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Will There Be Unity Among 
the Democratic Right in the West?

represent a broad social majority
committed to consolidating
democracy. Within the vast spectrum
of ideologies with legitimate
representation across five continents,
center-right parties have achieved
significant success in implementing
policies that have fostered economic
progress and social development—
both of which are critically needed by
millions worldwide."

Undoubtedly, such unity seems
necessary. Across the West, new
forces have emerged representing a
right-wing approach that is more
assertive than what we are
accustomed to seeing. While the core
ideas may not have changed much,
the methods and tone certainly have.
Perhaps the most visible novelty is the
critique of the political status quo and
the rejection of certain cultural
concessions that cultural
conservatism might have previously
made. 

For many years, political parties and
think tanks aligned with Christian
social, liberal, and conservative
ideologies have worked together to
construct a political and ideological
alternative. This alternative aims to 
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In both Latin America and Europe, as
well as globally, organizations exist
that unite parties responsible for
transformative governments focused
on free markets, equal opportunity,
and the rule of law. Recently, the most
prominent global organization of
political parties, the International
Democrat Union (IDU), which brings
together 85 of the world's most
important and representative parties,
held its annual meeting in
Washington, D.C. The Republican

Party hosted the event, featuring the
participation of many of its leading
figures, some of whom are expected
to play pivotal roles in the new
American administration. Around the
same time, the innovative CPAC –
Conservative Political Action
Conference hosted its global meeting
in Buenos Aires, Argentina. The
institutionalization of this organization,
which brings together emerging
libertarian and conservative forces in
the West, marks a significant
development. The question is
whether this organization, alongside
more traditional and established
ones, should seek common ground,
coordination, and interaction.

I believe they should. Just as the left
has managed to organize and
coordinate its actions, so too must all
those positioned from the center to 

"Many center-right
governments, which 
have been successful 

and orderly in 
public administration, 

fail to secure reelection...”
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the right. Collective and coordinated
action is always more potent and
sustainable than the sum of individual
efforts. 

Of course, this joint work must
preserve the unique identity and
representation of each group, as it is
precisely their diversity of perspectives
that can contribute ideas, labor, social
representation, political action, and
greater impact in the extensive
cultural battle of the 21st century.

Something significant is happening:
many center-right governments,
which have succeeded in
implementing effective and orderly
public administration, fail to secure
reelection and thus continuity in
governing their countries. Numerous
examples of this can be found in Latin
America. Consider what has occurred
over the past five years in Argentina,
Chile, Honduras, Colombia, Brazil, and
Uruguay. Each had center-right
governments that were unable to
maintain electoral continuity.

Many factors likely contributed to this, 

but one significant reason is the lack
of a strong message with a clear
ideological identity. Such a message
must remain open enough to build
broader majorities for representation
and state administration.

Given this reality, I believe all those
who embrace ideas and values from
the center to the right must seek
points of convergence and
coordination. This will enable them to
expand their reach, strengthen their  

Javier Milei, President of Argentina, keynote
speaker at the CPAC meeting held in Buenos
Aires.
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electoral efforts, and build new
majorities capable of securing greater
representation, stability, and
continuity in governance. Such unity
would undoubtedly lead to a future
with more freedom, equal
opportunities, and social and
economic development.

Welcome to Issue 8 of AGENDA! In
this November edition, we feature
outstanding contributions from
prominent Western leaders sharing
their ideas and proposals from
Argentina, Cuba, Chile, the United
States, Uruguay, Puerto Rico, and
Europe. These invite us to reflect on
numerous global and regional
current affairs.

We begin with the notable reflections
of Carlos Díaz-Rosillo, Director of the
Adam Smith Center for Economic
Freedom at FIU, on Donald Trump’s
significant victory in the United States
and the perspectives it offers for his
country and the world. Following this,
we present insightful articles covering
the most pressing issues in the West.
Don’t miss any of the content in this
issue of AGENDA. Enjoy the read!

Manfred Weber, President of the European
People's Party and the European People's
Group, one of the keynote speakers at the 
IDU meeting in Washington.
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The Trump wave: an undisputed victory

Source: The New York Times.

Donald J. Trump has successfully
secured his return to the presidency of
the United States with a decisive result
in the 2024 elections. His victory
encompassed all aspects of our unique
electoral model: he won the popular
vote by over two million votes,
triumphed in all the swing states, and,

in the process, secured 312 of the 538
available Electoral College votes. The
following chart, published by The New
York Times, summarizes the results
and reveals the new political map of
the United States.

Chart 1. U.S. 2024 Electoral Results
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Source: The New York Times.

After months of speculation and polls
that rarely predicted Trump’s victory,
political analysts are now trying to
explain the phenomenon (and are
reluctant to acknowledge the bias
evident in how nearly all media outlets
covered the election). Humbly, I must
mention that I had been predicting
Trump’s victory in dozens of radio and
television interviews throughout the
campaign, even months before the
election (see, for instance, this clip aired
three weeks prior to the electoral 

victory, among many others available
online). 

The voters' choice was a resounding
endorsement that demostrated
Trump’s decisive leadership of the
current American political system. The
following chart illustrates the striking
political shift in the population as
compared to 2020:

Chart 2. Variations in Electoral Support

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=an85pFQSN6U
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Latinos and Workers: The New
Republican Voter 

The phenomenon of increasing
Hispanic support for Donald Trump
marks a significant shift in U.S. electoral
dynamics. While Trump’s most
predominant voter profile remains
men aged 45 to 64, the recent election
showcased a notable expansion of his
support base across nearly all
demographic segments. Among
Hispanicvoters, pro-Trump support
grew by over 10 percentage points,
highlighting a deeper connection with
this community's economic and social
concerns. This growth can be
attributed to policies focused on
combating inflation, protecting legal
employment opportunities,
enhancing security, and a growing
alignment with family and religious
values shared by many in the Hispanic
community. An almost equally
significant shift was observed in
support from young voters for the
Trump-Vance ticket.

MAGA: The Workers' Party 

The MAGA (Make America Great
Again) movement has transformed 

the Republican Party into the party of
the working class. Trump’s critiques of
Chinese dumping, the adverse effects
of trade agreements, his pledge to
revalue the dollar globally, and his push
for national reindustrialization have
garnered strong support from middle-
and working-class communities that
felt abandoned by the traditional elites.
The Republican Party can no longer be
dismissed as a defender of the status
quo. It has claimed the mantle of 

"The Republican Party 
can no longer be 
dismissed as a 

defender of the status 
quo. It has claimed 

the mantle of
transformation, 

positioning it self as 
the engine of the 

change it has promised...”
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transformation, positioning itself as
the engine of the change it has
promised. 

With control of both chambers of
Congress and a resounding electoral
legitimacy, Donald Trump will soon
be sworn in as the 47th President of
the United States.  By resonating
deeply with national concerns about
the economy, national security,
immigration, and traditional family
values, Trump broke records of
support and overcame seemingly
insurmountable barriers. The so-
called "blue wall" has turned red, and
the GOP, the Grand Old Party, has
become the Grand New Party, the
patry of the American worker. 

This represents a new challenge for
the upcoming administration, but it
also provides President Trump with
significant authority to advance his
agenda. In the first months of his new
presidency, we can expect Trump to
remain loyal to his promises and to his
voters, ready to take all necessary
measures to fulfill his commitment to
Make America Great Again!
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Amidst  a  tense  re lat ionship  between Orbán and
the  European Union,  the  v ice  pres ident  o f  the
largest  po l i t ica l  party  in  Europe  of fers  a  tough
analys is  o f  the  changes  in  the  Hungarian
leader ' s  posi t ions  and how they  have  p laced him
in a  complex  s i tuat ion with  respect  to  the
Western world .

