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Judicial  Triumphs of  Uribe
and Fujimori:  Justice,  Freedom,

and Hemispheric  Leadership

Monthly Reflect ion

A few weeks ago, two monumental
court rulings vindicated two
prominent democratic leaders in the
Western Hemisphere. In Colombia, an
appellate court overturned the unjust
conviction of former President Álvaro
Uribe Vélez, fully clearing him of all
charges. Almost simultaneously in
Peru, the country’s highest
constitutional tribunal dismissed the
case against Keiko Fujimori, annulling
an accusation that had been arbitrarily
brought against her. Both figures have
long been symbols of the fight for
freedom in their countries, and these
decisions were received with great
satisfaction by those of us who defend
the rule of law against political abuse.

Álvaro Uribe: Acquittal and New
Hope for Colombia

President Uribe was sentenced in
August of 2025 by a lower-court judge
to 12 years of house arrest for alleged
witness tampering. It marked the first
criminal conviction of a former
president in Colombian history.
However, on October 21, the Bogotá
Court of Appeals overturned that
ruling. The tribunal concluded that the
sentence had “structural deficiencies” 
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and lacked valid evidence to support a
guilty verdict. As a result, Uribe was
acquitted of all charges.

The former president always
maintained his innocence, calling the
process “political persecution” and
denouncing the bias of several actors
involved at different stages of the
investigation. His lawyers appealed the
ruling, challenging the validity of the
evidence, and now the courts have
proven them right. After years of legal
battles, the acquittal vindicates Uribe,
who, upon learning of the decision,
stated: “I have told the truth to my
fellow citizens throughout my long
public life. I ask providence for energy
and calm judgment to work for
Colombia.” His words reflect his
intention to continue contributing
actively to his country’s political life.

Beyond the legal dimension, this
decision has political significance, as
Uribe remains a central figure in both
Colombian and Latin American
politics. His stature emerges stronger,
ready to continue leading the
democratic project that, during his two
presidential terms, pulled the country
out of some of its darkest moments by
confronting drug cartels and terrorist 

groups with determination. Not
surprisingly, he has held various public
positions, from Mayor of his native
Medellín to President of Colombia, and
is recognized for his firm defense of
security, freedom, and the rule of law.
Now, free from accusations, he can
devote his energy to the same ideals
that define his legacy.

Keiko Fujimori: Case Closed and a
Clear Path Toward Peru’s Presidency

Meanwhile, in Peru, political leader
Keiko Fujimori achieved a legal victory
that clears the way for her presidential
bid. On October 2, 2025, the
Constitutional Court granted a habeas
corpus petition in her favor and
annulled the “Cocktails Case,” which
had investigated her for alleged illegal
contributions to her 2011 and 2016
campaigns. The ruling “nullifies all 

“Uribe remains a central
figure in both Colombian
and Latin American
politics. His stature
emerges stronger, ready to
continue leading the
democratic project...”

AGENDA ISSUE 13  -  NOVEMBER 2025



investigations and the accusation”
against Fujimori and her party, Fuerza
Popular.

The justices noted that the criminal
offense of “illicit asset reception” was
introduced into the Penal Code only in
November 2016, making its application
to earlier events unconstitutional. They
also questioned the accusation of
criminal organization, emphasizing
that the objective of a political party —
to win elections— cannot be equated
with a criminal purpose. For Keiko
Fujimori, who was unjustly held in pre-
trial detention for 17 months during
this investigation, the decision is a
major vindication after more than a
decade of legal proceedings.

Days after the ruling was announced,
Keiko Fujimori formally launched her
presidential campaign for 2026 in
Trujillo, Peru. Her name is synonymous
with political resilience in our
hemisphere. She has reached the
runoff in all three elections in which she
has run, each time falling just short of
the presidency by a narrow margin.
Her party has remained a decisive
force in Congress and continues to be
one of the country’s strongest and 
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most enduring political groups. A
significant segment of the Peruvian
electorate remains loyal to
Fujimorismo because they associate it
with stability and resolve. Amid
ongoing institutional crises and power
struggles, Keiko Fujimori represents, for
many, a source of steadiness and
experience.

The Triumph of the Rule of Law

The Uribe and Fujimori cases both
display clear parallels. In each, the
judiciary ultimately corrected abuses 
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motivated by political objectives. The
decisiveness of the rulings, full acquittal
for Uribe and total annulment for
Fujimori, sends an important message:
criminal proceedings must be
reserved for real crimes, not
weaponized to eliminate electoral
adversaries. Otherwise, justice loses
credibility and becomes perceived as a
tool of those in power.

This phenomenon is neither isolated in
the region nor unique to Latin
America. In the United States,
President Donald J. Trump returned
triumphantly to the White House
despite facing numerous legal
processes clearly driven by political
motives. The American people were
not swayed by those politicized attacks;
rather, they immediately recognized
them as an attempt to weaponize the
judicial system to block him electorally
The result was the opposite: Donald J. 
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Trump secured even greater support
than in his first election.

I am convinced that, just as it
happened with President Trump, both
Uribe and Fujimori will strengthen
their profiles as tenacious leaders
committed to their nations. Álvaro
Uribe and Keiko Fujimori have proven
to be tireless defenders of democracy,
freedom, security, progress, and
institutional order. Their trajectories
reflect a steadfast commitment to
fundamental republican values. Their
judicial victories not only clear their
names but also reinforce confidence
that impartial justice is possible even
amid political storms. The acquittal of
Uribe and the exoneration of Fujimori
are good news for the rule of law and
for democracy throughout the
hemisphere.

“President Donald J.
Trump returned
triumphantly to the White
House despite facing
numerous legal processes
clearly driven by political
motives...”
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High political  expectations
for  a  year-end with no rest!

elections, with the possible return of
the right to power at stake. The final
results have not yet been released,
but the National Party of Honduras is
the frontrunner, with Nasry Asfura as
its candidate—an entrepreneur born
in Tegucigalpa, of Palestinian descent,
and widely known as “Papi a la
orden.”

Meanwhile, the left, supposedly in
opposition to the regime, has put
forward Salvador Nasralla as its
candidate, even though he served as
vice president under Xiomara Castro
until just a few months ago.

