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Cuban Regime:
The End is Near and Unstoppable

Welcometo Issue7 of AGENDA! In our
October edition, we bring insightful
contributions from prominent
Western leaders, sharing their ideas
and proposals from Argenting, Bolivia,
Brazil, Chile, Cuba, Spain, the United
States, Panama,and Europe. These
perspectives invite usto reflectona
wide range of current global and
regional topics.

IN1950, Havana outpaced many
American states in economic, cultural,
and educational development.
However, Cuba now facesan
economic, food, energy, and health
crisis that has pushed it to the edge of
total collapse.

This month, the island was plunged
iNnto darkness, enduring several days
without electricity. Once again, we see

a regime failing on all fronts in terms of
human resources, infrastructure,and
technical capacity. Cuba's power
plants, built in the 1970s, have reached
the end of their lifespan and can no
longer withstand repairs. Like
everything else on theisland, the
deteriorating energy system reflects
the passage of time and a complete
lack of capital, investrent, and
modernization.

Much of the economic, creative,and
commercial energy that once thrived
iIN Cuba has left, primarily relocating to
the United States, where it has




created acommunity with a
profoundly positive impact on daily
life. The regime has persecuted and
driven out those who once made

Cuba an open and prosperous
country.

But societies are waking up, and
populist totalitarian regimes, whether
left- or right-wing, are nearing their
end. The October 28 electionsin
Uruguay, Chile,and Brazil show that
societies No longer want experiments
or false promises. Citizens are
returning to traditional center-right
parties that provide stability,
transparency, solid institutions,and
limited government interferencein
dalily life.

The current challenge for political
leaders is tofind the right formula for
broad representation, allowing them
to build stable majorities and secure
the governability needed to
Implement the reformsthey
promised during their campaigns.

AGENDA aims to contribute to this
space forengagement,and in Issue 7,
we present powerful articles that
bring us closer to these pressing
realities. Don't miss the full content of
this edition. Enjoy the reading!

LIBERTAD

AGENDA ISSUE 7 - OCTOBER 2024




AGENDA ISSUE 7 - OCTOBER 2024

Carlos Diaz-Rosillo, Ph.D. 2=
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Monthly Refleetion

Latin America: A Return to Free
Market Principles and Liberal Democracy

After more than a decade of leftist In several countries. According tothe
governmentsin Latin America,largely  Economic Commission for Latin
associated with the Puebla Group America and the Cariblbean (ECLAC),

and the Sao Paulo Forum, the region economic growth intheregionis
Iswithessing a new political shift. This expected to reach just 12% in 2024—

change is marked by the rise of far below the levels needed to reduce
political figures promoting free- poverty and create jobs. The COVID-19
market principles and liberal pandemic and lockdowns
democracy, a reflection of the implemented by all countries
reaction of the peoples of the worsened this situation, pushing
Americas to the economic failures millions into poverty, with more than
and institutional crises promoted by 30% of the population now facing
left-wing administrations in many of economic vulnerability.

these countries.

The Economic and Political Context
This political shift isoccurring at a
critical time for Latin America, asthe
region faces a prolonged economic

recession and democratic backsliding




This climate of economic and political
frustration has been fertile ground for
the emergence of new leaders
advocating for liberal reforms and
pro-market policies. In Argenting, for
INnstance, libertarian economist Javier
Milei has caused a political
earthquake with his promise to "end
the political caste" and curb
hyperinflation. Milei, who won the first
round of the presidential election with
30% of the votes, has pledged to
shrink the size of the state and cut
public spending as part ofa planto
stabilize the Argentine economy. He is
mMaking strides, though not without
setbacks. The medium-term success
of these reforms will be pivotal for the
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The number of votes received by each party in the sectional elections in Brazil.
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growth and success of similar
proposals across the region.

The Case of Brazil

The recent electoral success of
political groups aligned with the right
and center-right is a signal of this shift.
Former President Jair Bolsonaro's
Liberal Party achieved significant
victories, one of the most symbolic
being the re-election of S&o Paulo
Mayor Ricardo Nunes.

