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There will be no development without
sustainable and predictable governments

Welcome to issue number 6 of
AGENDA! In the Septemiber issue of
our magazine, we offer you excellent
contributions from prominent Wes-
tern leaders who share their ideas and
proposals from Argentina, Chile, Costa
Rica, Cuba, Spain, the United States,
Europe, Portugal, and Venezuela,
iNviting us to reflect on Many global
and regional current affairs.

INn Most countries around the world, a

new reality is emerging: the need to
build coalitions of at least two relevant
political parties (to which smaller ones

may later join) to achieve stable
governing majorities. We rarely see
single-party rule anymore. The case of
the United States, where Republicans
and Democrats dominate the debate
and alternate in government admi-
nistrations, is quite uncommon N
today'sworld.

Political parties have multiplied and
become more dispersed, reducing
the proportional representation of the
largest and most traditional ones,
resulting in very fragmented out-
comes that then require the
regrouping of those who share similar
values or ideas. Despite this reality,
some leaders attempt to govern in
the minority without forming a
caoalition, which usually ends in weak

governments that are unable to push




forward structural reforms or where
the few reforms achieved are later
overturned by the next administra-
tion.

INn terms of ideology, those of us who
share center-right ideas and values
must promote collaboration and
coordination among all political actors
who are situated “on the right of the
left” to achieve what President Aznar
called “the wunion of like-minded
people” This is essential for the
development and construction of
broad coalitions that can achieve
sustainable  majorities,  providing
stability, predictability, and greater
opportunities for development in
their countries.

Without sustainable and predictable
governments, there will be no
possibility of creating the political,
social, and economic conditions
necessary for development. No one
INvests in countries where reforms are
merely temporary anecdotes or
where the president is unable to
propose, pass, and implement a
government plan (or a budget)

through parliament.

AGENDA ISSUE 6 - SEPTEMBER 2024

Testimonial
attractive during the electoral stage,
but they lose traction when it comes
time for political execution and end

options tend to be

up becoming a poor social choice as
the country drifts away from the
stability and predictability needed for
development.
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AGENDA magazine seeks to contribute to this space of dialogue, and therefore,
INn our issue numMmber 6, we begin with the monthly reflections of Carlos Diaz-
Rosillo, Founding Director of the Adam Smith Center for Economic Freedom,
who discusses energy sufficiency as a fundamental comnponent of the national
security of the United States.

We then continue with a powerful article sent by the brave Venezuelan leader
Maria Corina Machado, along with several other top-tier articles addressing
current Western issues. Don't miss all the content in our AGENDA. Enjoy the
reading!




Carlos Diaz-Rosillo, Ph.D.

Director of the Adam Smith Center
for Economic Freedom (FIU).
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Monthly reflection

Energy Security is National Security:
The North America Connection

Energy sufficiency is a fundamental
component of national security,
particularly in North America, and it
must be considered a key element of
the regional security agenda. The
United States is the world's largest
producer of natural gas and oill
Thanks to the exploitation of shale gas
through fracking, the country has
become a key energy exporter.
leading

and

Canada is one of the
producers of ol

hydroelectric power, allowing it to

sands

meet its own energy demands and
export a significant portion of its
production to the US. Additionally,
Canada has important reserves of
critical minerals. Mexico, which has
traditionally been an important oll
producer and has benefited from the
affordable natural gas pricesinthe

American market, is facing a decline
iINn oil production and growing
electricity demand.

The USMCA (United States-Mexico-
Canada Agreement) has facilitated

energy exchange and the expansion
of critical transnational infrastructure.




It provided an important launch pad
for energy cooperation, but more
needs to be done. From this idea arise
five major challenges that the United
States, Mexico, and Canada must
tackle together:

e Energy self-sufficiency

e Decreased energy prices

e |ncreased global influence

e Greaterinfluenceinthe
geopolitics of the energy
transition

e Cooperation inenergy
cybersecurity

Energy self-sufficiency is crucial for
ensuring a reliable energy supply. This
would have a positive impact not only
on national security (for obvious
reasons), but also on reducing energy
costs for families and industries in
North  America. By
dependence on foreign sources, the
three countries can minimize the risks
associated with  fluctuations In
iNnternational oil and natural gas prices,
stable

predictable prices for consumers.

reducing

leading to more and
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The US, with its vast shale gas
resources, and Canada, with its
enormous oil sands reserves and
hydroelectric power, can provide
resources that help Mexico lower its
import costs, which is critical for its
economy and industrial growth. The
development of infrastructure, such
as cross-border pipelines, is an
important step in  this direction,
facilitating the smooth exchange of
energy between countries and
strengthening their collective self-
sufficiency. Additionally, Mexico could
benefit fromm Canada’s technological
innovations as one of the largest
producers of hydroelectric power or
advance its nuclear program by
collaborating with the US, gaining
access to advanced technology,
particularly in Small Modular Reactors
(SMR).

"Energy self-sufficiency
is crucial for ensuring
a reliable energy
supply. This would
have a positive impact
on national security”



Projects like the Texas-Tuxpan pipeline,
which supplies Mexico with natural
gas from the US, and the Keystone
Pipeline, which connects Canada to
refineries in the US, are examples of
how energy Iinterdependence also
strengthens collective security.
Reducing dependence on foreign
energy sources and raw materials is
essential, as it leaves our countries
vulnerable to trade decisions by other
nations or geopolitical dynamics, as
was the case during the ail crisis of the
1970s. These types of projects reinforce
energy interdependence in  North
America, contributing to regional
energy supply stability.

Increased production, interconnection,
and joint actions in this area also
present an opportunity to gain greater
global influence as a bloc. The shared
capacity to export energy should be
used by our countries as an element of
foreign policy, focusing on reducing
Europe and Asia's current
dependence on countries like Russia.
The geopolitical leadership of the
hemisphere has been threatened by
the high dependence that other
economic blocs have on Russia and its
allies.
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A great example of the tremendous
potential of increased energy
cooperation in  North America, if
properly designed and implemented,
is the Energia Costa Azul project,
originally created to supply gas to
California and Arizona but now set to
become a center for exporting
American gas to Asia via Mexico. The
conversion of this facility required an
investrment of over two billion dollars by
Sempra Energy, which announced its
decision following a meeting between
Presidents Lopez Obrador and Trump
in July 2020 regarding the entry into
force of the USMCA. However, what
was expected to be the first in a
network of facilities with the potential
to reach the Asian market in halfthe




current travel time, has lbecome the
only export hub due to the current
American administration’s

iInexplicable bans on gas exports.