Despite  this ,  can this  re lat ionship  be  rebui l t  so
that  Hungary  becomes  the  essent ia l  p iece  for
the  democrat ic  integrat ion of  Eastern Europe?
The author  expresses  l i t t le  hope  for  this ,
especia l ly  a f ter  Hungary 's  a l ignment  with
Russia  in  the  invasion of  Ukraine .

The Rise and Fall of Viktor Orbán, 
the Russian Puppet within Europe

Esteban 
González Pons
Vice President of the European
People's Party (EPP) and Vice
President of the European
Parliament. 
Secretary-General for
Institutional Action of the
Spanish People's Party.



    here was a time when Viktor Orbán
was seen as the great white hope for
the democracies of Eastern Europe.
There was a time when Hungary's
opposition leader at the time was the
voice of all those who wanted to put
an end once and for all to the heavy
shadow of post-communism that still
hung over half of the continent and
take a decisive step not only toward
formal but also real integration with
the other EU member states. There
was a time when talking about
Orbán was synonymous with talking
about freedom, democracy, and the
rule of law. That is why Viktor Orbán
was part of the European People's
Party (EPP), the large family of
conservative and reformist center-
right parties in Europe. And it is for this
reason that neither he nor his party
are part of it anymore.

Orbán has become the antithesis of
everything that the EPP stands for
and defends, both in the European
Parliament and in the other 27
national parliaments that make up
the European Union (EU), which was
created at the end of World War II to 
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ensure that hate speech and national-
populist policies would never again
lead the continent to fratricidal war.
This is the same EU that was ready to
open its arms to the East as soon as
the Berlin Wall fell and the Soviet
Union came to an end. We have been
quite successful in this. From a Europe
of just six countries, we have
expanded to almost thirty, and since
1945, there has not been a single
armed confrontation on European
soil. 

All of this seems to be changing. Not
only has war made its way to the
continent's doorstep with Russia's
unjustifiable aggression against
Ukraine, but, unfortunately, the faith in
a united Europe based on
fundamental values seems to be
cracking. Much of the responsibility

T
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for this lies with Viktor Orbán, whose
years in power have turned him into
something he promised he would
never become: an apprentice tyrant.
Viktor Orbán first won the elections in
1998 as a defender of liberal
democracy. But he will leave as a
populist and authoritarian ruler who
has led his country into isolation
within the European Union.

This was perfectly reflected in the
debate that took place a few weeks
ago in the European Parliament,
which pitted Prime Minister Orbán—
who also holds the rotating
presidency of the EU Council, another
EU body—against the other
parliamentary groups and even the
president of the European
Commission, Ursula von der Leyen. In
this debate, the EPP, through its
President Manfred Weber and other
parliamentarians, made it clear that
there is no longer room in the
European center-right for politicians
like him.

Orbán presents himself as a
conservative leader, but his actions do
not support these words. The

12

democratic decline that has taken
place in Hungary during his tenure
stands in stark contrast to the struggle
for democracy by great historical
conservative leaders. His particular
closeness to Putin is a clear example
of this.

We categorically reject Orbán's
proximity to Vladimir Putin. And, even
more so, the fact that he did so while
holding the rotating presidency of the
EU Council. Just four days after
assuming this role, Orbán was already
in Moscow visiting the Russian tyrant.
That was his first official visit since
taking the presidency, and he was
seen more as Putin's puppet than as a
representative of Europe. Just weeks
later, Hungary passed a controversial
reform that facilitated the access of
Russian and Belarusian citizens to EU
territory.

"Viktor Orbán will
leave as a populist

and authoritarian ruler
who has led his country

into isolation within
the European Union....”
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Diplomatically, Hungary is almost
isolated from the rest of Europe, like
an outcast in quarantine. As the
president of the EPP, the German
Manfred Weber, aptly pointed out in
his response to Orbán, this isolation is
solely the responsibility of Orbán and
his constant attacks on the separation
of powers, the rule of law, and
freedom of expression. The country's
main democratic institutions are in
decline, there is no accountability,
corruption has increased, the judiciary
is politicized, political opponents and
critical media are persecuted, and the
civil society's ability to express and
channel its opposition is restricted.
The country's economy is being
outpaced by its eastern neighbors,
which is making matters worse.
According to the World Bank,
Hungary's GDP per capita is lower
than that of the Czech Republic,
Slovenia, or Slovakia—countries with
which it shares borders.

Orbán's political alliances in the region
also raise many questions. When
Hungary applied to join the European
Union, the then-leader of the French
far-right, Jean-Marie Le Pen, opposed
its membership. Twenty years later, Le
Pen's successor and Orbán now share
a political group in the European
Parliament. Neither of them ever
misses an opportunity to discredit the
work of the EU, invoking the old
mantra of national identity. However,
no matter how much they try to dress
it up, this is not patriotism but a clear
display of the most dangerous form of
national populism.

The truth is that, whether he likes it or
not, Orbán's decline has already
begun. Hungarian society has started
to open its eyes to reality, and more
and more signs of disaffection are
emerging. Although Viktor Orbán
may appear victorious in the last
elections, the reality is quite the
opposite. His party lost two seats
compared to the previous legislature,
while a new pro-democracy, pro-
European movement has emerged
around the ranks of the People's Party.

"The country's main
democratic institutions 

are in decline, 
corruption has increased...”

13

AGENDA ISSUE 8  -  NOVEMBER 2024



Differences have always marked the
relationship between the EPP and
Viktor Orbán. Since the political
organization Fidesz officially left the
group in 2021, after more than
twenty-one years of membership,
those differences have only grown.
Orbán's position on fundamental
issues such as democracy, freedoms,
or the rule of law; his marked
Euroscepticism; and more recently,
his alignment with Putin to become
his closest ally in the war over the
invasion of Ukraine has only
confirmed that Orbán and the EPP
now belong to two completely
different universes that are destined
to collide.

The EPP is prepared to fight in
Budapest and in the other capitals of
Europe, defending the fundamental
values on which the European Union
is based: peace, freedom, democracy,
prosperity, the rule of law, and equality
for all citizens. These are the same
values that Ukraine defends today
against the Russian invaders or the
Venezuelan opposition defends 

against the dictator Maduro. With
these values, believe me, we will not
bargain.
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Jenniffer
González-Colón
Congresswoman of Puerto
Rico.
Governor-elect of Puerto
Rico, set to take office on
January 2, 2025

Puerto Rico’s Economic and
National Security Contributions

In  an e lect ion year  in  Puerto  Rico ,  where  the
New Progress ive  Party  (PNP)  prevai led  with
39 .45% of  the  votes ,  the  e lected  governor
highl ights  the  is land 's  s trategic  importance  to
the  United  States  in  economic  and nat ional
securi ty  terms.

She  re ferences  Puerto  Rico ' s  leadership  in  the
pharmaceutical  industry ,  i t s  key  ro le  in
combating drug traf f icking ,  and i ts  s trategic
locat ion in  the  Caribbean in  the  face  o f  threats
from China and Russia .  She  a lso  emphasizes
legis lat ive  ini t iat ives  to  s trengthen border
securi ty  and attract  investments  through tax
incentives .
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T    oo often, conversations surrounding
Puerto Rico tend to overlook the
Island’s strategic significance,
including its economic and national
security contributions.

For example, Puerto Rico is uniquely
positioned to lead efforts to reshore
drug manufacturing back to U.S. soil.
In recent years, particularly in the
aftermath of the COVID-19 pandemic,
we’ve come to recognize the risks
associated with our dependence on
Communist China for
pharmaceutical and medical
supplies, which has contributed to
drug shortages and the loss of jobs for
decades.

Today, Puerto Rico is the top
producer and exporter of
pharmaceuticals in the U.S. Over
thirty medical companies and four of
the top ten biopharma companies
do business on the Island. Puerto
Rico, therefore, has the expertise and
capacity to help rebuild and secure
the United States’ medical supply
chains. 