Julián Obiglio

As 2025 draws to a close, the political
milestones ahead will keep us alert
right up until December 31. Just days
ago, we witnessed a major surprise in
Argentina, where President Milei
received strong support from the
Trump administration and, perhaps
as a consequence, secured social and
electoral backing that few anticipated
—leaving him on the verge of
attaining parliamentary majorities
and opening a new path of dialogue
and agreements that he had not
previously seemed willing to pursue. 
Let’s review what lies ahead on the
agenda for the final month of the year: 

Honduras 
On Sunday, November 30, Honduras
held presidential and legislative
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The only thing that seems clear is that
the Zelaya–Castro era is coming to an
end, with Rixi Moncada as its
candidate.

In Honduras, elections are decided in
a single round, so this vote will
determine whether there is a change
in administration and direction, or
whether the country will remain
immersed in Caribbean-style
populism.

The vote count is still ongoing, and we
must wait for a final result to know
who the winner is—and how strong
or weak their mandate will be,
depending on the margin of victory.

Chile 
A few days after Honduras, on
December 14, Chile will hold its
presidential runoff, in which the right
is well positioned to defeat the leftist
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ticket led by the Communist Party.
José Antonio Kast, the candidate of
the Republican Party, received the
highest vote share among right- and
center-right parties. It is therefore
expected that most Chileans who
supported alternatives to the
communist government in the first
round will now back his candidacy. 

There are several factors to watch
closely. First is the behavior of the
parties that fielded other right-leaning
candidates: Kaiser (hard right) and
Matthei (center-right). Both have
openly endorsed Kast, suggesting
that their voters will support him in
the runoff. It is less clear what the
electorate of Parisi—whose platform
appealed more to protest or
antisystem voters—will do. Their votes
will likely be split between the two
finalists. 

Beyond this, two things appear
evident: the legislative results from the
first round already reveal a significant
right-wing majority—represented by
various parties—in Congress, marking
an ideological shift with important
consequences. And finally, if Kast 

“The only thing that seems
clear is that the Zelaya–
Castro era is coming to an
end, with Rixi Moncada as
its candidate.”
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wins, that parliamentary composition
will require him to build a stable
coalition government, including
ministers from allied parties. This will
demand collective political
construction and consensus-building
—something the Chilean right has
not yet fully achieved. 

Mercosur–EU Agreement 
All signs indicate that on December
20th, the long-delayed agreement
between Mercosur and the European
Union will finally be signed in Brazil.
For this to happen, the European
Parliament must urgently approve
the agricultural safeguard clause
established by the Commission and
later endorsed by the EU Council. 

If the expected timeline holds, the EU
Council must approve the
agreement by qualified majority
before December 20, enabling its
president, Ursula von der Leyen, to
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 travel to Brazil and sign the treaty
with President Lula, who currently
holds Mercosur’s rotating presidency.
After that, the agreement will move to
the European Parliament and then to
the national parliaments of each
member country for final ratification
and entry into force. 

Meanwhile, tensions will likely rise
within Mercosur over the agricultural
safeguard clause—introduced after
negotiations had closed—as well as in
Europe, where a few countries
continue expressing opposition to the
agreement. 

What matters here is that we are on
the verge of signing the largest trade
agreement in the world—one that
will strengthen the Atlantic Triangle,
reinforce cooperation within the
West, and deepen commercial
complementarity between South
America and Europe. 

Venezuela 
A few days ago, the Trump
administration officially designated
the Cartel of the Suns as an
international terrorist organization,
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directly naming Nicolás Maduro—the
head of the regime—as its leader. This
decision enables expanded legal and
financial sanctions against regime
officials and marks a drastic shift in U.S.
policy toward Venezuela, opening the
door to potential military operations
against targets linked to Chavismo. 

The United States has strong
incentives to bring an end to
Maduro’s regime. In addition to
producing and exporting drugs to
the U.S. and the region, the regime
also serves as an operational base for
enemies of the West, drives massive
flows of impoverished migrants, and
—among other destabilizing actions
—puts at risk the territory of Guyana,
which contains important energy
reserves (this issue of Agenda includes
a special article on that subject). 

The U.S. currently has one of its most
significant naval fleets deployed off
Venezuela’s coast, at enormous daily
cost. It has also advised airlines to
avoid Venezuelan airspace and
recommended that foreign
diplomatic missions leave the
country. All this is taking place while
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the U.S. bombs drug-trafficking boats
and blocks the passage of non-allied
vessels. 

It is evident that we are approaching a
military intervention on Venezuelan
territory aimed at bringing an end to
the Chavista regime and its criminal
organization, allowing the country to
begin a process of democratic and
legal normalization under legitimately
elected authorities. Such an
intervention would shake the region
and could have consequences for the
regimes in Cuba and Nicaragua,
weakening the structures that sustain
their dictatorships. 

Ukraine–Russia Agreement 
Parallel to these developments, the
U.S. administration is strongly pushing
for an end to the war between 

“The Trump administration
officially designated the
Cartel of the Suns as an
international terrorist
organization, directly
naming Nicolás Maduro as
its leader.”
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Ukraine and Russia. Negotiations are
proceeding amid deep distrust from
Ukraine, as the proposed terms could
require significant territorial
concessions without guarantees of an
international security force to ensure
Russia will not attack again or
attempt to seize additional land. 

At stake in this negotiation are the
peace of Europe, President Trump’s
ability to influence global affairs, and
the stability of much of the Western
world. The outcome will shape a
major part of next year’s European
agenda and raise critical questions
regarding the financing of Ukraine’s
reconstruction. 

Presidential elections in Portugal,
Costa Rica, Peru, Colombia, and
Brazil 

Once all this is behind us and we
reach January 1, 2026, we will enter an
intense electoral cycle across the
Ibero-American world, beginning
with the presidential election in
Portugal (see the special article in this
edition of Agenda) and followed by
Costa Rica, Peru, Colombia, and Brazil. 
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These elections are highly relevant,
with strong expectations that the
leaders chosen in these countries will
either reaffirm Portugal’s current
direction or signal a broader shift to
the right. If that occurs, we could see
the Ibero-American region once
again oriented toward the political
right—something we have not
witnessed in many years. 