A Congressional bill, HR. 7176, the
Unlocking our Domestic LNG
Potential Act of 2024, is awaiting
debate In the Senate. It proposes
granting the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission (FERC), an
independent  agency,
authority to approve the construction
and operation of LNG export facilities.
This bill would allow the FERC to
counter the misguided decision of
the administration to halt these
projects.

exclusive

There is great anticipation in this
sector
presidential election and a potential

with the upcoming US.

change Iin government toward
leadership that defends the full
utilization of our regional energy
potential, which would not only Make
American Energy Great Again but
also make all of North Ametrica more
powerful.

Moreover, by acting as a cohesive

7

AGENDA ISSUE 6 - SEPTEMBER 2024

"The USMCA has
become the only
export hub due to
the current U.S.
administration’s
inexplicable
bans on gas exports”

energy bloc, the United States,
Mexico, and Canada can establish
strategic relationships with other
regions and countries, even within
the Americas. Venezuela's case is
emblematic, and its oil production
has undoubtedly influenced the
dangerous concessions that the US.
government has made to this
dictatorial regime
hemisphere.

iN  our own

North America also has the potential
the
geopolitics of the energy transition.
This North American bloc combines

to significantly  influence

crucial advantages. abundant
reserves of critical minerals like lithium
and rare earth elements, a robust
mManufacturing capacity, especially in
Mexico and the US, vast renewable

resources,and a leading global inno-



~vation ecosystem. These factors allow
for the creation of an integrated value
chain in clean technologies, from raw
Material extraction to the production
of electric vehicles and advanced

batteries.  Additionally, the joint
development of green hydrogen
technologies and renewable energies
diversifies the energy supply. By setting

industrial standards and  driving
innovation, North America could
position itself as a geopoliical

counterweight to China and Russig,
shaping global clean energy markets
and climate policies with a model
based on regional cooperation and
technological advancement.

Finally, energy cybersecurity is another
component of this shared security cha-
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-llenge. As electrical grids and pipeline
control systems become digitized, the
risk of cylerattacks that could disrupt
energy supplies increases. The three
countries have begun implementing
joint policies to protect their critical
infrastructures from these threats, but
thereisstillalong waytogo.

The benefits of greater energy
cooperation could reach a new level of
intensity with changes in political
leadership in Mexico and in the United
States. The new Mexican
administration will face the practical
dilemma of deepening its relationship
with its neighbor and main partner,
overcoming previous political
differences, among other things, to
capitalize on the historic phenomenon
of nearshoring. In the case of the US,
the new administration will have the
opportunity to grant permits for the
exploitation of vast deposits that will
allow the country to regain the energy
independence it achieved when
President Trump was in office. This will
be of great importance to all the
countries of North America because
energy security is indeed national
security.
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Y EYE
Corina
Machado

Leader of the Venezuelan
Democratic Resistance

This Fight Is Until the End

In Venezuela, the battle for freedom and democracy
has not ended. Now 1is the time to strengthen
international pressure, mobilize, and demand that
the criminal dictator Maduro allow an orderly
transition to democracy.

This is the message of the leader Maria Corina
Machado in this article, where she recounts the
recent events in her country and outlines the steps
to take for the presidential 1inauguration of
Edmundo Gonzalez.

She also highlights the numerous objective sources
that have demonstrated the defeat of the Chavista
regime at the polls and the overwhelming will of the
Venezuelan people to return to the path of
democratic reconstruction.
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Venezuela's sovereignty lies non-
transferably with the Venezuelan

people. A people who, in the
presidential elections on July 28
dispelled any doubts about their
sovereign will. On that day Venezue-,
lans issued an unequivocal mandate,
electing Edmundo Gonzalez Urrutia
as president, who is set to take office
on January 10 with the goal of leading
the country toward democratic
change.

Any action that contradicts or
obstructs this popular Mandate—
whether it comes from those
currently usurping Venezuela's state
institutions, those who disregard our
Constitution and laws, or foreign
actors meddling in Venezuela's inter-
nal affairs—constitutes a violation of

our national sovereignty.

11

Clearly, Venezuela is still under the
oppression of a criminal autocracy
that does not respect any popular
mandate and has handed over our
territory to all sorts of criminal and anti-
democratic actors. As part of this
systematic plundering, our popula-
tion has been displaced on an
unimaginable scale, to the point
where one-quarter of the population
has been forced to emigrate.
Venezuela is experiencing the worst
refugee crisis on the planet, rivaling

only Syria and Ukraine.

But precisely because this regime of
oppression not only governs by brute
force but also makes life increasingly
unlivable in our own land Venezue-,
lans are determined to assert the
sovereign will we clearly expressed on
July 28. Truth guides our every step
toward the recovery of freedom and
the restoration of democracy.

The first step in this effort is to ensure
the world recognizes the truth of
happened
Edmundo Gonzalez Urrutia received
more than 67% of the votes, more
than double the support Nicolas Ma-

what N Venezuela.



duro received at the polls. It must be
noted that these
achieved under the unfair rules
imposed by the tyranny, despite the
fact that less than 1% of Venezuelans

results were

abroad were allowed to vote, new
voter registration faced significant
obstacles, and the entire election was
conducted under a climate of threats
and coercion. Without these pressu-
es, the victory margin would have
bbeen even wider.

Despite such obstacles, we not only
achieved victory but also managed to
collect and digitize albout 85% of the
official vote tallies from each voting
machine, making them available to
the the

wWww.resultadosconvzlacom

world on welbsite

The information gathered there has

"FEdmundo Gonzdlez
Urrutia received
more than 6%
of the votes, more
than double the
support Nicolas Maduro...”

12
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lbeen analyzed and certified by various
experts, while Maduros controlled
Electoral
declared him the winner without

National Council merely
providing detailed results. The time to
request the voting tallies from this
regime is over, it is time to demand
that it recognize the manifest will of

the Venezuelan people.

The second step is to denounce the
brutal escalation of human rights
violations and crimes against huma-
nity that the tyranny has commmitted
INn recent weeks so that the world
helps us stop these atrocities. The
regime’s only response to its electoral
defeat been intensify
repression. The numlber of political
prisoners identified by the penal
forum now exceeds 1800, though

has to

Maduro himself mentions more than
2000 arrestssince July 28.

As | write, the UN Human Rights
Commission’s fact-finding mission on
Venezuela has just published its latest
report, indicating that after the
elections, 158 children and adoles-
cents (130 boys and 28 girls) were de-



AGENDA ISSUE 6 - SEPTEMBER 2024

tained and accused of serious crimes such as terrorism. Some minors with
disabilities were among the detainees, and there are cases of girls who were
sexually abused during their imprisonment.