The chart below summarizes the
numMber of votes obtained by four
political organizations with free-
market agendas, which surpass those
of the historically dominant Workers'
Party, led by current President Luiz
Inacio Lula da Silva.
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Sectional Elections in Chile

The recent sectional elections in Chile
also reflect the growth of a
counterbalance to the ruling political
force. The Chile Vamos coalition leads
with 122 mayoral seats, surpassing the
official Contigo Chile Mejor coalition,
which secured Tl municipalities. The
most significant result wasin the
Santiago municipality, where Mario
Desbordes, the candidate from
National Renewal (RN),emerged
victorious. While it's too early for
predictions, some view these results
asa potential preview of the
upcoming presidential election.

Challenges for Govermment
Management

Although promises of free-market
and economic liberalization have
gained appeal among parts of the
population, the challenges for leaders
In developing their governance
strategies are immense. Liberal-
leaning governmentswill need to
show tangible results to maintain

public support.

Leaderslike Luis Lacalle Pou, who
assumed the presidency of Uruguay
IN 2020, have opted for more
pragmatic strategies. Lacalle Pou
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Implemented economic
deregulation policies and promoted
private investment, which led to 4.3%
economic growth in Uruguay in 202],
despite the pandemic. However, he
faces the challenge of sustaining this
growth and reducing the fiscal defict,
one of the most severe issues
Impacting the country’s financial
stability.

Since taking office in 2023, Paraguay's
President, Santiago Pena, has
established a new vision focused on
strengthening regional market
Integration. His focus on projects like
the Paraguay-Parana waterway and
the Bi-Oceanic Corridor aims to
position Paraguay as a strategic hub
for South American trade.Inthe
energy sector, he hascommitted to
leveraging Paraguay's substantial
hydroelectric capacity.
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Mobilization and Communication:
Keys to Success

Afundamental challenge for these
new leaders is effective mobilization
and commmunication. Free-market
reforms are often unpopular inthe
shortterm, asthey entall
adjustments that can cause social
unrest.

At the sametime, these
governments will need to contend
with strong resistance from sectors
that benefited from leftist policies,
both politically and in labor unions.
Javier Milei, for example, has faced
harsh criticism from social
movements and Argentine unions,
which see his proposals as a direct
threat to their interests. His ability to

“Since laking office
in 2023, Paraguay's
President Santiago Pena
has established a
new vision focused on
strengthening regional
market integration...”

build coalitions and overcome this
resistance will be crucial to
iImplementing hisagenda.

The shift toward free-market policies
IN Latin America reflects a profound
changeintheregion. Thisturnis
occurring amid economic crisesand
democratic setbacks, prompting
mMany citizens to seek policies that
promote economic freedom and
democratic openness. On the other
hand, there is great expectation
regarding the relationship between
this shift in political culture in Latin
America and what the future may
hold if a similar outcome prevailsin
the upcoming presidential election in
the United States.

As is always the case, however, the
success of these new administrations
will depend on their ability to mobilize
the citizenry, commmunicate
effectively,and deliver tangible results
that improve peoplée’s lives in tangible

ways.
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Centa
Rek Lopez

Senator for Santa Cruz, Bolivia.

Member of the political party
"Creemos" (We Believe)

_— Bolivia in the Grip
—  of 21st-Century Socialism

What is the political and social situation in Bolivia? Is the
democratic regime still intact, or has the country aligned itself
with the totalitarianism of Cuba, Venezuela, and Nicaragua?
What must those who believe in freedom, division of powers,
and the rule of law do?

Bolivian Senator Centa Rek addresses all these questions,
describing Bolivia as a country shrouded in darkness, with its
people suffering through a harsh period of political instability
and economic crisis. She portrays a political movement that has
taken control of every state institution and stripped political
parties of their ability to represent the people.
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feel a strange sensation when
presenting Bolivia as one of the South
American countries overtaken and
undermined by the grip of 2lst-
century dictatorships, it feels like
admitting to a lethal iliness you would
never have wanted but must accept
to begin seeking a path to recovery
and the restoration of seriously
damaged rights and freedoms.