To maximize the Island’s potential,
Congress should enact policies like
my MMEDS Act. The bill would
provide targeted federal incentives for
companies currently producing
medical devices and
pharmaceuticals abroad that relocate
to economically distressed zones
across the nation, including Puerto
Rico. This would be a win for the U.S.
economy—helping create jobs in the
areas that need it the most—and a
win for our national security, ensuring
our medical supply chains are no
longer controlled by foreign
adversaries like China.

AGENDA ISSUE 8  -  NOVEMBER 2024
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"Establishing a strong 
border security presence 
in Puerto Rico is critical 
for the entire nation....”

National Security Contributions

In discussing Puerto Rico’s national
security contributions, we must also
recognize the Island’s border security
role. Due to our strategic location in
the Caribbean, we are at the forefront
of the federal government’s efforts to
combat transnational criminal
organizations and smugglers
operating in the region. The Island
hosts important Coast Guard facilities,
as well as the only Border Patrol
Sector and CBP Air and Marine
Branch headquartered outside the
mainland.

In Fiscal Year 2023, federal authorities
seized over 80,000 kilograms of drugs
in and around Puerto Rico. It is
estimated that between 70 and 80
percent of narcotics that enter the
Island are then transported to the
mainland, where they help fuel crime
and the drug overdose epidemic.
That’s why establishing a strong
border security presence in Puerto
Rico is critical for the entire nation.

To ensure the federal government 

allocates the necessary resources to
achieve this, I’ve introduced the
Caribbean Border Counternarcotics
Strategy Act. It would require the
White House’s Office of National Drug
Control Policy to develop a strategy to
combat drug trafficking across our
third border in the Caribbean, just as
Congress has previously codified the
requirement to develop a Southwest
Border and a Northern Border
Counternarcotics Strategy.

Strategic Importance in the
Caribbean

Puerto Rico also provides an
important presence in the Caribbean
to advance the United States’
strategic interests in the region and
counter the growing presence of our
adversaries. We’ve seen how
Communist China has vastly
expanded its trade and infrastructure
investments in the area, something

AGENDA ISSUE 8  -  NOVEMBER 2024
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Department of Defense officials have
expressed concerns with, given that
country’s ability to flip those
investments from civilian to military
use. Russia has been deploying
warships to the region for military
exercises and, along with China,
increased its engagement and
support for authoritarian Cuba and
Venezuela—a country with whom
the U.S. shares a maritime border in
Puerto Rico.
 norte. 

As our nation crafts policies to reduce
the influence of our adversaries and
ensure the U.S. remains the partner of
choice for neighboring countries,
federal policymakers must take
Puerto Rico into account.

Resolving the Political Status

Perhaps the single most important
step we could take to enhance 

Puerto Rico’s economic contributions
and national security role is resolving
the Island’s political status.

The territorial status constrains Puerto
Rico’s ability to prosper. It is the
underlying reason behind the
economic and fiscal challenges we
have faced, denying us access to the
same tools and programs our fellow
Americans in the 50 States enjoy to
grow the economy and fight poverty.

The most recent territories to become
states—Alaska and Hawaii—
averaged double-digit economic
growth for more than a decade after
admission. By ending the territorial
status and putting Puerto Rico on the
path to statehood—as voters on the
Island have already supported on
three occasions—the U.S. can help
spark investment and create a new
economic situation that will be fruitful
for the Island, the mainland, and the
U.S. economy overall.

Resolving Puerto Rico’s territorial
status is also essential to advance the
national security goals of the United 
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the Caribbean, Latin America and the
developing world.”

To credibly counter the growing
influence of our adversaries and
strengthen the U.S. security posture in
the region, we must resolve the
political status dilemma. Congress
should enact legislation like the
Puerto Rico Status Act, authorizing a
federally binding plebiscite to end the
territorial status. Such a process would
provide voters on the Island the
opportunity to ratify our desire for
statehood and set forth the
admission process. Statehood would,
in turn, help solidify the United States’
permanent presence in the
Caribbean and show both our allies
and adversaries that we are living up
to our democratic values.

States and serve as a deterrent in the
region. For too long, our adversaries
have used the Island’s political status
to characterize the United States as
an imperialist nation and undermine
its credibility. Each year, authoritarian
regimes like Cuba, Venezuela,
Nicaragua, and Iran lead resolutions
at the United Nations Special
Committee on Decolonization to
denounce the so-called U.S.
occupation and call for Puerto Rico’s
independence.

In 1980, as a candidate for President,
Ronald Reagan published an op-ed
in which he described Puerto Rico’s
territorial status as an “historically
unnatural status” that is conveniently
exploited by our adversaries to attack
the United States. To respond to such
attacks, he called for statehood for
Puerto Rico.

President Reagan further argued that
as the 51st State, the Island would
“represent a positive bridgehead into 

"Each year, authoritarian
regimes lead resolutions at the

United Nations Special
Committee on Decolonization

to denounce the so-called 
U.S. occupation and call for 

Puerto Rico’s independence....”
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A woman is  murdered every  10  minutes  g lobal ly
due  to  gender-based vio lence .  In  2023 a lone ,
around 51 , 100 women and gir ls  d ied  at  the  hands
of  their  partners  or  other  family  members  (UN
Women,  2023) .

On the  occasion of  the  International  Day for  the
El imination of  Vio lence  Against  Women,  the
author—an expert  on the  matter—ref lects  on new
forms of  gender-based vio lence  and proposes  an
integrated  approach,  cross-border  mechanisms,
and the  use  o f  new technologies  and art i f ic ia l
inte l l igence .

Undersecretary of
Women, Government of
the Autonomous City of
Buenos Aires. National
Secretary of Women of
the PRO Party, Argentina.
Master’s in Public Policy,
Universidad Austral.
Bachelor’s in Government
and International
Relations, Universidad
Argentina de la Empresa
(UADE).

Carolina
Barone

A Call to Action Against 
Violence Towards Women and Girls
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        very November 25th, the
International Day for the Elimination
of Violence Against Women is
commemorated. It serves as a day to
raise awareness about the
importance of promoting actions to
prevent this scourge of violence
against women and girls around the
world, as well as policies that protect
those who have been and continue
to be victims.

Gender-based violence encompasses
acts that cause physical, sexual, and/or
psychological harm or suffering, as
well as threats, coercion, or
deprivation of liberty, both in public
and private life. This type of violence
has serious physical, economic, and
psychological consequences, both in

 the short and long term, as it prevents
women from fully participating and
being equal in society, affecting their
education, employment, and
opportunities. Some women—such
as those in vulnerable situations or
humanitarian crises, migrants,
indigenous people, or those with
disabilities—face greater risk.

How did violence against women
come to be positioned as a public
policy issue? What are its main
manifestations? What are the new
expressions of gender-based violence,
particularly with the impact of new
technologies? And from our role,
what are the challenges this problem
poses for those of us who make
decisions or who, as public authorities
or visible figures, have a responsibility
to society?

The first international instrument to
bring this discussion forward was the
Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination Against
Women (CEDAW) in 1979. The 1985
Nairobi Strategies for the Future,
which identified the reduction of 

E
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differently across various countries.
However, one of the most significant
and severe aspects continues to be
femicide, that is, the killing of women
due to their gender. This is the most
extreme form of gender-based
violence and one of the primary
public intervention targets at the
national level.

Globally, according to data from UN
Women, approximately 51,100
women and girls were murdered by
their partners or other family
members in 2023. This equates to the
killing of one woman every 10
minutes. In 2022, at least 48,800
women were murdered at the hands
of their partners or other family
members. This represented an
increase of over 47,000, as recorded
by the UN Office on Drugs and Crime
in 2020. These figures not only show 

violence against women as key to
peace, is also noteworthy. After these
international agreements,
supranational human rights
organizations, as well as national and
regional institutions in the field, began
to highlight this issue on their
agendas, deploying unprecedented
institutional frameworks that, to this
day, coordinate efforts to mitigate the
effects of this scourge.