The third step is to mobilize massively, both inside and outside Venezuela, to
demand that the sovereign mandate of the Venezuelan people be respected.
Maduro's regime fears these demonstrations, which is why it lashes out at those
who peacefully exercise their right to protest. Still, we will not stop. Our goal is for
the national unity that has been built during this campaign to consolidate to the
point where all parties involved can agree on an orderly transition with the
necessary guarantees to advance the democratic process.

Venezuelans will not stop until we are free again. And the pressure from the free
world can do much to help us. We count on you until the end.




Gabriel
Mato

Member of the European
Parliament (European
People's Party Group).
Former Member of the
Spanish Congress of
Deputies, President of
the Canary Islands
Parliament, and member
of the National Executive
Committee of Spain's
People's Party.

— Venezuela and Cuba:
~ The Time to Act Has Come

After the summer recess, the European Parliament
resumed its activities, and in the first session held
in Strasbourg, the author of this article, a member
of the European People's Party (the majority party
in the institution), clearly states his party's
position regarding the elections held in Venezuela,
which led to the recognition of Edmundo Gonzalez
as the elected president.

Additionally, the article addresses the case of Cuba
and the need to suspend any form of cooperation
with a regime allied with Russia in its attacks on
Europe while publicly violating the human rights
of more than a thousand political prisoners.




R ecently, we held the first session of

the European  Parliament
Strasbourg the European
summer recess. It was important to
address several central issues occu-
rring in Latin America, which have
intensified in recent months.

N
after

Therefore, lbehalf
parliamentary group—the European
People's Party, the majority
Parliament— have established our
respective positions on Venezuela
and Cuba.

on of my

N

Murders, torture, kidnappings dis-,
qualifications, persecution, political
prisoners, nearly eight million people
forced to leave their homeland. Yes,
we are talking about Venezuela. And
if you thought you'd seen it all, you are
very mistaken. From a tyrant and his
entourage, you can always expect
more. On July 28, elections were held,
in which the regime imposed every
possible obstacle on the opposition
led by Maria Corina Machado, and
after unjust  disqualification,
represented by Edmundo Gonzalez

her

15
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Despite all the shameful maneuvers,
Maduro was soundly defeated at the
polls by a people tired of dictatorship,
who overwhelmingly voted for the
opposition and what it represents.
freedom, democracy, peace, justice,
and well-being.

For this reason, we cannot allow the
aspirations of millions of Venezuelans
—who, despite the difficulties and
risking their freedom, and in some
casestherr lives, have clearly said at the
polls, "Enough is enough!—to be
crushed. We cannot remain indiffe-
rent to that There is no room for
neutrality in this matter. You are either
complicit in the dictatorship or stand
with democracy. | am clear about
where | stand: | am with the people of
Venezuela.

"You are either complicit
in the dictatorship
or stand with democracy.
[ am clear about where
[ stand: I am with the
people of Venezuela....”



That is why we have called for, and it
has been voted on, the recognition of
Edmundo Gonzalez as the legitima-
tely and democratically elected
president. That is why we condemn
Maduro’s electoral fraud and the
complicity of his main ally, the CNE
(National Electoral Council). That is
why we support the International
Criminal Court in holding Maduro
accountable. That is why we firmly
condemn the murders, kidnappings,
arrests, and continuous human rights
violations committed by the regime
against its people and the opposition.
That is why we demand the
immediate release of all political
prisoners. That is why we call for
tougher sanctions against Nicolas
Maduro's inner circle, and that is why
we Will join the worldwide demons-
tration scheduled for Septemlber 28.

But we must not let the current
situation in Venezuela make us forget
albout Cuba, where the criminal anti-
democratic organization that has
infected several
countries originated. It istimetoact

Latin  American

16
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against one of the most brutal
dictatorships in Latin America, a
dictatorship we unfortunately finance
through the Political Dialogue and

Cooperation Agreement.

bbeen
imprisoned since participating in the
2021 democratic protests. Since then,
he has spent long periods incommu-

José Daniel Ferrer has

unicado, and we currently do not
know his health condition or
whereabouts. Like him, hundreds of
Cubans remain jailed and disappea-
red without having committed any
greater than
freedom and democracy in their
homeland. Many are in poor health,

crime defending

while the regime refuses to provide
the medical care they need.

Despite all the abuses of the Culban
regime, despite knowing that it has
openly collaborated with Putin's regi-
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me by sending hundreds of fighters to Ukraine, and despite Cuba being the
main supporter of the other dictatorships in the region, we continue dealing
with them as if nothing has happened.

Indeed, it is time to stand on the side of freedom and democracy in Cuba. We
must suspend the Political Dialogue and Cooperation Agreement with Culba,
using its Human Rights clauses. We must also begin applying the Magnitsky
Act, sanction the criminals responsible for the human rights violations in Culbg,
and demand the immediate release of José Daniel Ferrer and the rest of the
political prisoners held by the regime.

We always speak of our support for all those who defend democracy
worldwide. Now is the time to show that these are not empty words, It is time
to act to bring democracy back to Cuba.

The European Parliament, led by its majority party—the European People's
Party—cannot ignore these issues affecting countries like Cubba and Venezuela,
which share our values, ideals, and democratic principles. Tolerance and
indifference toward tyranny have ended. The freedom and rights of a Cuban, a
Venezuelan, or a Nicaraguan are as Vvaluable as those of a Spaniard, a
Portuguese, or a Pole. The time to act has come.




***********
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*****
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David J.
Kramer

Executive Director of \
the George W. Bush
Institute and former
Assistant Secretary of .
State for Democracy,
Human Rights, and

Labor in the George W.

Bush administration.

Latin America should support
Ukraine and oppose Russia

After four years into Russia’s brutal war in
Ukraine, the author argues that Latin
American countries who have hedged on
supporting either side in the conflict need
to recognize the implications of Russia’s
threat and choose sides.

He examines the recent history of the
conflict and measures that Russia has
taken to signal its intention of meddling in
Western Hemispheric affairs.
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R ussia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine,
launched on February 24, 2022,
constitutes the worst security crisis on
the European continent since World
War Il. The unprovoked nature of the
iNnvasion and the brutal, inhumane
tactics used by Russian forces have
turned Russia into a pariah and
Ukraine into a victim in the eyes of
much of the world. Countries in Latin
America, however, have tended to
see the situation less in black-and-

white terms and more in shades of
gray. The perception of Russia as a
threat is not widely shared in Latin
America.