As we can see, December’s political
agenda offers no respite and will
require constant attention
throughout the month. This new
issue of AGENDA examines all these
developments and the prospects
they present. The edition opens with
an unmissable article by Carlos Díaz-
Rosillo on the judicial victories of Uribe
and Fujimori in Colombia and Peru,
and on the illicit political use of judicial
tools. Don’t miss it! 
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Croatia  in  the New 
Security Landscape:  Responsibility,

Resilience,  and Patriotism

Member of Parliament
from Croatia. Chair of the
Foreign Affairs Committee
of the Croatian
Parliament. Former
diplomat and former
Mayor of Split .  

Andro
Krstulović
Opara

Europe  i s  no  longer  a  space  o f  guaranteed
peace .  The  war  in  Ukraine ,  Russ ia ’ s  hybr id
in f luence ,  the  r i se  o f  popul i sm,  and
instab i l i ty  in  i t s  ne ighborhood  remind  us
that  secur i ty  can  never  be  taken  for  granted .
Croat ia ,  aware  o f  i t s  h i s tory  and  s trateg ic
locat ion ,  has  dec ided  to  s t rengthen  i t s
de fense  and  re introduce  mandatory  mi l i tary
serv ice .  
 
The  author  exp la ins  the  po l i t i ca l ,  s t rateg ic ,
and  mora l  reasons  behind  th i s  dec i s ion  in  a
wart ime  context  deep ly  concerning  to  the
ent ire  Western  wor ld .  
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             roatia does not forget the
aggression it endured—but draws
from it the determination never again
to allow its freedom to be
threatened.”

Europe’s New Security Reality
Europe today faces its greatest
security crisis since the end of the
Cold War. The war in Ukraine, hybrid
threats, and the resurgence of
authoritarian regimes are
transforming the continent. Croatia
has acted to these changes
strategically by reintroducing
mandatory military training and
increasing defense investments,
measures driven by necessity rather
than political gesture. Our country
understands that peace is not
maintained by passivity. It is built
through responsibility, knowledge,
and readiness. 

Serbia – A Persistent Source of
Instability
The main source of instability in
Southeast Europe remains Serbia.
Although formally a candidate for EU
membership, Belgrade’s 

authoritarian leadership is moving
further away from European values,
aligning itself with Putin’s regime and
promoting the so-called “Serbian
World,” its version of “Russian World,”
in essence a modern reincarnation of
imperialist Greater-Serbia ideology. 

President Aleksandar Vučić’s regime
suppresses the media, controls state
institutions, and employs nationalist
rhetoric to mask growing domestic
dissatisfaction. The country is shaken
by constant protests, political strife,
and violence, while the public sphere
is flooded with propaganda. Serbia
has never condemned Russia’s
aggression against Ukraine nor
imposed sanctions on Moscow.
Through state-controlled media, the
public is indoctrinated to justify
Russian aggression. Belgrade
maintains close security ties with both
Moscow and Beijing while 

“C
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undermining dialogue with its
neighbors. 

Croatia, which vividly remembers the
Serbian aggression of the 1990s,
cannot and must not ignore such
behavior and activities in its
neighborhood. We do not seek
conflict, but we do not forget history.
Serbian aggression taught us that
freedom and sovereignty are
priceless—preserved only by the will
and ability to defend them. 

Russian Malign Influence and
Threats to Southeastern Europe
For years, Russia has exploited
Orthodox Church structures, media
networks, and political movements to
expand its influence across the region.
Its goal is clear: to weaken the
European Union and create a belt of
instability along its southeastern
frontier. 

The most alarming example was the
attempted coup in Montenegro in
2016, involving Russian agents and
local pro-Russian activists. Its aim was
to prevent Montenegro’s European 
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path. Subsequent elections brought
to power parties closely tied to the
Serbian Orthodox Church, effectively a
political instrument of both the
“Russian” and “Serbian World.” Today,
Montenegro, once a model of Euro-
Atlantic integration, is in danger of
becoming a “Balkan Belarus”: a
formally democratic country under
the strong sway of Serbia and Russia. 

Similar dynamics have played out in
Republika Srpska in Bosnia and
Herzegovina, where its former
longtime leader, Milorad Dodik,
backed by Moscow, has repeatedly
threatened secession. Russian malign
influence remains significant in
Georgia through religious, media, and
political channels, while Moldova has
successfully resisted such pressure,
reaffirming its European path in
recent elections. These examples 

“The aggression taught us
that freedom and sovereignty
are priceless—preserved only
by the will and ability to
defend them.”
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confirm that hybrid warfare is waged
not only with weapons, but also with
disinformation and propaganda. 

Hungary, Slovakia, and Challenges
within the European Union
Even within the European Union,
concerns are growing over the
behavior of certain member states.
Hungary, under Viktor Orbán, has
become Moscow’s most vocal
advocate in Brussels. Orbán and
Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó
frequently issue aggressive
statements directed at Croatia,
particularly concerning the Croatian
oil pipeline JANAF and energy issues. 

A similar tone now comes from
Slovakia, following Robert Fico’s
return to power. While Slovakia
remains nominally within the Euro-
Atlantic framework, its rhetoric
increasingly resembles that of
Hungary, creating space for Russian
influence and undermining
European solidarity. Recent elections
in the Czech Republic and the likely
government under populist Andrej
Babiš also signal a potential shift away 

from the Czech Republic’s previously
unwavering support for Ukraine. 

Croatia’s Strategy: Security, Stability,
and Patriotism 
Croatia responds to challenges
through action. In line with the SAFE
(Security and Defence for Europe)
program and the European Council’s
decisions, Croatia has committed to
increasing defense spending to 5% of
GDP by 2030. Modernization of the
armed forces encompasses
strengthening land, air, and naval
capabilities, enhancing air defense
and cyber capacities, and investing in
the domestic defense industry. These
investments mean not only a 
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stronger military but also
technological progress and economic
resilience. 