In the same vein, the Inter-American
Human Rights System adopted the
Inter-American Convention on the
Prevention, Punishment, and
Eradication of Violence Against
Women (better known as the Belém
do Pará Convention) in 1994. Since
then, countries in the region have
implemented invaluable laws and
institutional mechanisms that enable
the monitoring of this issue and
constitute the necessary framework
for deploying financial and material
resources to promote actions that
prevent and protect victims.

Violence against women and girls is
an evolving problem, manifesting

"One of the most 
significant and 

severe aspects continues 
to be femicide, that 

is, the killing of women 
due to their gender....”
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Despite the progress in legal
frameworks and public policies, we
are now faced with new forms of
violence against women and girls
that complicate and exacerbate the
response to this issue.

These borderless mechanisms occur
in complex intervention scenarios
filled with new technologies and
artificial intelligence, which require a
multidisciplinary approach for their
prevention. Among them, we see the
rise of femicides linked to organized
crime.

that gender-based killings continue
to exist but also that they are on the
rise.

According to the Gender Equality
Observatory of the Economic
Commission for Latin America and
the Caribbean (ECLAC), at least 4,050
women were victims of femicide in 26
countries and territories in Latin
America and the Caribbean in 2022.
This represents the violent death of
one woman due to gender-based
violence every two hours.

In Argentina, during the presidency of
Mauricio Macri, the Ministry of
Security, through the Subsecretariat
of Criminal Statistics, conducted the
first police-source femicide report. In
2018, it revealed a stark and evidence-
based fact: two out of three women
were murdered in the context of
gender-based violence. It is now
recognized as the leading cause of
violent death for women, both in the
country and globally.

New Forms of Gender-Based
Violence Require New Responses

AGENDA ISSUE 8  -  NOVEMBER 2024
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Digital violence and the use of artificial
intelligence should not be addressed
solely by the state; they must be a
commitment shared by various
societal actors. It is time to strengthen
public/private collaboration to
confront these new forms of violence.
We need to rethink our laws because
the new criminal dynamics move
faster than many state legislations.
Updating school curricula and
empowering women and girls with
technological skills are also urgent
priorities.

On November 25th, we made a
renewed call to action not to undo
the progress already made. On the
contrary, we must deepen our efforts
to provide more and better responses
for society in the indispensable task of
ensuring that states protect their
citizens' lives, integrity, and freedom.

"Digital violence and the use
of artificial intelligence
should not be addressed

solely by the state...”
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Cuban political prisoner 
for over 19 years. Political
analyst.  Former diplomat.
Member of the Cuban
Democratic Directorate.

Luis 
Zúñiga Rey

A New Policy Towards 
Latin America, with a More
Experienced Donald Trump

The  appointment  o f  Senator  Marco  Rubio  as  the
future  Secre tary  o f  S ta te  has  generated  great
enthus iasm among  de fenders  o f  f reedom and
democracy ,  e spec ia l ly  those  focused  on  Lat in
America .  

In  th i s  context ,  the  author  ana lyzes  the  pr ior i ty
i s sues  the  new Secre tary  shou ld  address  and  the
need  to  promote  a  democrat ic  t rans i t ion  in  Cuba
to  br ing  about  the  end  o f  the  Castro  reg ime  and
i t s  undemocrat ic  in f luence  on  the  reg ion .
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         ince the failure of the Alliance for
Progress, Latin America has been the
forgotten continent to the United
States. Six decades of communist
guerrillas, frequent military coups, and
high levels of corruption and political
instability convinced successive
administrations in Washington that
the best policy towards the region
was to "leave it alone."  

Cuba’s case was perhaps the
exception, due to the strong political
influence of Cuban-American
lawmakers. However, this policy has
often oscillated between the opening
attempts of Democratic
administrations and the imposition of
sanctions by Republican
administrations. Washington's
policies towards the rest of Latin
America generally focused on trade
issues and free trade agreements,
with only mediocre results.

Other external events—such as
China’s rise to the second-largest
economic power, its hegemonic
intentions, its military expansion,
Russia’s war against Ukraine, and the
strategic alliance formed by Russia,
China, and Iran—have forced the
United States to reevaluate its global
strategy. The next administration
under President Donald Trump will
have to implement this strategy,
which will surely include new
components.

On the other hand, U.S.- Europeans
dislike the United States, but they
absolutely rely on its military support
through NATO. Under President
Trump’s previous administration,
relations with Europe soured
considerably when he demanded
that they increase their defense
spending to 3% of GDP, shifting the
burden from American taxpayers to
European governments. As a result,
most European governments were
"praying" that Donald Trump would
not win the recent elections.

This reality, combined with Trump’s 
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presidents with the Castro regime.
Additionally, Cuba’s influence
throughout the region is also evident
through political bodies like the São
Paulo Forum and the Puebla Group.
This excessive influence of the Castro
regime manifests itself in a majority
anti-American stance in the region.

Considering this reality, the new U.S.
policy towards Latin America should
begin with addressing the Cuban
problem. Just as the economic
collapse brought down the Soviet
Union, U.S. policy towards the Castro
regime must focus on cutting the
income sources of the military
network, GAESA. It should also aim to
eliminate the financial assistance
provided to the dictatorship by the
European Union, the Paris Club, and
Canada. Furthermore, the U.S. should 

“isolationist” strategic vision, which
avoids U.S. involvement in futile wars,
should lead the president to focus on
the region that ought to be the
natural ally of the United States: Latin
America.

Historically, the region has had a
dominant protagonist: the Cuban
regime. Cuba's political influence in
Latin America is indisputable. It
organized, trained, and financed
guerrillas throughout the region. It
created, indoctrinated, and funded
non-governmental organizations in
almost every country to promote
political destabilization. Cuban
embassies function as intelligence
centers with significant influence on
the internal political affairs of each
country.

Two countries in the region—
Venezuela and Nicaragua—are
under Havana's influence and control.
Others, like Brazil, Bolivia, and
Honduras, have a strong dependency
on the Cuban regime due to the
"historical subordinated relationships"
maintained by their current 

"This excessive 
influence of 

the Castro regime 
manifests itself in a 

majority anti-American 
stance in the region...”
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The new policy towards the region
should include strong U.S. support for
governments that implement such
reforms, uphold fiscal responsibility,
guarantee democratic governance,
and fight corruption.

An approach of this nature, combined
with commitments for American
investment in strategic sectors, would
generate an economic boom in the
region and a new image of the 

increase genuine support for internal
and external opposition to the regime
and organize a coalition of
democratic governments to exert
influence, support, and international
pressure for democratic change on
the island.

A democratic Cuba would eliminate
this undue influence in the internal
affairs of the nations in the region. U.S.
policy towards Venezuela and
Nicaragua should follow a similar
approach. 

Regarding the rest of the continent,
the design of this new policy must
take into account the transformation
occurring in Argentina. President
Javier Milei is demonstrating, with his
capitalist economic reforms, that the
socialist system generates poverty
and corruption. In just one year, Milei
has reduced inflation from 25% per
month to 2.7% and has made drastic
cuts in the unnecessary spending
used by socialist Argentine rulers to
gain popular support. Argentina's
economic improvement is already a
fact.
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member of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee, he also
understands the importance of
achieving Latin American integration
under a democratic framework and a
capitalist economy.

This is a great moment and an
opportunity for both. For Latin
America, it is a chance to free itself
from the socialist policies that have
mired it in poverty and hindered its
development. For the United States, it
is an opportunity to unite the entire
region and achieve integration that
would strengthen it strategically
against the major challenges posed
by Russia and China.

United States as a nation invested in
strong and positive relations with
Latin America. This would create the
ideal scenario for the integration the
United States must, and surely will,
seek with the region.