19

The 2022 full-scale invasion was not
the beginning of Russian aggression
against Ukraine in the Zlst century.
Vladimir Putin illegally annexed the
Crimean Peninsula in the winter-
spring of 2014 and sent his troops into
the Donlbas region, seeking to forcibly
change Ukraine's borders. From that
point until the full-scale invasion eight
years later, 14,000
Ukrainians were killed and some 14%
of Ukrainian territory was occupied.

more than

The toll since February 2022 has been
monumentally higher on Ukraine.
Roughly 18% of Ukrainian territory
remains under Russian occupation—
forcing millions of Ukrainians to live
under Russian oppression. Russia has
also committed war crimes, crimes
against humanity, and genocide.
Putin himself, along with several other
Russian officials, has been indicted by
the International Criminal Court.

Putin shows no signs of relenting,
even though his forces have suffered
tremendous losses, with Western
intelligence estimating
more than half a million people killed

agencies



and wounded on the Russian side.
Ukrainians bravely and heroically
pushed back Russian forces and
inflicted tremendous damage on the
enemy’s military
capabilities.

conventional

After an initially promising start, Latin
response to Russia’s
been largely
disappointing. A month after the
attack, countries around the world
faced important
regarding where they stood: with Kyiv
or with Moscow. In a March 24 vote
before the United Nations General
Assembly on whether to condemn
Russia for its actions, 140 countries
voted with the resolution, 39
abstained, and 5 voted against It
Among  Latin and
Cariblbean countries, 27 voted in favor
of the resolution, none voted against,
and four—Bolivia, Cuba, Nicaragua,
and El Salvador—voted to abstain.

America's

iNvasion has

an decision

AMmerican

Another test came a few weeks later,
when the UN. General Assembly
voted on whether to expel Russia
from its seat on the UN.Human

20
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"After an initially
promising start, Latin
America’s response
to Russia’s invasion
has been largely
disappointing....”

Rights Council (UNHRC). While Russia
lost that vote, it did so with fewer
countries opposed to it than the
previous General Assembly resolution.
Only 93 countries felt Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine merited kicking it off the
UNHRC, 24 voted against, and 58
abstained. This time, only 19 countries
iN Latin America and the Cariblbean
voted in favor of removing Russia
from the UNHRC, and Cuba joined
Bolivia and Nicaragua as the only
countries in the region to oppose the
10 countries

resolution, while

abstained.

Most Latin American countries have
refused to join the Western sanctions
imposed against Russia for its
INvasion, including Argenting, Brazil,



and Mexico, usually strong critics of
iNntervention in general. Nor have they
suspended military, cultural, and
sports ties with Moscow. Brazil has
remained part of the BRICS group,

which includes Russia.

This past June, Ukraine organized a
peace summit in Switzerland and 80
countries signed on to a joint
staterment supporting the “territorial
iNntegrity”
signatory countries in Latin America

of Ukraine. AmMong
were Argenting, Chile, Costa Rica,
Ecuador, Guatemala, Pery,
Uruguay, the Organization

American States also signed the

and
of

declaration. Mexico and Brazl
attended but did not sign the
statement.

Western support for Ukraine, in
Putin's mind, constitutes interference
IN Russia’s “sphere of influence” His
zero-sum mentality leads him to
want to return the favor by messing
with what he perceives to be the
United States sphere of influence In
Latin America. Hence his decision to

21
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send Russian warships—including a

nuclear-powered submarine—and a
frigate carrying hypersonic missiles to
dock in Cuba and Venezuela. The
reality is that such a mowve is more
politically symbolic than militarily
significant. Professor at the US. Army
War College Dr. Evan Ellis described it
as “Kabuki theater” and noted that
political leaders in Moscow diverted
those ships from the Ukrainian
campaign and positioned them to
“relatively stationary and indefensible
positions close to the United States.”

For decades, Russia has maintained
strong ties with commmunist Cuba, the
Ortega regime in Nicaragua, and the
Maduro regime in Venezuela. Putin's
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efforts to expand Russian influence in the region include propaganda through
Spanish-language RT and Sputnik as part of an information war intended to
sow doubts about the United States™ reliability as a partner. Democratic
countries in Latin America should consider expelling RT from their airwaves
and broadcast networks and no longer allowing Russia to spew its rhetoric.

For democratic countries in Latin America, neutrality when it comes to the
Russian invasion of Ukraine is simply wrong. Russia is the clear guilty party and
Ukraine the victim. There is no gray here. Responsibility for the crisis lies squarely
on Russia's shoulders. Neither Ukraine, NATO, nor the European Union did
anything to warrant such a barbarous attack that has clear evidence of war
crimes and crimes against humanity. The invasion represents a clear violation of
Ukraine's sovereignty and territorial integrity. Maintaining a position of neutrality
on thisissue is tantamount to supporting the Kremlin.

The United States needs to do a better job in making the choice clear for
countries in Latin America. Through quiet diplomacy as well as naming and
shaming when and where necessary, Washington should plainly state that
when it comes to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, now is the time to choose sides.
And that the right side to be on is with Ukraine and the democratic countries
that have rallied behind Kyiv, not with Moscow.
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Carlos Hidalgo

President of the Social
Christian Unity Party
(PUSC) of Costa Rica.
Former Latin American
Public Policy Analyst at
Cato Institute and
columnist for various
newspapers.

Graduated in International
Relations from the National
University of Costa Rica.
Holds a master’s degree in
International Commerce
and Public Policy from
George Mason University.

The Ireland of the Americas

Costa Rica, a land of opportunities. This is what
the author proposes as he analyzes the reality of
his country and the commercial prospects that the
new geopolitical landscape presents for the
region.

At the same time, he addresses the challenges of
competitiveness and inequality that Costa Rica
must face and the mechanisms to tackle them. He
suggests that Costa Rica should emulate Ireland's
model, transforming into a large free trade zone
and implementing structural reforms. Among
these, he highlights tax, education, energy, and
labor reforms.




-l_he budding "cold war" between the
US. and China will reshape the global
economy for decades to come, as
global supply chains will increasingly
prioritize resilience and national secu-
rity over economic efficiency. This is not
an encouraging prospect for those of
us who believe in globalization based
on the free exchange of goods and
services. Nonetheless, it presents a
unique opportunity for several Latin
American countries, and few have

better prospects than Costa Rica.
The new investment trends—
nearshoring and  friendshoring—

especially benefit my country. Not only
we are "near' the worlds largest
economy, but we are also Latin
America's oldest democracy. Costa
Rica's national brand is one of the most
established globally, with a reputation
for political stability, high social indi-
cators, and a strong environmental
protection stance.