The Movement for Socialism (MAS)
project has been in place in Bolivia for
20 years, beginning with Evo Morales
ascent to power. During thistime, the
democratic opposition has struggled
to resist, with little success. In recent
years, we have suffered a retreat and
suffocation caused by laws crafted to
shrink spaces for democratic action
and struggle.

Today, Bolivia faces a free-falling
economic, political,and social
deterioration, daily resembling more
the Cuban, Venezuelan,and
Nicaraguan regimes under asingle-
party system controlled by a small
clique of oppressors. With subdued

institutions, rights violations,and
imprisonment of opposition figures
who refuse to submit to power,
Bolivia ison a dark path.

Since MAS took power with its large
congressional majority (achieved
through questionable electoral
processes),a new Political
Constitution wasdraftedina
Constituent Assembly that ended up
legislating fromn a military base,
iImposed through revolts and deaths
(February 7,2009). In thisway, a series
of absolutist laws have been enacted,
including the Electoral Regime Law
(June 30, 2010) and the law
eliminating state funding for political
parties (August 21,2008),aimed at
their extinction. A set of hurdles and
sanctionswere also established to

"Today, Bolivia faces a [ree-
falling economic, political,
and social deterioration,
daily resembling more
the Cuban, Venezuelan,
and Nicaraguan regimes.”



prevent civil society from supporting
political representations outside the
single party that the regime defends
and upholds.

Let us remnember that funding for
political partiesand the need to
regulate their existence was
approved inthe 1970s to prevent drug
trafficking and related crimes from
infiltrating national politics through
financial neans. In 1983, the Political
Parties Lawwas enacted to
institutionalize, strengthen,and
prevent them from disbbanding into
smaller organizations.

Under the new laws within the
framnework of the new Constitution,
political parties have dwindled,
mMaintaining only their registration
with the Supreme Electoral Tribunal,
with the possibility of disappearing
entirely with each new election ifthey
do not reach a minimum vote
percentage (3 percent nationwide).
Solid ideological bases, party
membership,and citizen
participation in internal party
democracy have been eroded,

10
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leaving a single nationwide party—
MAS-Movement for Socialisr—
financed by the seven federations of
coca leaf growers from Chapare and a

vast army of public employees
required to "contribute" a portion of
their salaries to sustain it

Political parties have lost their
exclusive role in political
representation and can no longer
consolidate or expand nationally.
Currently,small political parties and
citizen groups must form regional
and national alliances to meet the
legal requirements for participating in
national or subnational elections—
often without guiding principles or
long-term alliances, solely with the
aim of confronting MAS. Meanwhile,
MAS operates asa machine
occupying every political space,
shamelessly controlling the legislative,
judicial,and electoral branches.
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Tosecure control over all political
spaces, MAS has also launched a
geopolitical plan to seize and control
eastern Bolivig, the primary
opposition stronghold to Evo Morales'
and now Luis Arce'sgovernment.
Through a series of laws referred to as
"iIncendiary laws" MAS allows and
encouragesthe burning and
subsequent clearing of national parks,
forests, and reserves in the Pando,
Beni,and Santa Cruzdepartmentsto
later "legally" hand over the cleared
land to so-called "interculturals," a
euphemism for Chapare coca
growers and other MAS-offiliated
groups spearheading this territorial
takeover.

The pretext for implementing this
geopolitical expansion is allegedly
ensuring food security by promoting
food production on cleared lands. This
has led to unprecedented
deforestation, environmental
destruction,and media coverage
worldwide, as Bolivia has lost 101
million hectares to fires over the last
four months, including the
devastation of vital water reserves.

In these conditions, extremely
weakened, economically destroyed
at the core, and visibly worn down, we
face the enormous challenge of
reconstructing an opposition to
contest elections under vastly
unequal conditions—with a
compromised electoral body, a
submissive judiciary atthe
government's orders, a severe
economic crisis,and a parallel dollar
exchange rate threatening foreign
trade.

