024.
Uruguay is working on the guidelines
to direct the block's activities during
this latter part of the year. Some of the
key areas of focus that my country will
propose during the PPTU include
refining and consolidating the free
trade area and modernizing
MERCOSUR, which we consider
essential to adapting to current times.

We believe it is crucial over these
months to work towards the
elimination of trade measures that 
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restrict or hinder the exchange of
goods and services, to address
Integrated Control Areas, to continue
work on MERCOSUR's origin regime,
and to discuss regulatory process
adaptation.

Similarly, we aim to continue working
on sustainability, advancing a "green
agenda," emphasizing trade and
sustainable development issues
through forums dedicated to rene-
wable energies, beginning discu-
ssions on a MERCOSUR sustainability
label or certification, and building a
common vision on this matter.
Additionally, promoting a digital
agenda will be a priority, covering all
organs and forums of the block
(cybersecurity, data protection, digital
signatures, digital currency payment
systems, blockchain, and artificial
intelligence). We also see the
fundamental strengthening of
MERCOSUR's SMEs, particularly in the
technology and digital sectors. We will
not overlook other areas in the
proposal: energy integration, health,
science and technology, and
intellectual property.

I
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countries and enables closer ties with
emerging economies while also
addressing the interests and needs of
all members.

During MERCOSUR's presidency, we
will continue advancing in certain
priority areas: European Union, United
Arab Emirates, EFTA; hold the next
MERCOSUR-China Dialogue Mecha-
nism meeting; make every effort to
complete the first round of negotia-
tions with Indonesia, advance
towards launching negotiations with
Vietnam, and insist on the need to
improve and deepen existing agree-
ments with several countries in the
region within the ALADI framework
(such as Chile and Ecuador).

Furthermore, Uruguay will propose
deepening the reflection on the
block's current state, both internally
and externally. To this end, we will
suggest to our partners organizing a
meeting of MERCOSUR Foreign
Ministers for a high-level, candid
exchange on the current situation of
the block and to explore possible
solutions to ensure that the interests
and needs of all members are
balanced.
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"Uruguay will continue to
promote the need for an

active agenda that fosters
significant commercial

relationships with 
other countries and 

enables closer ties with
emerging economies”
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On the external agenda, Uruguay will
continue to promote the need for an
active agenda that fosters significant
commercial relationships with other



Uruguay has always been clear. Our goal is greater economic openness on all
fronts. In this regard, Uruguay promotes increased dynamism within the block.
As President Lacalle has said at previous MERCOSUR summits: "The pitcher
goes so often to the well that it eventually breaks." We will persist; we will
continue carrying the pitcher because Uruguay's stance within and outside
MERCOSUR is not capricious. This is not the stance of this president or this
government alone but has been upheld by many of our country's
governments, asserting that MERCOSUR needs to be flexible. I know I have had
little response, but I have no choice but to continue expressing our people's
sentiments: flexibility, modernization, and the need to open up to the world.
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What ro le  does  the  Organizat ion of  American
States  (OAS)  p lay?  Why was  i t  created ,  and
what  are  i ts  main responsibi l i t ies?

These  and other  quest ions  are  answered by  the
former Ambassador  of  Chi le  to  this
organizat ion ,  analyzing the  recent  General
Assembly  he ld  in  Paraguay .

He a lso  makes  a  specia l  re ference  to  the
attempted coup in  Bol iv ia  and the  OAS's
react ions  to  i t .

Issa 
Kort Garriga
Chilean. Former Deputy 
of the Republic of Chile 
for three terms and
Ambassador of Chile 
to the OAS during the 
second government of
President Sebastián
Piñera. Historian and MBA.

Challenges that are current, real,
and urgent for the OAS: defense 

and promotion of democracy



     he Organization of American States
(OAS) is the oldest multilateral
organization in the world. At the end
of the 19th century, it emerged as a
novel, visionary proposal committed
to shared values such as unity among
states and respect for international
law. During the 20th century, it
updated itself to become a regional
organization with a strategic outlook
and a concrete concern for
promoting and defending democra-
cy, human rights, integral develop-
ment, and multidimensional security.