"global supply chains
will increasingly
prioritize resilience
and national security
over economic efficiency.”
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However, we fail miserably in one area:
competitiveness. Recently, the OECD
identified Costa Rica as the hardest
country in the club to do business with.
For decades, our economic strategy
has focused on attracting foreign
investrment through an attractive free
trade zone regime, which has been
highly successful. Costa Rica has
lbecome a hub for tech manufacturing
—especialy medical devices—and
services. Still, the booming free trade
zones represent only 15% of the GDP,
while the remaining 85% of the
economy is burdened by high taxes,
red tape, and stifling bureaucracy.

This dual economy has led to growing
iIncome disparity, as foreign investment
is concentrated in the Greater Metro-
politan Area around San José, while
unemployment, informality, and lack
of opportunities persist in coastal and
rural areas. Today, Costa Rica has a level
of social inequality, as measured by the
GINI coefficient, higher than the Latin
American average.

If Costa Rica wants to reverse this trend
and fully capitalize on the new global
economic situation, it must focus on
leveling the playing field by boosting



competitiveness across the entire
economy, not just in a few enclaves.
This would not only accelerate econo-
mic growth but also significantly
improve social mobility in the most
disadvantaged regions.

To achieve this, there is no need to
reinvent the wheel: Costa Rica should
follow Ireland's example and aspire to
bbecome a vast free trade zone in the
Americas. One of the cornerstones of
the "Celtic Tiger" model is its low
corporate tax rate—just 125%—which
has attracted foreign investment in
droves and, as The Economist put it,
“transformed a country of poor farmers
iNto a prosperous knowledge-based
economy.” The Irish political consensus
recognizes that competitiveness must
be the precondition for achieving all
other economic and social objectives.
High growth rates have allowed for
increased investment in infrastructure
and human capital.

-~
i
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INn Latin America, Mexico was poised to
e the big winner of nearshoring. The
country had worked on improving its
infrastructure and creating a favorable
iNnvestrment environment, positioning
itself as a competitive option for
companies looking to relocate opera-
tions from China. However, Andrés
Manuel Lopez Obradors judicial
reform will deal a fatal blow to Mexico's
prospects as a safe investrment destina-
tion by undermining the indepen-
dence of the judiciary and eroding the
rule of law. A similar situation is
unfolding in Colombia, where political
uncertainty fueled by Gustavo Petro
increasingly threatens the business
climate.

Turning Costa Rica into the Ireland of
the Americas is possible, but it requires
a medium- and long-term vision that
has so far been absent from national
political debate. A key element of this
strategy must be to push for tax
reforms that balance the temporary
fiscal incentives enjoyed by free trade
zones with the regime established for
the rest of the economy. Structural
reforms in education, energy transition,
digitalization of the economy develop-,
ment of road and port infraestructure,
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and policies aimed at promoting employment and lalbor market formalization
—such as reducing red tape, universalizing childcare, and cutting high labor
taxes—should accompany this.

Costa Rica has a golden opportunity that must be seized soon. While we have
always been privileged by our political stability and natural beauty, we can also
aspire to become a prosperous and developed nation that offers opportunities
for all. The key lies in emulating successful models. Let's become the Ireland of
the Americas.
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International organizations
and their decline

What is the role of the United Nations? What is
happening with the International Criminal Court and
other multilateral organizations that should be
ensuring global peace, democracy, and security?

The author highlights the current period of significant
weakness among various international organizations,
which are failing to achieve real outcomes or fulfill
their mandates.

He also analyzes the progressive and radical leftist
policies that have gained ground 1in these
organizations, turning them into ideologically-driven
actions with little efficiency. He wonders if a global
armed conflict will be necessary to restore hope in
democracy and freedom.




Since the creation of the United
Nations, the successor to the historic
League of Nations, the world regai-
ned hope. There were expectations
that it would be an entity that would
preserve the values of peace and
development in a free world, as both
times they were preceded by two
major global conflagrations.

Over time, however, these hopes
lbegan to fade, especially due to the
ineffectiveness of a Security Council
with veto rights granted to the
powers represented there. These ve-
toes, agreed upon since its inception,
have made decision-making illusory,
No Matter how important or resona-
ble the decisions may seem.

28

What has also contributed to this
decline is the rise of political agendas
within international organizations lea-,
ding to disastrous consequences.
These organizations are plagued by
administrators who are true activists
of radical or gender theories, showing
clear signs of extremism in their
functions.

Increasingly severe armed conflicts
find no significant response from the
UN, which has become a disappoin-
ting entity with little influence. For
example, the Russian invasion of
Ukraine seems to have no resolution
due to the prolonged silence of a
disarmed and inert Security Council.
The repression under the dictatorial
regime of Maduro continues unaba-
ted, with the rule of law non-existent
and the three classic powers contro-
lled by the same dictator. Meanwhile,

Arab-lsraeli conflicts seem to be
ignored.
The International Criminal Court

simply has no ability to prosecute
Venezuelan dictator Maduro or
Vladimir Putin, both of whom have
international arrest warrants, thanks
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"While these The most notorious case is that of
Alicia Barcena, former Executive

organizalions remain , ,
Secretary of the Economic Commi-

dormant, their ssion for Latin America and the Cari
bureaucracies fOCMS blbean (ECLAC), a regional UN bodly.
N Sujo[oortz'n o the After many comfortable years in Chile,

where the headquarters of

ideologies that allowed
them to secure their
well-paid positions....”

to the complicity of governments
aligned with that ideological bloc.

INn Venezuela, after the electoral theft
of the century, repression and violen-
ce continue, with countries in the
region like Mexico remaining silent,
and Brazil and Colombia offering little
of significance. The Organization of
American States (OAS) issues state-
ments that fall into the void.

Currently, no international body or
entity holds the moral or legal
authority to resolve such issues. While
these organizations remain dormant,
their bureaucracies focus on suppor-
ting the ideologies that allowed them
to secure their well-paid positions.

29



ECLAC is located, she dedicated her
efforts to criticizing the free-market
policies of the country that hosted her
—rpolicies that enabled an incredible
economic transformation, considered
by experts as a true economic mi-
miracle. Of course, she said nothing
about the extreme poverty in socialist
or comnmunist countries that have led
their citizens into misery.

The UNDP Charter, Article 2, No. 7, is
regularly violated by high-ranking
officials like Ms. Barcena, who is
prohibited from intervening in the
internal affairs of memlboer states In-.
ternational organizations like ECLAC
and others should represent all
economies and political ideas, not just
the predominant ones within these

bodies.