A Donald Trump, now settled in
Florida, with a broader understanding
of Hispanics and concrete political
experience, must be aware of the
importance of a new and successful
policy towards Latin America.

The appointment of Senator Marco
Rubio as Secretary of State points in
this direction. Rubio knows very well
the steps to take in order to draft a
successful U.S. policy towards Cuba,
Venezuela, and Nicaragua. As a 

"The new 
policy towards the

region should include
strong U.S. support

for governments
that  guarantee

democratic governance,
and fight corruption...”
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Katejón and Hispanicity

What is  the  miss ion of  Hispanic  c iv i l izat ion?
Where  do  the  values  defended by  the  West
come from? Does  the  "Kate jón , "  a  term used
by Saint  Paul  to  describe  the  barrier  that
prevented the  coming of  the  antichrist ,
represent  those  values?  How is  a l l  o f  this
connected  to  Trump’s  v ictory  in  the  United
States?

The author  o f fers  a  precise  deve lopment  o f
ideas  and values  to  explain  why c ivi l izat ions
that  lack  memory are  doomed to  cul tural  and
pol i t ica l  fa i lure .  He  a lso  explores  why i t  i s
the  West—with  a  central  ro le  for  Hispanics—
that  must  save  c ivi l izat ion from barbarism.

Martín 
Santiváñez
Vivanco
Doctor of Law from the
University of Navarra and 
Pro-Rector for Latin America 
at PROEDUCA, a leading group 
in online higher education in
Spanish.



  he governments and education
ministries of all countries in the region
should encourage students to watch
the new documentary film by the
Spanish José Luis López-Linares,
"Hispanoamérica, canto de vida y
esperanza." It offers a powerful vision
of the birth of Hispanicity, that spiritual
force that unites millions of people in
Spain and across Latin America,
descended from the mother country.

Instead of being indoctrinated in
perverse and sectarian ideologies, the
new generations of Hispanics should
be nourished by the roots of our
history. At the heart of the continent’s
history—at its root and as an essential
part of its vast heart—shines
undefeated Hispanicity. From Tierra
del Fuego to Canada, this spiritual
driving force characterizes our
mestizo civilization, which is
incomprehensible unless analyzed
through the lens of transcendent
Catholicism. Indeed, the cross is the
root of Hispanicity in the new
millennium, which extends
throughout the world.
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Without Christianity, Latin America
has no meaning. Only the Catholic
Church and the Gospel of Jesus Christ
could merge in a living synthesis of a
crucible of races and cultures,
eventually creating a mestizaje that,
five hundred years later, continues
transforming the face of the Earth.
Catholicism planted in America is
what still makes us unique today. 

T
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Therefore, understanding this
historical reality, embracing it, and
feeling proud of our heritage is part of
our destiny as a transcontinental
civilization. We form a true chosen
civilization that contributes to the
brotherhood of all nations through
the most transcendent union. 

That is why, everywhere, the union of
civilizations beyond differences, the
global mestizaje, is possible—because
Hispanicity is a reality.

Civilizations that lack memory are
doomed to cultural and political
failure, to international irrelevance. For
this reason, Hispanic civilization must
not renounce a full understanding of
its mission, a mission that translates
into a song of fraternal life as well as an
effective barrier against intolerance
and division. Hispanic synthesis
penetrates everywhere by osmosis,
presenting itself as an antidote to the
multifaceted autarchies expanding
today. Against factual closeness, the
power of Hispanics opens doors,
generates bridges, and transforms 
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civilizations, enriching them. In this
way, it builds a dam against any
autocratic attempt to impose a single
culture or religion. This is how the
West is enriched, preserving the
freedom that is the foundation of all
transcendent fusion.

Saint Paul used the word "Katejón" to
describe the barrier that held back 
the arrival of the antichrist, a factual
wall that served to save the early
Christian communities. The church
fathers, including Saint Augustine,
believed that this obstacle, this barrier,
was the Roman Empire because of
the order it managed to impose in its
time, an order founded on law. For 

"Civilizations that lack
memory are doomed to
cultural and political 

failure. Hispanic 
civilization must 
not renounce a 

full understanding
of its mission...”
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them, the Roman political system,
though imperfect, was capable of
halting a greater evil: the arrival of a
regime in which the persecution of
Christians would become the
common currency. This indeed
happened when the law collapsed in
the face of the despotism of the
Caesars and the fury of the
persecutors.

Today, the great Katejón preventing
the persecution of Christianity is
cultural politics. Donald Trump's
victory is the result of the cultural war.
His victory represents a battle won
against the cancel culture and the
weak thinking of woke relativism.
Trump has only been possible
because the cultural war has
exploded globally, and identity
politics, gender ideology, and the very
concept of a nation are under fire;
they represent controversial and
contested banners raised as
precursors of a forthcoming world
war.

The Hispanic world is also global
because it is not confined to a single 
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territory. Borders cannot contain
civilizations; they transcend any spatial
barrier. That is why Hispanicity
extends everywhere. The United
States under Trump’s leadership—
though Samuel Huntington may be
turning in his grave—cannot be
understood without the powerful
influence of Hispanics. Therefore,
Trump’s government, as a Katejón,
serving as a real barrier against 

AGENDA ISSUE 8  -  NOVEMBER 2024



globalism, must also be nourished by
the life-giving impulse, the creative
force, the “élan vital” of Hispanicity
worldwide. Hispanicity must feed this
North American resurgence because
in the force of the Katejón lies its own
survival and development. If the
United States regenerates,
Hispanicity will prosper.

Paradoxically, Monroe’s doctrine
must come true, but in a different
sense: “America for the Americans.”
To achieve true regeneration, the
United States needs Hispanics, the
first Americans. It needs their creative
impulse, their integrative mestizaje. All
division is overcome through
Christianity. “Ut omnes unum sint,” a
Latin phrase meaning, "That all may
be one." Hispanicity, as the ark of the
West, safeguards the values
necessary to face a new era of peace
and unity. In this way, the Katejón of
the cultural war and Hispanicity itself
influence and nourish each other. This
symbiosis, this natural synthesis, must
also be political in its strategy, tactics,
and power objectives.

34
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Latin  America  f inds  i tse l f  at  a  decis ive  moment  in
i ts  his tory .  The  region is  be ing  courted  by  new
powers ,  chal lenged by  disruptive  internal  actors ,
and faced with  transnational  threats  that  test  i t s
cohesion and res i l ience .  

The  author  re f lects  on this  moment  and i ts  main
chal lenge :  turning this  crossroads  into  an
opportunity  to  redef ine  i ts  ro le  in  the  world—not  as
a  pass ive  object  o f  others '  ambit ions ,  but  as  an
act ive  p layer  with  a  voice  o f  i t s  own,  capable  o f
inf luencing major  g lobal  debates  and forging a
future  that  responds  to  the  aspirat ions  o f  i t s  people .

Latin America at a Crossroads:
Emerging Actors, Challenges, 

and Global Geopolitical Changes

Alan 
Sakar 
Regional member 
of the World Energy
Council for North
America.



         atin America finds itself at a
historic inflection point in the global
geopolitical chessboard. Traditionally,
under the sphere of U.S. influence, the
region is undergoing an
unprecedented transformation,
redefining its role in an increasingly
multipolar world. This shift not only
reflects internal dynamics but also
mirrors the changing power relations
at a global level.

Latin America stands out globally for
its vast land and skilled labor
availability. These resources position it
as a crucial player in four strategic
areas: food and energy security, the
supply of critical minerals, and
nearshoring. It offers not only
geographical proximity but also a set
of shared values, making it an ideal
partner for strengthening and
securing supply chains in a world that
is becoming ever more complex.

The influence of traditional powers is
being challenged by emerging actors
who view Latin America as fertile
ground for expanding their
economic and political influence. 
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China, with its strategy of massive
investments and generous loans, has
emerged as a crucial partner for many
countries. Beijing has not only
surpassed the United States as the
primary trading partner of several
Latin American nations, but it has also
extended its ambitious Belt and Road
Initiative to the continent, offering a
vision of global connectivity that many
governments have eagerly
embraced.