The reintroduction of mandatory
military training also carries a social
dimension. The majority of young
Croatians support this policy, seeing it
as an opportunity to learn discipline,
practical skills, and service to the
homeland. It is also a sign that
patriotism in Croatia is not a relic of the
past, but a mature expression of
responsibility toward the future.
Parents support sending their sons to
the army to toughen them up and
help them grow into responsible
men and fathers. The same applies to
young women who volunteer for 

service, many of whom have already
proven themselves as excellent
soldiers and officers. 
 
Croatia – A Pillar of Stability and
Peace 
Today, Croatia is a secure, democratic,
and stable member of the Euro-
Atlantic community, as well as a
regional hub for tourism, the
economy, and energy. Indicators
consistently show that, alongside 
Slovenia and Iceland, Croatia ranks
among the safest countries in Europe.
Security, stability, and peace are
Croatia’s “national oil.” Investing in this
“resource” is therefore our greatest
strategic interest. Our priority is a
peaceful, stable, and prosperous
neighborhood. 

Croatia actively supports the
democratic development of Western
Balkan countries, assists them on their 

“Croatia actively supports
the democratic development
of Western Balkan countries,
assists them on their
European path...”
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European path, and insists on
cooperation grounded in good-
neighborly relations and mutual
respect. 

Conclusion 
Increased defense investment,
modernization of the armed forces,
close cooperation with NATO allies,
and the reintroduction of military 
training form the cornerstone of
Croatia’s security doctrine. 

In a world where the values of
freedom and responsibility are once
again being tested, Croatia remains a
steadfast ally of the Euro-Atlantic
community and a reliable defender of
its Christian identity and European
way of life. Such commitment is
possible only when there is both the
will and the strength to defend those
values. 

“Croatia remains a steadfast
ally of the Euro-Atlantic
community and a reliable
defender of European way of
life...”
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The Return of  Bicameralism 
in Peru:  A Step Toward
Institutional  Maturity

Peruvian lawyer, entrepreneur,
and politician. Currently,  an
Andean parliamentarian for
the 2021–2026 term. He served
as a member of the Congress
of the Republic for three terms
and as President of Congress
during the 2017–2018
legislative year. He is the
National Secretary General of
the political party Fuerza
Popular.

Luis Fernando
Galarreta
Velarde

In  March  2024 ,  the  Peruvian  Congress
approved  a  const i tut iona l  amendment
re ins tat ing  a  b icamera l  l eg i s la ture ,  which  had
been  e l iminated  by  the  1993  Const i tut ion .
Beg inning  wi th  the  2026  genera l  e l ec t ions ,
Peruvians  wi l l  once  again  e l ec t  bo th  nat iona l
deput ies  and  senators .  
 
This  ar t i c l e  examines  the  reasons  that  l ed  a
qua l i f i ed  major i ty  o f  l eg i s la tors  to  promote
th i s  re form,  as  we l l  as  the  potent ia l  impact
that  th i s  new ins t i tut iona l  rea l i ty  may  have  on
the  funct ioning  o f  the  country ’ s  representat ive
and  po l i t i ca l  ins t i tut ions .  
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the 1993 Constitution and maintained
a coherent position: preserving the
economic framework that brought
stability to the country while
recognizing that the unicameral
model had fulfilled its historical
purpose. The 1993 Constitution was
born amid national emergency—
terrorism was advancing,
hyperinflation was destroying
household savings, and the State was
on the verge of collapse. In that context,
unicameralism became an instrument
of legislative efficiency, necessary for
rapidly adopting the structural reforms
that modernized the country. 

The internal debate within Fuerza
Popular has been extensive and
substantive. From the 2016
parliamentary caucus, of which I was a
member, and which chose not to
advance bicameralism at the time, to
our current legislative group, both 

         eru has taken an important turn in
its recent political history. After more
than three decades of a unicameral
Congress, the country has decided to
restore a system that was once an
essential component of its republican
tradition: bicameralism. With the
enactment of Law No. 31988 in March
2024, the Senate and the Chamber of
Deputies have been reestablished,
creating a new balance within the
structure of the Legislative Branch that
will come into force starting with the
2026 general elections. 

The return to bicameralism was no
minor step. It required a constitutional
amendment approved by a two-thirds
supermajority, meaning 87 of the 130
legislators. Achieving such a consensus
in a fragment ed Parliament marked
by political confrontation was a
significant accomplishment, reflecting
a commitment to rebuilding
institutional strength and restoring
public confidence in democratic
politics. In this process, Fuerza Popular,
the largest parliamentary caucus with
24 seats, played a central role. 

Under the leadership of Keiko Fujimori,
the party has consistently defended 

P
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The new legislative structure
contemplates 130 deputies elected by
regional constituencies and 60
senators, half elected at the national
level and half by regions. Among the
Senate’s exclusive responsibilities are
the ratification of high-level state
officials, approval of international
treaties, and participation in
impeachment proceedings. Its
existence will not only allow for a more
rigorous review of legislation but also
help generate institutional stability and
balance in the face of recurring
tensions between the Executive and
Congress. 

Bicameralism may also help correct a
longstanding distortion: the excessive
concentration of political power in
Lima. With a Senate elected through
national representation, there is a
greater possibility of achieving a more
equitable and decentralized political
dynamic, giving the regions a stronger 

political reality and institutional needs
have evolved. Thanks to that agile
unicameral structure, Peru was able to
adopt new organic laws, establish
regulatory agencies, reform the Civil
and Penal Codes, and consolidate a
market-oriented economic system
which—despite its fluctuations—laid
the foundations for three decades of
sustained growth. Unicameralism
successfully fulfilled the mission of
rebuilding the State and restoring
direction to the Republic. 

Today, however, the context is
altogether different. Peru no longer
faces the urgency of internal conflict
but rather the accumulated fatigue of
persistent political instability. In just
nine years, the country has had eight
presidents—a stark indicator of weak
institutions and the urgent need to
strengthen checks and balances.
Legislative overproduction, insufficient
technical analysis, and improvised
lawmaking reflect the need for
institutional redesign. Bicameralism
responds to this diagnosis: it aims to
strengthen deliberation, give legislative
proposals greater political weight and
legitimacy, and improve the quality of
parliamentary debate. 
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“Peru no longer faces the
urgency of internal conflict
but rather the accumulated
fatigue of persistent
political instability.”
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voice in major national decisions. 