A new UNDP report titled "Why we
struggle to change" simply adopts
radical stances to impose political
ideologies in Chile, with a clear incli-
nation toward radical leftist policies,
denigrating private enterprise and
blaming entrepreneurs. In reality, the
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"The International Criminal
Court simply has no
ability to prosecute
venezuelan dictator

Maduro or Viadimir Putin,

both of whom have
international arrest
warrants thanks
to the complicity of
governments aligned
with that ideological bloc...”

major obstacle lies in a political class
fragmented into over twenty political
parties and social movements along-,
side a clear populist trend, which even
the president criticizes.

This sad reality, repeated in many
cases, reveals the UN and its regional
entities as the clearest expressions of
the ineffectiveness and discrediting of
a multilateral world. Within these
organizations, the most incredible
ideological interventions have emer-
ged, with the Agenda 20/30 now con-
sidered by many as a reflection of
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what is conceived internally as a sustainable development agenda.

WIll it take the tragic occurrence of major armed confrontations to restore
hope? Or will the outcome be the creation of new narco-states, as seen in
Venezuela and Nicaragua, or failed states like Haiti and Culba, which are
crumbling into poverty? Those of us who still believe in freedom have faith in it.
We trust that democracy will continue to defend the principles and values of a
world that believesin them.

—
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Suspension of European Funding
to the Cuban Criminal Regime

On December 12, 2016, the European Union and Cuba signed a
Political Dialogue and Cooperation Agreement (PDCA), which
rescinded the so-called “Common Position” that had been in
place for two decades. The signing of this agreement marked a
new phase in the bilateral relations between the EU and Cuba,
which are now being heavily questioned.

The author critiques the results of this agreement, calling it a
failure, as it has neither improved the human rights situation
in Cuba nor weakened the Cuban regime's coordination with
Russia.

Gutiérrez-Boronat essentially questions why Europe funds a
regime that actively participates in attacks against the
continent, suggesting that these funds should be redirected to
Ukraine. He also criticizes the lack of action from Latin
American countries, attributing it to ideological corruption
and a fascination with the Castro regime’s absolute power.




-l_he European Union must, for both
moral and strategic reasons, confront
the reality that the Political Dialogue
and Economic Cooperation Agree-
ment with Cuba communist dicta-
torship is a complete failure. Signed
just over seven years ago, this
agreement has funneled millions of
euros from European citizens to the
longest-standing dictatorship in the
Western Hemisphere. It has neither
improved the human rights situation
on the Island nor distanced the
Communist Regime from Moscow.

This is not the fault of the cuban
people, who have mounted a tena-
clous resistance to commmunism since
1959, In recent years, they have broken
through their fear and defied cons-
tant repression, repeatedly taking to
the streets in civic demonstrations to
demand their freedom and rights.

The agreement simply does not work
lbecause of the totalitarian essence of
Cuba's Communist Regime. A regi-
me that prefers to maintain total
political and economic repression of
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its own people to cling to power at all
costs. It must be understood that
Cuba's economic collapse—a country
that, before 1959, had achieved impre-
ssive social and economic develop-
ment indicators in Latin America—
stems from communist policies
imposed literally through blood and
fire on the defenseless cuban people.

True to its totaltarian nature, this
oppressive regime, despite receiving
billions of euros from the EU
Agreement and the Paris Club, has
not hesitated to fully support Russia's
genocidal invasion of Ukraine contri-,
buting troops, diplomatic backing,
and propaganda platforms on social
media.

It is incoherent for Europe to give so
many funds to the Castro regime’s

while it enters a mutual defense




agreement with the Belarusian dicta-
torship, committing nothing lessthan
to send cuban troops to Minsk "for
training."

These same special units of the Castro
regime’s, known as the "black be-
rets' have been crucial in crushing
civic movements inside Cuba. Today,
they are also fighting under Russian
orders in Ukraine and helping to
defend Nicolas Maduro's dictatorship
in Venezuela.

It makes no sense for Europe to
sanction Putin while financing his
main satellite. It Makes no sense for
Europe to send public funds to a
cuban regime integrated with Putin,
Lukashenko, Maduro, and Ortega,
which participates in the attack on
Europe. Instead, these same funds, in
the same amounts, should e sent to
S

Ukraine, which resisting and

fighting in defense of all of Europe.

However, despite the morally incohe-
rent cooperation agreement be-
tween the European Union andthe
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Castro-Commmunist dictatorship, Latin
America has shown the least reaction
to the totalitarian tragedy on the
Island. The collective of European
nations has insisted and pressured
(starting with Spain, Portugal, and
Creece) for public power to be
returned to society. The same has
lbeen done by countries in central and
southern Europe. But Latin American
nations have not done the same with
Cuba.

Several factors have played a role in
this. First, the confusion and ideolo-
gical corruption of too many leadersin
the region, along with the prejudice-
based acceptance that the cuban
people are not deserving of the same
rightsand freedomsastherest of La-

"Is incoherent for
Europe to give so many
funds to the Castro
regime’s while it enters
a mutual defense
agreement with the
Belarusian dictatorship...”



AGENDA ISSUE 6 - SEPTEMBER 2024

tin Americans. Added to this is the fascination of many with the Castro regime’s
absolute power, anti-Americanism, and the region’s lack of a cohesive political
vision. This has resulted in the spread of the Castro totalitarian virus across the
region, leading to Venezuela's catastrophic collapse, the resurgence of
totalitarian power in Nicaragua, and the establishment of a well-disguised
dictatorship in Bolivia. Today, other countries in the region face similar dangers.

If there is one issue that should unite Latin America's democratic forces, it is the
matter of Culba. An activist stance in favor of liberating the culban people, who (1)
have not stopped fighting for their freedom and (2) whose resistance forces
have achieved significant unity of action and purpose. | believe that the
democratic parties in our region have understood this and have assumed
leadership in the region. This coordinated effort must continue, grow, and lead
to a democratic integration between Latin America and Europe to confront the
spread of totalitarianism in the region. This is urgent and must e driven by truly
responsible and visionary politicians. Otherwise, strategic myopia and indecision
will only spell a sad fate for our hemisphere.
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in six legislatures.

Ibero-American Affairs: A Central
Responsibility of the Spanish Senate

Spain has always played a key role in the ties
between Europe and Latin America, and within
Spain's democratic institutions, the Senate holds a
central responsibility for addressing Ibero-American
issues.

The author of this article is the highest authority
within the Spanish Senate for decisions on the main
topics linking both regions, and he outlines the
agenda set for this legislative term.

He also discusses the issues that generate the most
concern and attention in the Senate and the role of
the Committee he leads in the political and cultural
battle to defend freedom, democracy, and western
values.