Between June 26 and 28, the OAS
General Assembly was held in
Asunción, Paraguay. This high-level
instance not only allowed for deba-
ting a challenging and common
agenda among all the countries that
make up this institution but also
generated reflections - and reactions -
about urgent and worrying situations
facing our hemisphere, as well as
suspicious and belligerent threats.

Democracy worldwide is a supreme
value, but unfortunately, it is not a
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"constant" in the Americas. Cuba,
Venezuela, and Nicaragua are sad
examples of states where the
absence of democracy is lived - and
suffered -under indifferent dictator-
ships driven by outdated ideological
agendas and personal or familial
ambitions that show and confirm a
terrifying lust for power.

We are all witnesses to the thousands
of victims left by the macabre
dictatorships in our region. We must
analyze this scenario with pragma-
tism and determination: there are no
good dictatorships; all dictatorships
are bad. This is why multilateral efforts
have focused, since the 1990s, on
teaching, defending, caring for, and
promoting democracy as an
irreplaceable political system that en-

T "Cuba, Venezuela, and
Nicaragua are sad examples
of states where the absence 

of democracy is lived 
- and suffered - under 

indifferent dictatorships”

AGENDA ISSUE 5  -  JULY  2024



sures respect for individual freedoms,
free elections, power alternation, the
rule of law, autonomous judicial
systems, separation - and respect - of
powers, freedom of the press, and
many other essential values of a
modern society committed to its
nation and future.

Like any multilateral organization, the
OAS has an essential role in the
proper relations between different
states, so its actions must be dynamic
but without renouncing common
principles. This characteristic was seen
and reaffirmed under the leadership
of Secretary-General Luis Almagro in
the worrying events in La Paz on June
26, when we learned of a suspicious
coup attempt by Bolivian soldiers
trying to enter the government
palace.

Luckily or not, the military
movements in the heights of La Paz
coincided with the start of the
General Assembly of the Organiza-
tion of American States, which
allowed for an immediate declaration
from the highest authority of the or-
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ganization: "The OAS General
Secretariat condemns in the stron-
gest terms these actions by the
Bolivian Army, which must submit to
civil authority as mandated by the
Inter-American Democratic Charter,"
expressed Luis Almagro, who added,
"The international community, the
OAS, the OAS General Secretariat will
not tolerate any form of disruption of
the legitimate constitutional order in
Bolivia or anywhere else."

Almagro's words were not just
diplomatic expressions; they reflect a
personal, institutional, and multilateral
commitment to a principle as sacred
as it is threatened: democracy.
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The events in Bolivia on June 26, 2024, should make us reflect on the role of the
international community in critical situations faced by governments, but also
on the threats experienced by the victims of many governments that
undermine democracy. The millions of migrants - and wanderers - generated
by Latin American dictatorships call on us to reflect and act to defend
democracy and respect for rights as a value that transcends borders and
political regimes.

Although not part of the planned agenda for the Assembly, the attempted
coup in Bolivia allowed the OAS to raise its voice, strike the table, warn, and
defend democracy with courage and consistency. Many may not know about
the declarations or resolutions of this General Assembly, but everyone could see
the immediate reaction of our organization through the voice of its Secretary-
General and the foreign ministers present at this hemispheric instance. The
OAS functions and has reflexes. Our countries must coordinate a strategic
vision with it and define actions to promote and defend democracy.
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What is  the  United  States  doing to  curb  China 's
advance  in  the  Lat in  American region?

The author  analyzes  the  inf luence  of  the  United
States  and China in  the  region and suggests  that  to
curb  the  advance  of  communism,  a  b ipart isan
strategy  must  be  establ ished that  promotes  an
al l iance  with  countries  in  the  Western Hemisphere ,
based on the  princip les  o f  freedom and democracy .

To achieve  this  goal ,  the  author  highl ights  the
importance  of  the  Center  for  Freedom in  the
Americas ,  created  within the  Adam Smith  Center  at
FIU and Miami-Dade Col lege ,  which wi l l  seek  to
counter  Chinese  inf luence  and strengthen democracy
in the  region,  ensuring the  v ictory  o f  democrat ic
values .