However, China's advance has not
gone unnoticed. In a fascinating
geopolitical twist, unexpected actors
like Saudi Arabia and the United Arab
Emirates are gradually making 

L

"The influence of 
traditional powers is 
being challenged by

emerging actors who view
Latin America as fertile
ground for expanding 

their economic and 
political influence...”
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 growing unease. The upcoming U.S.
presidential elections are shaping up
to be a potential turning point in the
country’s policy toward the region.
Issues like migration, trade, and
security will undoubtedly dominate
the agenda, but the big question is
how Washington will respond to the
growing influence of other powers in
a region it considers strategically
important.

Amidst this geopolitical chess game,
Latin America is not a mere spectator;
it is undergoing its own
transformations that have the
potential to alter the regional and
global balance of power significantly.
The rise of disruptive leaders such as
Nayib Bukele in El Salvador and Javier
Milei in Argentina challenges 

inroads. These Gulf nations,
traditionally focused on the Middle
East and North Africa, see Latin
America as an opportunity to diversify
their investments and, at the same
time, counterbalance China's
growing influence. Their investments,
primarily in energy, agriculture, and
technology, are accompanied by
active economic diplomacy aimed at
establishing long-lasting ties with
Latin American nations.

Within this complex web of interests,
Iran adds another layer of complexity.
Although less visible than China or the
Gulf countries, Iranian influence is felt
primarily through strategic alliances
with countries like Venezuela,
Nicaragua, and Cuba. These
relationships, based on shared anti-
American rhetoric, not only provide
Iran with a platform to mitigate the
impact of international sanctions but
also generate security concerns in
Washington and other Western
capitals.

Meanwhile, the United States
watches these movements with 
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traditional notions of governance and
foreign policy.

Bukele, with his unorthodox
approach combining tough
measures against crime with
ambitious economic and financial
policies, has caught global attention.
His governing style, often criticized for
authoritarian tendencies, resonates
with a population weary of endemic
insecurity and corruption. Meanwhile,
Milei represents a radical shift toward
libertarian policies in Argentina,
promising a break with decades of
state interventionism. Both leaders
have found an unexpected ally in
Elon Musk, the controversial tech
billionaire, who amplifies their
messages through social media and
offers backing for their most
controversial policies.

In terms of food security, Latin
America stands as one of the world’s
largest producers and exporters of
food. Its vast fertile land allows
countries like Brazil, Argentina, and
Mexico to be key players in the
production of soybeans, corn, meat,

and fruit, turning the region into a true
global granary essential for feeding a
growing population.

In the energy sector, Latin America’s
vast territory holds critical resources.
Venezuela has the world's largest
proven oil reserves, while Brazil has
emerged as a major oil producer
thanks to deep-water discoveries.
Argentina's development of Vaca
Muerta promises to turn the country
into a net exporter of natural gas.
Furthermore, the region's
geographical diversity offers
extraordinary potential for renewable
energy—from hydroelectric power in
countries like Brazil and Paraguay to
solar power in Chile and Mexico and
wind power in several nations.

Looking ahead, Latin America is 
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world's lithium reserves, a crucial
mineral for batteries and energy
storage. Peru excels in the production
of silver, zinc, and gold, while Mexico,
with its geological diversity, is a
significant producer of silver and hosts
substantial rare earth reserves.

Against this backdrop of change,
Paraguay is taking positive steps that
could redefine its role. Under the
leadership of Santiago Peña, the
country is driving an agenda of
economic modernization and export
diversification. Paraguay stands to
potentially benefit from the
development of Vaca Muerta in
Argentina, with plans for a gas
pipeline extending from northern
Argentina to Brazil, passing through
northern Paraguay. This project, along
with an ambitious energy and
infrastructure program, could
transform the country’s energy matrix
and strengthen its geoeconomic
position.

On the other hand, Mexico is playing a
crucial role in reconfiguring global
supply chains, positioning itself as a

poised to become a key exporter of
renewable energy globally,
particularly through producing and
exporting green hydrogen. Countries
like Chile—with its abundant solar
and wind energy—and Brazil—with
its vast hydroelectric capacity—are
heavily investing in this clean
technology, which promises to
revolutionize global energy markets
and cement the region’s role as a
leader in the transition to a low-
carbon economy.

The region’s wealth of strategic
minerals is another area where Latin
America’s territorial expanse plays a
decisive role. Chile leads global copper
production, which is essential for
electrification and renewable energy.
The "lithium triangle," covering vast
areas of Bolivia, Chile, and Argentina,
holds approximately 65% of the
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 This is compounded by the growing
importance of cybersecurity and
information warfare in the Latin
American context. Elections in several
countries have been targets of
disinformation campaigns and
cyberattacks, highlighting the
vulnerability of Latin American
democracies to these new forms of
interference.

In the face of this complex landscape,
efforts at integration and international
agreements take on new relevance.
Bodies like MERCOSUR and the
Pacific Alliance find themselves at a
crossroads, needing to adapt to new
realities or risk becoming irrelevant.
The ability of these blocs to craft joint
responses to common challenges
and negotiate with global powers will
be crucial in determining Latin

primary destination for nearshoring.
The country has ambitious plans to
develop ten different industrial hubs
focused on strategic sectors such as
electronics, electromobility, medical
devices, and agroindustries. This
initiative could be pivotal in helping
the United States compete with
China, particularly in the
semiconductor sector. However, the
success of these initiatives will depend
largely on the effective
implementation of judicial reform in
Mexico and the signals sent to private
investors—factors that will be decisive
for international investor confidence.

However, alongside these
opportunities, Latin America faces
challenges that threaten to
undermine its stability and
development. Drug trafficking, far
from being resolved, has evolved and
become more complex. The
emergence of fentanyl as a new
threat not only represents a public
health challenge but also potentially
serves as a geopolitical tool capable of
destabilizing entire societies and
straining relations between countries.
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 competitiveness in comparison to
other regions of the world.

In conclusion, Latin America stands at
a decisive moment in its history. It is
being courted by new powers,
challenged by disruptive internal
actors, and faced with transnational
threats that test its cohesion and
resilience. How Latin American
countries navigate these turbulent
waters, balancing external pressures
with internal demands for
development and social justice, will
largely determine their place in the
emerging global order. 

The challenge for Latin America is
clear: to turn this crossroads into an
opportunity to redefine its role in the
world—not as a passive object of
others’ ambitions, but as an active
actor with its own voice, capable of
influencing major global debates and
forging a future that responds to the
aspirations of its people. In this high-
complexity game, unity and strategic
vision will be key for the region not
only to survive but to thrive in the
turbulent times ahead.

 America’s future role in the emerging
global order.

On the international treaty front, the
upcoming renegotiation of the
United States-Mexico-Canada
Agreement (USMCA) stands out as a
key event. This agreement, which
replaced NAFTA in 2020, is scheduled
for its first review in 2026. The
renegotiation will be a decisive
moment not only for economic
relations between the three North
American countries but also for
Mexico’s positioning in the global
arena. Issues like rules of origin in the
automotive sector, Mexico's energy
policies, labor and environmental
standards, and the new realities of
digital trade will likely be at the heart
of discussions. The outcome of these
negotiations could reconfigure
regional supply chains, affect
investment flows, and significantly
impact Latin America's overall
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After  f ive  years  o f  success fu l  governance  by  a
center-right  coal i t ion led  by  President  Luis  Lacal le
Pou,  Uruguayan society  shi f ted  i ts  po l i t ica l
preferences  and voted  overwhelmingly  for  a  new
government  led  by  the  le f t-wing coal i t ion ,  Frente
Amplio .