_I_he Spanish Senate, together with the
Congress of Deputies, forms the Par-
liament, creating a bicameral system.
Since 1977, a unigue and specific
committee within the Senate has
bbeen dedicated to addressing any
lbero-
America: the Committee on lbero-

and all issues concerning
Anmerican Affairs, which | am honored
to chair this legislative term.

Since January, the delates in our se-
ssions have resulted in various resolu-
tions (*motions” in Spanish parlia-
mentary language) on current topics
iN the region: the political situation in
Venezuela, the defense of human
rights, the drift toward authorita-
rianism, the persecution of journalists
and media outlets, and the demand
for democratic transparency in electo-
ral processes, among others.

However, the most significant session
was held in June—a special meeting
where we had the immense honor of
hosting Venezuelan leader Maria
Corina Machado via teleconference.
We had the opportunity to withess

and admire her determination, coura-
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ge, and leadership firsthand. This has
led to a resounding victory for the
opposition platform, making Edmun-
do Gonzalez the winner of the elec-
tion by a large majority and the presi-
dent-elect of Venezuela today.

This committee's purpose stems
from Spain’s vital role as part of an
international cormmunity of 22 coun-
tries, with which we share cultural
roots, family ties, universal values busi-,
ness projects, and countless emotio-
nal connections. We also share many
challenges and opportunities for the
future, where we must walk together.




That's why we have launched a work
program with speakers to discuss
and reflect on these challenges. Since
1991, the lbero-American Conference
has expanded through the process of
summits of heads of state and
government, evolving into a broad
ecosystem of lbero-American actors
that now form the Conference. The
Summit is, without a doubt, the tip of
the iceberg in a system of meetings,
forums, working groups, and semi-
nars that interact with public actors
and civil society to promote projects
and programs that characterize the
cooperation system, foster political
dialogue, and undoubtedly streng-
then the lbero-American identity.

"Since 1991, the
Ihero-American Conference

has expanded through

the process of summits of
heads of state and

government, evolving into

a broad ecosystem of
Ibhero-American actors...”
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The world has changed significantly
iN the 33 years since the first Summit,
especially since the COVID-19
pandemic, Russia's invasion
Ukraine, and the impact of techno-
logical advances on democracies. The

of

lbero-American countries have em-
barked on a reflection about the
future of economic, social, and enwvi-
ronmental
guides the work of the Conference.

development, which

Spain has been a driving force in the
not only
through government action but also
through
academic institutions, social groups,
and professional networks. These
entities have contributed for over
three decades to the strengthening
of lbero-America, and naturally, so has
the Spanish Senate.

lbero-American  space,

business  organizations,

The Senate has always been a
staunch ally of the lbero-American
region, contributing to its develop-
ment and strengthening since 1977.
Through this historic Commmittee on
lbero-American Affairs and its parlia-
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nmentary activity, the Spanish Senate has closely followed the evolution of lbero-
American society. It remains a committed partner to the region and now
watches with concern the state of the llbero-American community.

For this reason, we have organized this work program to listen to various
political, social, cultural, and business voices that can offer insights, contributions,
and recommendations for improving the lives of the citizens who are part of
this great family that is llbero-America.
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SR The End of Arévalo’s
— Government Honeymoon.

The authors examine President Bernardo Arévalo’s
administration in Guatemala, nine months after taking
office. They review the current challenges facing his anti-
corruption agenda and reflect on the need for support from
the United States and Latin America for democratic
governance in the country.

Among Arévalo’s challenges, the authors mention a corrupt
judicial system and, politically, a Congress without
representatives from his party, which hinders the
fulfillment of his anti-corruption agenda. Additionally, they
highlight internal weaknesses in the administration,
particularly with regards to its relations with the private
sector, and a lack of experienced personnel.

Despite these challenges, the authors call for international
support, especially from the United States, to strengthen
democracy in Guatemala.




I:or Guatemalan President Bernardo
Arévalo, the first months in office have
been focused on fighting the

corruption his predecessors
embedded in the countrys
government and instaling a

transparent public administration in
its place. Delivering on the anti-
open
platform that he campaigned on
goes hand-in-hand with delivering on

corru ption, governance

other key priorities including
economic reactivation and reducing
crime and insecurity, including

clamping down on extortion. He
faces two key governance challenges:
a judiciary still cooped by entrenched
corruption and a legislature without
any of his partisans. To deliver on his
promises, President Arévalo must

"Arévalo and
his administration
represent a once-
in-a-generation
opportunity for
advancing democratic
governance in Guatemala.”
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address several Incumbent
weaknesses within his administration,
including a lack of experienced staff
and a strained historical relationship

with the private sector.

For over a decade, the country's deep-
seated culture of corruption allowed
political, economic, and institutional
elites to operate with impunity. Now,
the electoral victory of President
Arévalo and his reformist agenda
alongside significant citizen support
bring the critical political will to
fighting the entrenched corruption in
Guatemala. Arévalo and his adminis-
tration represent a  once-in-a-
generation opportunity for advancing
democratic [

governance N

Guatemala. However,
General Consuelo Porras, selected by
former President Alejandro
Glammattel, continues to olbstruct
corruption
iNvestigations. Most recently, the
Porras-led Public Ministry attempted
a judicial action to revoke Arévalo's
presidential immunity and indict him

ON SPUrious corruption charges.

Attorney

and undermine



Further, the exclusion of the President
Arévalo's political party, Semilla (Seed),
from congressional leadership roles
prevents the administration from
by
impeding coordination between the
legislative and executive branches to
develop and implement a legislative
agenda. These issues were evidenced
when the legislature declined to even
consider or debate a recent proposal
from President Arévalo to reform the

addressing  structural  issues

organic law of the Public Ministry,
provide  legal
justifications for the removal of the
Attorney General. In an apparent
snub toward the president, nearly 90
deputies from various parties—more

which would

than half of the legislative body—
faled to even attend the plenary
session.

While the congressional governing
coalition of center-left and center-
right  political  parties
operational, there are approaching
issues that will test its stability. These
include the 2025 budget, sought by
the Executive to streamline public
Management and increase spending

remains
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R —a
on education, health, and security;,
election of magistrates and judges to
the country's top courts, reform to the
2016 Electoral and Political Parties Law

with special emphasis on parity, as
well as the approval of a Competition
Law, among others. On a positive
note, the legislature recently
approved 2024 budget
realignment by T4 votes, which will
provide the administration with more
flexibility to address its priorities in the
near term, though certain points are

a

before the constitutional court.
Crafting, and
communicating an effective policy
agenda requires sufficient technical
staff with experience in public
Management—something that
President Arévalos administration

coordinating

lacks. Forming strategic alliances to
capable
for

recruit technocrats is

essential the administration’s

success. This includes developing a



strategic plan on how to manage,
coordinate, and communicate with
ministries. The recent reshuffling of
several Ministers—Environment and
Health
Communications, Infrastructure, and

Natural Resources, and
Housing Ministers—within a short
timeframe llustrated weakness on
that front Arévalo's

administration needs to quickly

President

address this deficiency to generate
progress toward their commmitments
and to demonstrate competency to
citizens through decisive action.