Ultimately, the return to bicameralism
is a state decision, not a circumstantial
one. It does not imply abandoning the
advances of the past but rather
updating the institutional model to
address the challenges of the present.
In a country that has endured
recurring crises and deep political
fractures, this reform may mark the
beginning of a more mature phase in
which Congress becomes once again
a space for dialogue, balance, and a
vision of the future. The existence of a
Senate can help elevate the
parliamentary career, encourage
legislative specialization, and foster a
more responsible political culture
grounded in meritocracy and
technical debate. Only with strong
institutions can Peru secure economic
stability, respect for the rule of law, and
a truly functional democracy.  

Time will tell whether the reform
achieves its goals. The 2026 elections
will be the first major test. But what is
clear is that Peru has chosen to look
forward without renouncing its
republican heritage. Bicameralism, far
from being a nostalgic return to the 
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past, may be the key to building a
stronger, more responsible, and more
representative Parliament—an
instrument at the service of stability
and national progress. 
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Fol lowing the  v ictory  o f  mayoral  candidate
Zohran Mamdani  in  New York ,  representing
the  far- le f t  wing of  the  Democrat ic  Party ,
many doubt  that  he  wi l l  be  ab le  to  achieve  a
success fu l  administrat ion or  fu l f i l l  the
highly  unreal is t ic  promises  he  made during
his  campaign.  
 
In  this  art ic le ,  Commissioner  González  o f
Miami-Dade ,  F lor ida ,  analyzes  the  potent ia l
consequences  this  outcome could  have  for
New York  City  and explains  why such a
scenario  should  never  happen in  his  own
county ,  which is  home to  people  who have
escaped the  horrors  o f  socia l ism,  s tat ism,
and communism.  

Roberto J.
González 
Miami-Dade County
commissioner, representing
the greater West Kendall
area, and serves as chairman
of the Safety and Health
Committee. He and his wife,
Jessyca, are the proud
parents of three daughters:
Skye, Ava, and Leah. 

Don’t  Mamdani  My Miami 
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    he recent triumph of Zohran
Mamdani in New York City’s mayoral
race presents more than a local shift
—it reads like a replay of the socialist-
populist playbook once wielded by
Fidel Castro, Hugo  Chávez, and
Cristina Fernández de Kirchner. These
three crafted revolutions or elections
were based on inflated promises of
mandated equality and the
villainizing of a population segment.
Their hallmarks: crashed economies
and currencies, property seizures,
human-rights abuses, loss of equality
under law, social and political isolation,
and a high body count in terms of
deaths and refugees. Their failings are
well-documented. What is about to
be written is how Mamdani will
collapse the once-great New York
City. 

And when that collapse begins, the
fallout will come to Florida—especially
here in Miami-Dade County. Florida is
the new  New  York State, and Miami-
Dade its largest metropolitan area,
the new  New  York City. One can
argue the differences and similarities
all day, but one thing is unarguable: 

our county’s population is  heavily 
comprised  of people who have tasted
socialism’s bitter fruit, while so many
New Yorkers  retain  an idealized,
almost childish romanticism about
socialism’s 100 percent unrealized 
benefits.

Our  lived experience matters. You can
go to a bakery in Little  Havana,  and a
man will tell you over a  cafecito  how
the brutal Castro dictatorship’s foot-
soldiers, blind with ideological belief,
expropriated his Catholic church and
school—and how his nephew was
imprisoned and tortured for dissent.
Or you can go to Doral, and over
some  tequeños ,  a Venezuelan
woman will tell you how the Chavista
revolutionary thugs intimidated
homeowners  or  walked  people  out of
small businesses, which were then 

T
AGENDA ISSUE 13  -  NOVEMBER 2025



23

 word. Far too many New Yorkers do
not. With talk of New York refugees
heading here, we must tell them  in
no uncertain terms: you are welcome,
but do not bring the romanticizing of 
socialism  of the Castro-Chávez-de
Kirchner-Mamdani variety. The
consequences are higher than you 
can bear. Today’s destination for
domestic and international political
refugees escaping socialism is Miami-
Dade County. If an influx of
newcomers who forget socialism’s
evils because they think “this time will
be different” arrives here and begins
voting for Socialism Lite, we will chart
the same dark path New York is
about to embark upon.  Florida is
already warning that unchecked
migration of ideological refugees
from New York could burden fiscal
and social systems, and Governor
DeSantis has even floated a ‘tariff’ on

given to connected government
workers or strangers who were
squatters.  Argentine President
Javier Milei is still un-banging the pots
of an entitled political class of 
untouchable partisans  whose raises
by government edict caused
hyperinflation.  

In Miami-Dade County, socialism got
its fair hearing. Its trial witnesses were
those exhibitions of injustice, those
stains of tears and blood; socialism
was described,  debunked, and
convicted as the virus on the body
and soul that it is. This translates into
political outcomes that would shock
any pundit. Between 2016 and 2024, 
the  heavily  Hispanic native-and-
immigrant  voters  in our county
experienced a  nearly 41-point  net shift
toward the Republican Party, a
phenomenon dubbed the
“Trump/DeSantis effect.” At the same
time, Florida Republican enrollment
now surpasses Democrat enrollment
by some 1.4 million and  has steadily
risen in recent years. 

Miami-Dade County residents know
socialism all too well—and call it a dirty

“In Miami-Dade County,
socialism got its fair
hearing. Its trial witnesses
were those exhibitions of
injustice, those stains of
tears and blood.”
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 transplants from  states  whose
politics conflict with ours.   

Florida’s family and business-friendly
policies, along with limited
government that shows surpluses
under  Governor Ron DeSantis and
others, must be the  blueprint  for
states. Miami-Dade County, as
Florida’s largest metro area, should be
the  blue print  for U.S. metropolitan
areas  in the near future. The
combination of strong individual
liberty locally,  as well as  checks on
government reach, cost, and danger, 
is  what makes us the top destination
for families, capital, and business
formation.  