This  forces  us  to  ask  what  i s  happening with
center-right ,  conservat ive ,  or  l iberal
administrat ions  that  fa i l  to  achieve  e lectoral
continuity  and are  displaced from government
responsibi l i t ies .  The  president  o f  the  prest ig ious
Uruguayan think tank CED analyzes  this  real i ty
and attempts  to  provide  an answer  to  these
quest ions .

Hernán
Bonilla
Economist. President of the 
Center for Studies on
Development (CED) in Uruguay.
Full member of 
the National Academy of
Economics of Uruguay. Professor
of Uruguayan Economics and
Society at the ORT University. 
He was Director of Macroeconomic
Advisory at the Ministry of
Economy and Finance of Uruguay
during the early years of President
Luis Lacalle Pou's administration.

What Happened in 
the Uruguayan Elections?
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been defeated, something that the
Republican Coalition was unable to
reverse in our country despite the great
management of the crisis.

Beyond this arithmetic, with the
benefit of hindsight, it can be said that
the electoral strategy of the Frente
Amplio was successful, even though it
was almost a non-campaign, showing
little of the candidate, not presenting
many proposals, and displaying
moderation and pragmatism that
discomforted its more radical sectors. 

        n Sunday, November 24, Uruguay
concluded its long electoral cycle of the
year with the election of Yamandú Orsi
—the candidate of the left-wing Frente
Amplio—as the next president of the
Republic. After five years of
government by the Republican
Coalition, led by Luis Lacalle Pou, with
significant successes in economic and
social indicators, the left returns to
power, calling for deeper
considerations.

When seeking the first explanation, the
very relevant point is that the vote
difference obtained by the parties of
the Republican Coalition (comprising
the National Party, Colorado Party,
Independent Party, and Cabildo
Abierto) was insufficient to defeat the
Frente Amplio in a second round. The
starting point was particularly complex.
In the end, it could be expected that
the official candidate would have a
lower percentage of votes than the
sum of the coalition parties, which
made the opposition candidate the
favorite.

It can also be pointed out that in the
vast majority of elections worldwide,
after the pandemic, incumbents have 
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inflation) as well as the high popularity
of the president—were not enough
against the voting intentions of the
parties.

Luis Lacalle Pou's government is
undoubtedly successful in terms of its
concrete results for the quality of life of
the people. In his inaugural speech,
President Lacalle Pou asked that the
success of his administration be
measured by whether, at the end of
the period, people were freer, which he
will undoubtedly fulfill. Fiscal institutions
were improved, inflation was reduced,
important education reforms were
carried out, social security was
reformed, democracy and human 

Several times during the campaign,
leaders of the Frente Amplio claimed
that there were no two models of the
country in dispute, and the coalition
struggled to shake off this overly sweet
embrace, not clearly outlining the
fundamental differences.

The harm caused by political scientists
who argue that elections are won by
positioning oneself in the center—
something highly debatable given the
electoral results worldwide in recent
years—has taken root in Uruguay,
eliminating the strong ideological
debates that a vibrant democracy
needs. It is not that there were no
differences and contrasting proposals
—there were excellent government
programs—but that this debate was
not presented with the clarity required,
ultimately favoring the Frente Amplio.

Polls had been showing for over two
years that the opposition was favored.
Finally, they were right, and it seems
the government was slow to
incorporate this reality into its strategy.
The factors that countered this—such
as hard economic data (job creation,
increase in real wages, or reduction in 
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rights were defended worldwide,
number portability was approved
(opening competition in the mobile
phone sector with a significant
reduction in prices), and labor
legislation was improved, among a
long list of other accomplishments.
This must be clearly stated and widely
recognized by the population, as
evidenced by extraordinarily high
approval ratings for his administration. 

Perhaps the underlying factor
explaining the election on Sunday,
November 24, is more cultural than
electoral. The Frente Amplio left power
on its feet, without major political or
economic crises, and with its ability to
penetrate the national identity intact.
Only in this way can the fact be
explained that a successful
government did not manage to
secure re-election, which also points to
a clear diagnosis: there is a battle for the
Uruguayan common sense that the
coalition must address from values
different from those of the Frente
Amplio to win again in 2029. In the
coming years, we must defend
freedom in all aspects and generate
new and better public policy proposals
as an essential tool to improve the
quality of life for Uruguayans.
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Yamandú Orsi, President-elect of Uruguay.



Jorge 
Sahd K.

Elections in Chile: The Center
of Gravity Shifts to the Right

Director of the Center 
for International Studies 
at the Pontifical Catholic 
University of Chile. 

Do the  recent  regional  and local  e lect ions  in
Chi le  indicate  a  pol i t ica l  shi f t  that  could
shape 2025 presidentia l  e lect ions?  Has  the
far-right  Republ ican Party  ceased to  be  a
novel ty ,  a l lowing the  center-right  to  regain
prominence?  Is  the  outcome a  severe  b low to
the  le f t-wing government  led  by  President
Boric?  

The  director  o f  one  of  Chi le ’ s  most
prest ig ious  international  s tudies  centers
of fers  his  perspect ive  on these  deve lopments .  
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I    n October and November, Chile
held elections for governors (regional
representatives), mayors (communal
representatives), councilors (who
support mayors), and regional
councilors (who support governors).
Unlike the 2021 elections, this year’s
vote was conducted under a
mandatory voting system, resulting in
an 84.9% turnout (more than 13
million voters), compared to 43.4% in
2021 (over 6 million). 

The results were a victory for the
opposition, led by right-wing forces.
The center-right coalition “Chile
Vamos”, spearheaded by Evelyn
Matthei, who is currently leading in
the polls for the 2025 presidential race,
stood out over the far-right
Republican Party. This outcome
revitalized “Chile Vamos”, positioning
Matthei as the most viable candidate
for the presidency. 

The left, on the other hand, saw its
poorest performance to date, losing
significant ground in mayoralties and
governorships. While it managed to 

retain control in some municipalities,
it suffered key losses in politically
symbolic areas like Santiago and
Ñuñoa. 

Within the right-wing coalitions,
“Chile Vamos” demonstrated clear
dominance over the Republican
Party. Meanwhile, within the
governing bloc, the center-left
coalition Democratic Socialism
outperformed the more extreme left
represented by the Broad Front and
the Communist Party.
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"The growing strength
of centrist forces. “Chile

Vamos” asserted its
dominance over the
Republican Party, 
while Democratic 

Socialism outshone the 
more radical factions...”

In the race for governorships, the left’s
dominance in 2021, where it won 15
governorships compared to just one
for the right, was significantly reduced
in 2024, with the left holding 10 and
the right securing six. A major shift
occurred in the composition of the
Regional Councils. Previously, left-
wing governors enjoyed a majority in
these councils, enabling smooth
approval of their projects. Now,
opposition forces hold a majority in
most councils, giving them greater
control over regional governance. 

In Summary:

1.     While right-wing forces showed
stronger results in the mayoral
elections, the outcome was not
entirely dismal for the governing 

coalition. It managed to retain
important municipalities such as
Maipú, Viña del Mar, Valparaíso, and
Concepción, despite seeing its lowest-
ever number of mayors elected. In
the race for councilors, the opposition
increased its representation to 1,183,
while the left dropped to 1,059. For the
first time since 1990, the right secured
more than 1,000 councilors, and the
left fell below 1,200. 

2..    This election marks the largest
territorial victory for the opposition
since Chile’s return to democracy,
with Evelyn Matthei emerging as the
leading presidential contender from
the right. The left, however, suffered
significant setbacks, particularly with
its losses in Santiago and Ñuñoa. The 
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governor of the Metropolitan Region,
Claudio Orrego, underperformed and
was forced into a runoff, weakening
his position as a potential presidential
candidate. By contrast, Maipú Mayor
Tomás Vodanovic achieved an
overwhelming 70% of the vote. While
Vodanovic has ruled out a
presidential bid, this success positions
him as a strong figure within the left’s
ranks.