Center for Freedom in the Americas

Paul 
Marvin Renner
Speaker of the Florida
House of Represetatives
for the 2022-24 Florida
Legislature.
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 n games of strategy, like chess, the
victorious player plans multiple
moves ahead. He defeats the reactive
player who only thinks of the next
move. The strategic player
systematically expands his options for
victory while progressively eliminating
any path to victory for his opponent.
Like the Hemingway character, when
asked how he became bankrupt, the
non-strategic player faces defeat in
two ways, “first gradually, then
suddenly.” Frighteningly, this
describes the situation between the
United States and China, including
throughout the Americas. But this is
no board game. It is an existential
struggle between a system of
freedom and democracy and China’s
Marxist dystopia.

The current administration in the
United States has operated like the
losing chess player, too reactive to
internal political pressure to ever 

promote a comprehensive and
consensus strategy. Its vacillation
toward Israel, between support today
and opposition tomorrow, is a case in
point. Meanwhile, China has
undertaken a patient, long-term
approach to secure critical
infrastructure throughout Latin
America, such as the Panama Canal
or the massive new China-funded
port in Peru. In our backyard, the U.S. is
missing in action. If we fail to develop
and pursue a superior strategy, China
will eventually put us in checkmate.
That checkmate will be multifaceted
but could include China cutting off
the Panama Canal, shutting down
access to ports and supply chains
within the Americas, and more,
directly threatening the U.S. economy
and our national security. Those
scenarios seem fanciful today, yet
could become reality.Without our
own strategy, what China is doing
gradually will come upon us suddenly.
We will find ourselves in checkmate
with no moves to make. 

To avoid that fate, we must begin to
develop and promote a bipartisan 

I
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strategy with our neighbors in the
Americas. That strategy should be
built on shared core foundations,
including political and economic
freedom, the rule of law, and checks
and balances on the concentration of
power, among other principles. Once
established, our strategy must be
sustained over the long term for it to
gain credibility and offer a more
attractive option than China’s
predatory—but temptingly lucrative
—Belt and Road Initiative.  Candidly,
the hyper-partisan and dysfunctional
climate in our nation’s capital makes
any long-term strategy look difficult to
achieve. Proposals like the Americas
Act demonstrate some bipartisan
interest in a solution, but until the
federal government passes such laws
and funds them, we need to look
elsewhere to get started.

Florida is the natural home to launch
such an effort. We have welcomed
many talented legal immigrants to
our state who fled communist
countries like Cuba, Venezuela, and
Nicaragua when their leaders turned
their back on freedom and 

embraced communist dictatorship.
These victims of communism are
deeply determined to fight for the
freedoms they once lost. Their
contributions have made Miami the
de facto capital of the Americas, a
vibrant hub that links North, Central,
and South America. Home to the
Freedom Tower, Miami’s proud
history as a refuge for those fleeing
Marxist failure makes it uniquely
suited to become the gathering place
and heart of a new strategy
promoting freedom and other core
foundations throughout the
Americas.

To that end, during Florida’s 2024
legislative session, we created the
Center for Freedom in the Americas
(CFA) within FIU’s Adam Smith
Center and Miami-Dade College. The
Center’s intended purpose is to help 

"...we must begin to
develop and promote
a bipartisan strategy
with our neighbors
in the Americas...”



build the comprehensive strategy we lack and partner with leaders
throughout the Americas to see that strategy succeed. The Adam Smith
Center and Miami-Dade College have already begun this work, but the
creation of the CFA to pursue this specific purpose will substantially increase our
opportunity for strategic success. Those who participate will become a
counterweight against dictatorships throughout the region, offering the
alternative of positive, mutually beneficial partnerships that are superior to and
more attractive than China’s bait-and-switch tactics.

It is critical to American interests that strong friendships exist among the U.S.
and other nations in our hemisphere. Those friendships will organically
undermine China’s influence in the region and ensure that freedom and
democracy prevail over China’s totalitarian end game.

As the Center for Freedom in the Americas grows in its scope and influence,
there will be more to say about the specific role it will play in pushing back
against authoritarian regimes and defeating the influence of the Chinese
Communist Party in our neighborhood. For now, in Florida, we have taken an
important next step toward a successful strategic framework. To paraphrase
Ronald Reagan, our goal is simple: freedom wins.  Those are the choices before
us, and Florida is committed to laying the groundwork for strategic victory!

AGENDA ISSUE 5  -  JULY  2024



Why should  the  Inter-American Court  o f  Human
Rights  be  scrut inized  more  c lose ly  by  pol i t ica l
actors  across  the  Americas?