When we  say, “Don’t New York our
Miami-Dade County,” we mean you
are welcome, but leave behind your
unfounded faith in  socialism,  even
when it is under a major political party
label.  Socialism’s price is  far greater
than you imagine. Trust Miami-Dade
County when we say we know all too
well that New York is unprepared for
the socialism it voted for.  
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Europe and Latin America:
Natural  Partners  in  a  Changing World

He holds a degree in Law
and a diploma in
International Studies. Since
2004, he has served as a
Member of the European
Parliament, belonging to
the European People’s Party
Group. Throughout his
diplomatic career has held
several prominent positions
within Spain’s Ministry of
Foreign Affairs.  

Francisco
Millán Mon

What  i s  the  current  s ta tus  o f  the  European  Union ’ s
var ious  t rade  agreements  wi th  Lat in  America?  When
wi l l  negot ia t ions  conc lude ,  and  when  wi l l  they  be
rat i f i ed?  
 
The  author—rapporteur  for  the  EU-Mercosur
Agreement  in  the  European  Par l iament ’ s  Commit tee
on  Fore ign  Af fa irs—rev iews  the  d i f f erent  t rade  dea l s
current ly  under  cons iderat ion  be tween  the  EU and
Lat in  America  and  forecas ts  a  pos i t ive  fu ture  for
deeper  cooperat ion .  
 
He  a l so  ana lyzes  the  importance  o f  swi f t  ra t i f i cat ion
of  these  commitments  and  re f l ec t s  on  the  need  for
jo int  e f for t s  to  counter  China ’ s  expanding  commerc ia l
presence  in  the  reg ion .  
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       or Europeans—and especially for
Spaniards—Latin America is a
subcontinent with which we share
countless historical, political,
economic, cultural, and linguistic ties,
as well as profound human bonds. As
a Galician politician, I am very
conscious of this reality. Both regions
also share a commitment to universal
values such as democracy, respect for
human rights, freedom, and the rule
of law. We have a common
worldview and a shared way of
interpreting global affairs. We also
stand together in defending a rules-
based international order. In short, we
are natural partners. 

Today, we live in a changing world
marked by proliferating conflicts,
economic and trade uncertainty, and
a growing challenge to the
international order. In this context, it is
essential for the European Union (EU)
to strengthen its relationships with
countries that share our principles,
interests, and values, so we can jointly
confront the many global and bi-
regional challenges we face. In this
sense, taking a qualitative leap in 

political dialogue and cooperation
between the EU and Latin America is
both timely and necessary. 

Over recent decades, the two regions
have strengthened their ties through
a number of agreements: the
Economic Partnership Agreement
between the EU and the Cariforum
States; the Multipart Trade
Agreement between the EU and
Colombia, Peru, and Ecuador; and the
Association Agreement between the
EU and Central America, among
others. 

Recently, there have been significant
developments. First, the
modernization of the agreement with
Chile through the Advanced
Framework Agreement, which has
been provisionally in force since June 1,
2025. Likewise, in January 2025,
negotiations concluded on the 
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modernization of the important
Global Agreement between the EU
and Mexico. Meanwhile, in December
2024—after more than twenty-five
long years—negotiations finally
concluded on the EU-Mercosur
Association Agreement.  

As rapporteur for the Mercosur
Agreement in the European
Parliament’s Committee on Foreign
Affairs, I would like to focus briefly on
this. It is the most significant treaty the
EU has ever negotiated, both in scope
—covering more than 750 million
citizens—and in economic impact
and geopolitical relevance. This
agreement is a major geostrategic
commitment. The institutional
structures it establishes will
strengthen political and cooperation
ties. It will also allow us to expand and
diversify our economic and
commercial relations, further increase
investment, and reinforce economic
security through reliable, sustainable
flows of critical raw materials—
essential to the green and digital
transitions underway in both regions.
Moreover, it will help counter the 

expanding presence of other actors in
the region, such as China, which is
already South America’s largest
trading partner. 

On September 3, the European
Commission submitted the
Agreement with Mercosur and the
Agreement with Mexico to the EU
Council and Parliament. This would
allow them to be signed soon.

Meanwhile, in early November, the
EU–CELAC Summit was held in
Santa Marta, Colombia. Regarding
this type of meeting, I would like to
highlight three key issues for the
biregional relationship. First, the need
to focus on shared security
challenges. Organized crime—

“The Mercosur Agreement
is the most significant
treaty the EU has ever
negotiated, both in scope,
and in economic impact
and geopolitical
relevance.”
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particularly drug trafficking—seriously
affects both regions. There are useful
cooperation mechanisms in place,
which must become more effective.
Very close coordination is also needed
between ports on both sides of the
Atlantic, which are essential points in
the cocaine trade. I hope the Citizen
Security Alliance approved in Santa
Marta proves effective.

Second, the promotion of democracy,
human rights, and the rule of law
must be a fundamental pillar of our
biregional relationship. Nicaragua,
Venezuela, and Cuba are among the
most authoritarian regimes in the
world. EU–CELAC summits must
clearly denounce, at every meeting,
the instances of serious violations of
the rule of law and human rights that
exist.

Third, it is essential that these
meetings reaffirm the defense of the
rules-based international order and
multilateralism, and express an
unequivocal condemnation of war—
especially that caused by Russia’s
unjustified and illegal invasion of
Ukraine. We must set aside hesitation 

and call things by their name.

In conclusion, in today’s world—so
fragmented, complex, and
unpredictable—strengthening the
relationship between these two sister
regions, which share many values and
interests, is more necessary than ever. I
hope that in the very near future we
will have the great opportunity to sign
the EU–Mercosur agreement and,
afterward, the EU–Mexico agreement,
likely in February 2026. Both will
greatly contribute to deepening
biregional ties.
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Argentine Sherpa to the
G20. Served three terms
as a National Deputy and
also as a Senator. Former
President of the Senate of
the Argentine Republic.  

Milei  Triumphed 

Federico
Pinedo

Fo l lowing  Argent ina ’ s  midterm
par l iamentary  e l ec t ions ,  the  author
analyzes  the  reasons  why  Pres ident  Jav ier
Mi le i ’ s  po l i t i ca l  movement  achieved  a
remarkab le  resu l t ,  s t rengthening  both  h i s
government  and  h i s  re form agenda .  