The Arévalo administration will also
need allies outside of government to
advance on priority areas including
and

INcreasing transparency

economic reactivation—areas that
are critical to mMmaintaining citizen
support. The Guatemalan private
sector is a critical actor but one that
the administration has not effectively

engaged. So far, the private sector has

been taking a “wait and see”
approach, waiting on the
administraton to make more

decisive decisions, which has delayed
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much needed financial investment as
well as support for shared priorities.

Promisingly, the private sector overall
has two priorities which seem to align
with the administration: (1)
Promotion of an infrastructure law for
the development of highways to

well

provide for greater road access and
reduce transportation costs, and (2)
reforms to the 2016 Electoral and
Parties Law. With more
candid conversation around these

Political

Issues, consensus areas could include
reforming criteria enabling political
participation; regulating
campaigns, addressing the role of the

early

media and limitations on advertising

Costs;
administrative from political functions

and the separation of
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of the Supreme Electoral Tribunal (TSE), including staggered elections of
magistrates to avoid conflicts of interest.

The administration must also strengthen its alliances beyond the private sector.
In his first months in office, the President has picked numerous battles with
various sectors on several fronts simultaneously. While some conflicts have
lbbeen unavoidable—such as that with the Public Ministry relating to the removal
of the Attorney General—others have been poorly timed. For example,
President Arévalo put himself at odds with the military over allowing women to
serve in special forces. While President Arévalo sees this as an important step
toward increasing gender equality and inclusion, timing is everything in politics.
The military is an ally and sees its role as defender of the Constitution. President
Arévalo and his tearm could harness this perspective for collaboration to address
the most foundational barriers to advancing their agenda: the persistent
influence of entrenched forces.

While challenges abound, continuing to support Guatemala's fragile
democracy is critical, not only for the region, but here in the United States. The
United States has a true partner for democratic change in President Arévalo. His
administration is one of the few in the region that continues to recognize
Taiwan and has been vocal about the need for a return to democracy in
Venezuela. Promoting economic reactivation through hand-in-hand
cooperation with the private sector will drive economic growth and job creation,
ultimately improving the living conditions and reducing migration. Building
capacity for public administration and legislative processes is essential for
governance in the short term. In the medium- to long term, support for
building strong and vibrant parties is paramount for a sustainable democracy.
Addressing these democratic deficits and providing Guatemala the tools
needed to enhance the rule of law and institutions is a strategy worth investing

in.
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Portugal: Turning
the Page on Socialism

In April of this year, the center-right regained power
in Portugal, after many years of being relegated to
the opposition, facing the ruling socialist majorities.
An alliance led by the conservative Social Democratic
Party (PSD) achieved a narrow victory, capturing 80
seats in the 230-seat National Assembly. The far-
right party (Chega) won 50 seats.

The author analyzes the situation of the Portuguese
Republic following the November 2023 elections. She
presents the main ideas of the Democratic Alliance—
the winning coalition composed of the Social
Democratic Party (PSD) and the Social Democratic
Center (CDS)—and the changes the new government
seeks to implement for the development of Portugal
and its society.




N Novermber 2023, Portugal woke up
IN the Midst of a deep palitical crisis
that led to the resignation of its Prime
Minister and, as a consequence, tothe
President of the Republic calling for
elections.

The result of these elections, a clear
expression of the Portuguese peo-
ple's will, was unequivocal: a red card
for the socialist government that had
led our country since 2015 The
Portuguese people expressed their
desire for a change of paradigm, to
turnthe page.

Although Portugal is a safe country
with welcoming and friendly people,
a good climate, solid democratic
foundations, and a defender of
hurman rights, it faces several chronic
challenges that persisted—and still
persist—when the new government
took office. It is urgent to promote
growth, lift the country from the
bottom of Europe, and emibbark on
reforms needed both now and in
preparation for an increasingly

complexworld.
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We needed a country less dependent
on the state, one that encourages
private initiative and believes in the
importance of those who create the
conditions for wealth generation. A
state that incentivizes small busi-
nesses to aspire to become medium-
sized and medium-sized ones to
grow into large, internationally com-

petitive companies.

We need a state that protects the
most vulnerable, lifts people out of
poverty, and provides them with the
necessary conditions to build their
own projects of happiness. This
objective can be achieved through
several avenues, such as reducing
taxes on companies so they can grow
—investing their profits in innovation




and increased production—and
paying better wages to their emplo-
yees, A state that does not fear foreign
iNnvestment and values it, knowing
that it will grow the Portuguese
economy and benefit national

lbbusinesses.

All of these concerns were at the core
of the Democratic Allance—the
winning caoalition composed of the
Social Democratic Party (PSD) and
the Social Democratic Center (CDS).
In fact, it is with a focus on these areas
—and more—that the government
has guided its actions.

Thus,
governance, the Portuguese govern-
ment has already begun laying a solid
foundation for structural reform in our
country. It implemented a tax
reduction for Portuguese familiesand
presented a new housing strategy. In

in just five months of

the area of health, within just 60 days,
it introduced an Emergency and
Transformation plan aimed at elimi-
nating waiting lists for consultations,
patients without a doctor, and other
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Issues that had persisted for nearly a
decade.

'in just five months
of governance, the
Portuguese government
has already begun
laving a solid foundation
for structural reform
in our country.”

With the goal of strengthening trust
iNn public institutions and the political
class, an anti-corruption agenda with
introduced,
including lobbying regulation. In the

32 measures was

economic realm, a program was
launched with measures offering
companies a vision of a more
prosperous and competitive future.

As a young parliamentarian, | cannot
help but highlight one of the most
anticipated reforms: prioritizing young
people, giving them reasons to stay in
their country, and contributing value
to our economy. With this premise,
the government introduced a plan to
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retain talent, focusing on five areas of action. The plan aims to substantially
reduce taxes for this age group, provide solutions for mental health and
housing—through assistance in purchasing a first home—and offer support
to university students.

Portugal has always had a European, Atlantic, and international vocation. It
always has been and will continue to e, but it has been lacking a bit more
attention to what is happening within its borders. With a focus both
domestically and internationally, we have turned the page on socialism;
better days have arrived, and many more are on their way.
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