Few understand the  funct ions  and impact  o f  this
Court ' s  ru l ings .  The  author ,  an expert  in  the  f ie ld ,
analyzes  the  outcomes  of  the  recent  judge
e lect ions  he ld  during the  General  Assembly  o f  the
OAS in  Paraguay and the  potent ia l  e f fects  the  new
composit ion could  have  on the  Court ' s  decis ions .

Addit ional ly ,  he  evaluates  the  Court ' s  powers ,  and
the  overreach observed in  i ts  act ions  over  the  past
two decades .

Better the devil you know:
The Inter-American Court of Human Rights

Tomás
Henríquez
Chilean. Lawyer and
Director for Latin 
America of Alliance
Defending Freedom
International (ADF), 
based in Washington, USA.



  n the context of the recent OAS
General Assembly, one of the central
points on the agenda was the
election of three new judges for the
Inter-American Court of Human
Rights, who will join the Court in
January 2025. The outcome of this
election is of particular interest to
those involved in political spheres, not
only internationally but also nationally.

Readers of AGENDA know that the
organs of the Inter-American human
rights system currently act as another
political player in the region (in a non-
partisan sense). In exercising its
mandate -not always adhering strictly
to the powers delegated by the
States -the Inter-American Commi-
ssion and Court of Human Rights
have the authority to provide a legal
framework for debated issues within
Hispanic American countries. Simul-
taneously, they often determine the
political developments that unfold in
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our countries, such as the expedited
handling of Gustavo Petro's interna-
tional lawsuit against Colombia, which
ultimately helped pave the way for
him to become president of that
country.

In a profound sense, these system
organs are political, shaping the
human rights discourse prevailing in
our region. The content and scope of
human rights (not their existence or
the duty to respect them) depend on
those interpreting the treaties' politics
and philosophical-political views. Their
content and scope are directly linked
to the conception held of the human
person and the family, the role of the
State, or even the understanding of
the role of the international judiciary in
relation to the States that created it. A
court dominated by progressive-
leaning lawyers will predictably yield
interpretations following that line. And
so, it has been for decades.

Therefore, what happened in Asun-
ción is particularly interesting. Of the
three available seats on the Court, two
were filled by jurists who do not come

I
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from the closed circle of human rights
activism and, quite the contrary; their
backgrounds suggest their approach
to interpreting and performing the
Court's duties will be substantially
different from their predecessors in
many ways. Alberto Borea, the newly
appointed judge from Peru, was
criticized by the self-proclaimed
"panel of independent experts" - part
of the candidate evaluation process -
for arguing a position rejecting the
imposition of an alleged duty to alter
the institution of marriage and for
allegedly disregarding the “jurispru-
dential heritage of the Court" that has
consolidated the progressive posi-
tions of the circumstantial majorities
of that body.

Meanwhile, Diego Moreno, the newly
elected judge from Paraguay, faced
criticism from the aforementioned
panel and civil society organizations
for daring to question the doctrine of
"conventionality control," a thesis
articulated by the circumstantial
majorities of the Inter-American
Court seeking to establish themselves
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as a sort of supranational constitu-
tional court to impose ideological
uniformity in the interpretation of
human rights. A thesis lacking real
normative support in the treaty that
created the Court but has been the
spearhead for influencing political-
legal discussions in various countries
of the region. Some judges believed it
was their duty and prerogative to
override the legal systems of states
when they deemed that countries
were not "advancing in recognizing
more rights."

The arrival of both judges to the Court
creates an unprecedented scenario,
completely different from the past
two decades, when a dissenting voice
was rarely raised—aside from the late 

"Of the three available
seats on the Court, two

were filled by jurists who
do not come from the
closed circle of human

rights activism...”

AGENDA ISSUE 5  -  JULY  2024



Judge Eduardo Vio Grossi, who did his best to contain the uncontrolled and
lawless expansion of the purported obligations of States and the self-
attributed power of the Court.

Of course, my analysis should be taken with a grain of salt. There is no
guarantee or prediction that stands. It would not be the first or last time that
those who assume judicial functions change their approach to the law and
defy the expectations held of them. However, in the current circumstances
of the system, it is better to have an unknown devil than all the previously
known saints. So, welcome to this new uncertainty.
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