The  ar t ic l e  a l so  examines  the  fac tors
leading  up  to  the  e l ec t ion—circumstances
that  had  p laced  the  Mi le i  adminis trat ion  in
a  complex  s i tuat ion  and  u l t imate ly  required
s igni f i cant  ass i s tance  f rom the  Uni ted
States  government .  



         lections, as the term suggests,
occur between two or more
alternatives. To understand them, one
must analyze not only the winning
option, but also the one that lost. In
Argentina’s case, three months ago,
everything indicated that the
president would win the midterm
elections—renewing half of the
Chamber of Deputies and one-third
of the Senate—by a wide margin.
Economically, he had confronted a
chaotic situation created by his
opponents. Kirchner and his allies—
such as Sergio Massa—had issued
currency equivalent to 13% of GDP
and generated a Treasury deficit of 5%
of GDP and a Central Bank deficit of
10% of GDP. Inflation was running at
20% per month. In just a year and a
half, Milei eliminated both deficits and
brought inflation down to 25%
annually.  

In matters of security, he confronted
drug trafficking, achieving visible
results and restoring public order. In
social policy, he eliminated political
intermediaries who retained part of
the social assistance funds and

30

doubled certain benefits for the most
vulnerable. 

Thus, the Kirchnerist opposition
decided to attack him not for what he
was doing poorly, but for what he had
done well. They joined other
moderate opponents to push
through, via Congress, a series of
unaffordable expenditures in sensitive
areas—pensions, disability benefits,
and hospitals—that would break fiscal
balance. Milei resisted with vetoes and
determination. At the same time, the
opposition effectively generated a
sense of panic that triggered a run on
the national currency, claiming its
value was unsustainable. Many
speculators believed this narrative,

E “Three months ago,
everything indicated that the
president would win the
midterm elections—
renewing half of the
Chamber of Deputies and
one-third of the Senate—by
a wide margin.”
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 even right—argued that the run on
the currency was not a political
offense but proof of the collapse of the
economic program. However, the
day after Milei’s victory, Argentine
bonds rose by more than 30%, and
the peso-dollar exchange rate fell
from 1,520 to 1,465. That difference
reflects the political risk that had
existed. Milei and his economic and
foreign policy teams dismantled it. 

More than 40% of Argentines
remembered and recognized the
opposition’s irresponsible actions.
Milei won, and so did a new direction
for Argentina—one aimed at stability
and growth, offering the world what it
needs: food, energy, critical minerals,
artificial intelligence development,
knowledge-based services, and
tourism. All of these are global
markets capable of leaving behind
the old, closed economy that caused
so much harm to the country. 

 given Argentina’s limited financial
credibility. 

In this context, Kirchnerism won a
local election in the Province of
Buenos Aires—which represents 37%
of the national electorate—by 14
points. Paradoxically, this moment of
triumph marked the beginning of its
decline. Millions of Argentines recalled,
with fear and frustration, the return of
irresponsible left-wing populism. All
the sacrifices made to end inflation
and restore order—indeed, the future
of their own children—once again
appeared to be at risk. This explains
the national victory achieved by Milei’s
political coalition just six weeks later. 

Milei understood that the attack on
the Argentine peso had a strong
political component, and he set out to
eliminate that perception with
external support, which he
negotiated with the U.S. Treasury
Department thanks to his pro-
Western, pro-Israel foreign policy
stance. 

During the campaign, opponents
from across the spectrum—left and

31
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The Council  of  Europe and 
the Future of  Democracy

What is  the  Counci l  o f  Europe ,  and what
roles  does  i t  fu l f i l l ?  What  batt les  i s  this
organizat ion current ly  f ight ing?  What
chal lenges  does  the  continent  face ,  and
what  are  the  prospects  for  the  rule  o f
law? 
  
These  are  the  quest ions  addressed  by  a
key  f igure  in  the  Par l iamentary  Assembly
of  the  Counci l  o f  Europe ,  who has  the
responsibi l i ty  o f  leading the  inst i tut ion ’s
majori ty  pol i t ica l  group.  

Pablo Hispan
Iglesias de Ussel  
President of the European
People’s Party Group in
the Parliamentary
Assembly of the Council
of Europe. 
Member of Parliament for
the Partido Popular in the
lower chamber of Spain. 
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O           ne of the landmark moments in
the history of the West occurred in
1989 with the fall of the Berlin Wall, a
symbol of victory in the Cold War. The
jubilant young people standing on
the wall that had divided the city for
decades became a powerful image
of success. Ronald Reagan, with his
assertive policy toward the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics, and the
social triumph of the free-market
economy were undoubtedly among
the factors that made this goal
possible. Equally decisive was the
powerful attraction exerted by the
democracies of Western Europe.
Some of these nations had already
begun strengthening their rule of law
through the creation of the Council of
Europe, one of whose founding
fathers was Winston Churchill.  

The Council was established as a
union of democracies that set
ambitious goals for itself in the
protection of rights and freedoms
embodied in the European
Convention on Human Rights. This
process included the creation of the
European Court of Human Rights, 

whose decisions are binding on all
member states. Over the decades,
the Council became the gateway into
the democratic community for
nations emerging from authoritarian
rule—first in Southern Europe, and
later in Eastern Europe, the Balkans,
and the Caucasus. 

Today composed of 46 member
states, the Council has played a
defining role in shaping the political
contours of Europe, and one of its
main tasks has been to conduct
thorough examinations of the
institutions of its member countries.
This has been especially valuable for
those aspiring to join the European
Union later. At the same time, since a
solid democracy requires plural
political parties, independent courts 
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“Since a solid democracy
requires plural political
parties, independent courts,
and judges, an active media,
and periodic elections, the
Council has placed special
emphasis on developing
tools that strengthen the
rule of law across all
member states.”

and judges, an active media, and
periodic elections, the Council has
placed special emphasis on
developing tools that strengthen the
rule of law across all member states. 