3.    This election cycle also highlighted
the growing strength of centrist
forces. “Chile Vamos” asserted its
dominance over the Republican
Party, while Democratic Socialism
outshone the more radical factions of
the governing coalition. 

As Chile looks ahead to the 2025
presidential and parliamentary
elections, both political camps face
significant challenges. The governing
coalition will need to rebuild unity to
maximize its electoral prospects,
while the opposition must navigate
the complexities of growing
competition within its ranks and the
push for broader appeal. 
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Freedom and Security 
in Ibero-America

Valentina
Martínez Ferro
International Coordinator 
of the Reformismo 21
Foundation, Spain. 
She has served as a 
member of the Spanish
Congress during multiple
terms and as Secretary of
International Relations for
the Spanish Popular Party. 

What are  we wi l l ing  to  r isk  to  defend our
freedom and the  values  we truly  be l ieve  in?
What  should  we do  when te l l ing  the  truth
might  cost  us  an e lectoral  defeat?  

The  author  o f  this  profound art ic le  invites  us
to  re f lect  on the  balance  between values ,
ideas ,  and pol i t ica l  act ion ,  writ ten short ly
af ter  the  conclusion of  an important  forum
held  recent ly  in  Spain ,  which featured
prominent  part ic ipants  from across  Ibero-
America .  
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W              e have just concluded a forum
titled “Freedom and Security in Ibero-
America”, hosted by the Reformismo
21 Foundation—affiliated with Spain’s
Popular Party—over four days in
Madrid and Granada. A title that may
sound familiar but is more relevant
than ever, given the new challenges
we face—along with the enduring
ones—such as artificial intelligence
and cybersecurity. 

If there is one thing that unites our
political family, it is freedom. We are
staunch defenders of the principle
that what allows individuals to
develop their dignity in economic,
social, and personal realms is,
precisely, freedom. Recognizing
people as mature and intelligent
beings capable of making decisions,
committing to them, taking
responsibility, and facing the
consequences of those decisions is
our main asset. An asset that
becomes a chimera when security is
at risk. 

How can we exercise the freedom to
act at the cost of jeopardizing our 

physical safety? Just ask María Corina
Machado, the perfect embodiment of
this idea in its most elemental terms.
By defending Venezuelans’ freedom
to legitimately elect their president—
as they have—she risks her life and
that of her loved ones. She lives
confined and in hiding to avoid being
found.

Deprived of physical freedom, she
embodies the essence of liberty. Such
are our assets, the heroes within our
great center-right political family, who
for years have risked their safety for
the cause of freedom. They are
confident, knowing that a free
citizenry will always make the right
choices. 
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"If you want good
information, you must 

be willing to accept that 
it may not always 

align with your 
preferences. It requires 

effort to discern it 
and to invest time 

in knowing where to 
find reliable sources...”

In recent days, we have devoted time
to reflecting on how to balance the
exercise of freedom of expression
with combating disinformation, and
on the tools needed to detect and
counter it. The right to truthful
information is essential for decision-
making. Hence, the need to protect
truthfulness and our obsession with
the truth—because facts no longer
speak for themselves. We’ve moved
from “facts trump narratives” to
“narratives trump facts.” These are
times of many stories and few truths.
For us, defenders of balanced
accounts, stories come at a cost. 

The original sin lies in a deeply
ingrained idea: treating others as we
wish to be treated. That is, not
deceiving because we do not wish to
be deceived. This is why we believe it is
crucial to involve citizens in decision-
making and to alert them that
making choices is difficult and comes
with responsibility. If you want good
information, you must be willing to
accept that it may not always align
with your preferences. It requires
effort to discern it and to invest time in
knowing where to find reliable
sources. Not every video forwarded by
friends and family on WhatsApp is
true. 

We all know: there is nothing harder
to communicate than what people
do not want to hear. Thus, the
dilemma: Should we tell the truth
even at our own expense? 

For years, we have grappled with this
idea of narrative. It all stems from a
basic, intrinsic concept for our political
family, which I have tried to outline. A
dilemma about how to tell the truth
in an engaging way, even when the 
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message itself may not be appealing.
It always falls to us to fix what the left
ruins, to bring light to places where
they have lived in darkness for years.
And light, when it appears, can blind.
It also reveals what people may not
want to see: the dirty and the ugly.
Even so, I know no one who prefers to
live in darkness—unless they believe
there is no alternative. 

But there is an alternative and hope.
There is a party and there are parties.
There is a community of values—ours
—that believes freedom is worth it
despite its burdens and that we need
security to exercise it. This security has
much to do with being informed,
knowing the truth, trusting those
who convey it, and restoring
institutions’ role as guarantees for
citizens. 

This community believes democracy
is the best system possible, but it
must be defended. It is not an
evergreen tree. The market economy
has lifted millions out of poverty—and
continues to allow us to live modestly 

day to day—and this has not been
achieved by corruption or drug
trafficking. Nor by turning the state
into a marketplace. 

We have a project and projects. We
know how to do things well and are
still learning to do them better. We
cannot grow weary, nor are we
exhausted. Not us. 
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Chile Demands Freedom 
for Political Prisoners in Cuba

Francisco
Chahuán
Senator of the Republic of
Chile. President of the Foreign
Relations Committee and the
Human Rights Committee.
Former President of the
National Renewal Party.
Honorary Advisory Council
Member of the Union of Latin
American Parties

On November  26 ,  the  Chi lean Senate  approved a
reso lut ion urging President  Gabrie l  Boric  to  demand
an end to  repress ion and the  re lease  o f  po l i t ica l
prisoners  by  the  Cuban regime.  This  This  marks  a
pivota l  move ,  as  Boric  has  been widely  cr i t ic ized  for
omitt ing  Cuba in  his  s tatements  on human r ights
vio lat ions .

The  reso lut ion passed  with  15  votes  in  favor ,  none
against ,  and two abstent ions .  I t  ca l l s  on the
international  community ,  part icular ly  the  European
Union,  to  suspend f inancia l  support  for  the  Cuban
regime and demands  the  immediate  organizat ion of
free ,  mult iparty  e lect ions  on the  is land.  

One of  the  main proponents  o f  this  legis lat ive
init iat ive  highl ights  i ts  ob ject ives  and advocates  for  i ts
repl icat ion in  other  par l iaments  across  the  continent .  
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W                ith broad support, the Chilean
Senate approved a resolution urging
the government to take concrete
measures to demand that Cuba's
government cease its repression,
release political prisoners, and hold
free and multiparty elections. The
resolution also calls for the
intervention of relevant international
bodies to hold the Cuban regime
accountable for its crimes against
humanity

This initiative arises against the
backdrop of 65 years of communist
dictatorship in Cuba, imposed by
Fidel Castro, which has brought
destruction, poverty, and exile. It has
also set a precedent for similar
experiences in Venezuela, Nicaragua,
and Bolivia. 

Currently, there are at least 1,105
political prisoners in Cuba, including
117 women and 329 individuals with
severe health conditions that put
their lives at risk. Many political
prisoners report being denied
medication, suffering from food 

shortages, and enduring isolation or
forced labor camps. 

The Cuban economy has been
completely decimated under the
regime’s control, leaving its
population reliant on external support
for basic survival. This includes 
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remittances from exiles and
resources extracted from allied
nations.

Despite severe repression, the Cuban
resistance remains active, fueled by
the widespread social protest
movement that began on July 11, 2021.
This resistance has successfully
brought attention to severe human
rights violations through international
media and judicial mechanisms. 

Chile is committed to demanding an
end to the repression of the Cuban
people and the immediate release of
political prisoners. Our government
must continue its efforts to support
the unity of the Cuban resistance,
exemplified by the Assembly of the
Cuban Resistance and its 54
member organizations. It is also
essential to encourage all Cuban
democratic forces to persist in their
efforts to reclaim their country.
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