We are weakened by infighting
within the ruling party itself while Evo
Morales and Arce Catacoraengage in
ajudicial battle to decide which of
them will take power. We must
pursue a path of unity to confront the
"Goliath," who continues creating

scenarios that leave us with neither
options Nor respite.
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e The New Europe-Latin America Cycle

Does Europe still serve as a model of prosperity and global
development? What is its new role in the Western world,
particularly regarding its ties with Latin America?

Ignacio Salafranca, a distinguished professional politician with
extensive experience in the European integration process,
analyzes Europe’s declining role in the world economy and the
necessity of adapting to demographic and geopolitical shifts. He
points out that Europe’s influence on the global stage is waning
while new players such as the BRICS, particularly China, are
gaining prominence.

Regarding the EU-Latin America relationship, he examines trade
and strategic agreements with countries such as Mexico, Brazil,
and Chile and the pending agreement with MERCOSUR. At the
same time, he highlights the importance of European
institutions, especially the Parliament, renewing their agenda
with the region and adapting policies to current global changes.




I_ ast June, elections for the European
Parliament took place. Unlike the
Mid-1980s, when European
integration was gaining momentum
through the Delors Commmission's
New Frontier for Europe project—a
Europe without borders and the
creation of the Single Market,
particularly following the fall of the
Soviet Union and the Berlin Wall—
these elections occurred after a
continuous series of crises, or
"oolycrises," as Timothy Garton Ash
has called them.

The 2008 economic and financial
crisis cost European taxpayers €800
billion and nearly 40 million jobs. The
derailment of the EU-Ukraine
Association Agreement in 2013and
the Crimea invasion in 2014. The
refugee crisis in 2015. Brexit in 2016.
The arrival of Trump in 2017.COVID in
2020. The invasion of Ukraine in 2022
and the tragic Middle Eastern conflict
after Hamas attacked Israel last
Octoboer.

In recent years, the European Union
has been overtaken by China asthe
world's second-largest economic
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bloc, and the functioning of the Single
Market and the Union as a project has
been scrutinized in critical reports by
former Italian Prime Ministers Enrico
Letta and Mario Draghi, which include
a series of measuresto reverse the
situation.

Tothisend, it is essential to consider a
range of economic and demographic
data. Many economic analysts predict
that by 2050, ho European country
will be inthe G8. Germany will rank
Sth, and the United Kingdom 10th.
While Europe represented 25% of the
global population for much ofthe
20th century, today, it stands at under
7%.These economicand
demographic shifts have political
conseguences, not only for Europe
but also for the former West, which
Will soon represent less than Africa’s
population.
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New actors participate in global
governance and the management of
international conflicts. The West will
need to make room on the global
stage toavoid losing influence on
new players who do not necessarily
share the same apjproach, values, or
mindset. Moreover, migration and
changesin the economic model,
driven by globalization and significant
transformations, are central political
and electoral issues on both sides of
the Atlantic, with clear international
implications.

The sixteenth BRICS+ Summitis
taking place in Kazan, Russia, with
over 35 delegations representing a
significant portion of the global
population and now surpassing the
G7interms of GDP. This underscores
the importance of maintaining the
EU's Latin American policy—a
process designed in the mid-80sand
culminating in the Bi-Regional
Strategic Partnership of the EU-
CELAC Summitsin 1999, which built
onthe San José and Rio Group
ministerial dialogues—at the top of
the European Union's priority list.

"The West will
need to make
room on the global
stage to avoid losing
influence on new players...”

This effort, initiated by then-European
Commissioner Abel Matutes and
continued by Manuel Marinand
Benita Ferrero-\Waldner, resulted in
two Strategic Partnerships with
Mexico and Brazil, along with a dense
network of political and commercial
agreements, both bilateral and
regional, with Chile, Mexico, Peru,
Colombia, Ecuador, Central America,
and a Palitical Dialogue and
Cooperation Agreement with Cuba.

The European Parliament has
granted its consent to the new
agreement with Chile and isawaiting
ratification from the Chilean
Parliament. Negotiations with Mexico
are well-advanced, though it remains
to be seen how the recent
constitutional reforms—seen by
nMany observers as a clear democratic
setback—align with the agreed
terms.





















































































