Along these lines, the Group of States
against Corruption (GRECO) was
created to address one of the greatest
threats faced by any democracy.
Another key initiative is the Venice
Commission. Just as the old Venetian
Republic once represented
commercial and economic progress,
the Commission now serves as the
Council’s advisory body for nations
undergoing legislative reform or
facing democratic shortcomings. It
sets standards for essential matters of
the rule of law and helps ensure
fairness and transparency in
democratic elections—an impartial
referee amid growing political
polarization.

The Venice Commission maintains
the spirit of the old Adriatic republic
while expanding its influence. This is
why numerous Latin American
nations are now part of it. In the same
vein, the Council has gradually 

broadened its international presence.
In fact, in 2024, the institution's main
award to those who work in defense
of democracy and human rights—
the Václav Havel Prize—was awarded
to Venezuelan leader María Corina
Machado. 

At the heart of the Council lies its
Parliamentary Assembly, where
extensive and detailed debates are
held during plenary sessions on the
main challenges facing Europe.
Countries from the Americas, such as
Mexico and Canada, hold observer
status and make their political voices
heard. Since 2022, the Assembly has
devoted particular attention to the 
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situation in Ukraine, and one of the
Council’s latest initiatives has been the
establishment of a tribunal to
prosecute the crime of aggression
committed against that country. 

Today, the Council of Europe is facing
the same difficulties that affect its
member democracies: the rise of
populist polarization, the
overstepping of institutional
boundaries by some governments,
and Russian interference across the
continent. There is a sense that the
rule of law is experiencing structural
fatigue, and that the standards once
set now feel excessively demanding
in the face of current challenges. Yet,
despite this apparent exhaustion, no
system is better than democracy for
organizing shared civic life. Thus, there
is no greater task than preserving,
protecting, and strengthening it—
promoting democratic values and
reinforcing its principles. It was as
democracies that we won in 1989,
and only as democracies will we
prevail in facing the new challenges
ahead. 

For that reason, the Council of Europe 

will continue to be the forum where
European democracies debate and
discuss the problems and challenges
of our system. And it will do so
increasingly with its hand extended
toward the American continent.
Because democracy, freedom, and
the rule of law are the flame that
continues to shine from the West and
illuminate the rest of the world. 
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Portugal:  Municipal  Election
Results  and Their  Potential

Impact  on the Presidential  Race

Member of the
Portuguese Parliament.
President of the Institute
for the Promotion of
Latin America and the
Caribbean (“Instituto de
Promoción de América
Latina y el Caribe –
IPDAL”).  

Paulo
Neves

The  par l iamentary  (pr ime  minis ter )  and
munic ipa l  e l ec t ions  he ld  in  May  and  October  o f
th i s  year  in  Portuga l  have  g iven  the  r ight  a
major i ty  representat ion .  The  pres ident ia l
e l ec t ions  ear ly  next  year ,  in  which  the  head  o f
s ta te  (Pres ident )  wi l l  be  e l ec ted ,  cou ld  introduce  a
counterba lance  to  the  par l iament  and  government
(pr ime  minis ter )  or  cou ld  f ina l i ze  a  comple te
po l i t i ca l  reconf igurat ion  o f  Por tuga l .  
 
The  author  o f  th i s  ar t i c l e ,  a  prominent  member  o f
the  Portuguese  Par l iament  for  the  t radi t iona l
r ight-wing  PSD party ,  current ly  in  government ,
ana lyzes  the  po l i t i ca l  s i tuat ion  in  h i s  country  and
the  prospects  l ead ing  up  to  the  pres ident ia l
e l ec t ions  in  January  2026 .  
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          ortugal is undergoing a period of
political reconfiguration. Generally,
three elections within a year provoke
political instability, electoral fatigue,
and even economic and financial
uncertainty. However, this has not
been the case, as the ruling party
(Social Democratic Party – PSD) has
emerged stronger from the two
elections held so far: legislative
(parliamentary) and local (municipal).
The country’s economy is
experiencing a period of stability and
growth, all within an electoral context,
given that presidential elections will
be held in January 2026. 

According to the 2026 State Budget,
Portugal’s economy is projected to
grow by 2 . 3% of GDP, exceeding the
estimated 2% growth for this year. The
government also anticipates a
budget surplus of 0.1%, supported by
a primary balance of 2 . 1%, a
slowdown in inflation, and a reduction
of public debt to 87.8% of GDP. Tax
pressure is expected to drop to 34.7%
and unemployment to 6% in 2026.
These indicators have led major 

international agencies to upgrade
Portugal’s rating, reflecting greater
financial stability and credibility. 

Politically, Portugal appears stable,
despite the dissolution of Parliament
in early 2025, which led to legislative
elections in May 2025, in which the
same party was re-elected, enjoying
the confidence of a relative majority of
Portuguese voters, thereby
reinforcing its position as the
governing party. Equally significant in
these elections was the decline of the
Socialist Party (PS, center-left), which  

P
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 and the National Association of
Parishes, both of which had been led
by the Socialist Party for the past 12
years. 

The PS, after a leadership change,
managed to recover, finishing second
and restoring the traditional balance
by regaining ground lost to CH, which
had hoped to capitalize on its
momentum in the legislative
elections but emerged as the big
loser in the municipal contests,
achieving minimal results in the areas
it contested. 

Smaller parties, such as the Left Bloc
(BE, left-wing socialist), the
Portuguese Communist Party (PCP),
Liberal Initiative (IL, right-wing liberal),
People-Animals-Nature (PAN,
focused on the causes indicated in its
name, without a defined political 

fell to third place, and the
breakthrough of CHEGA! (CH, a
conservative right-wing party),
whichsurpassed the PS to become
the second-largest political force. This
marked the beginning of a national
political reconfiguration, with the
Social Democratic Party (PSD, center-
right) assuming control of the
governments of the Autonomous
Regions of the Azores and Madeira, as
well as the national government, after
roughly ten years of continuous
Socialist Party rule. 

This political reconfiguration was also
reflected at the local level in the
municipal elections held in October
2025. These elections, held every four
years, were significant in reflecting
national political trends and served as
a midterm test for the governing
parties, shaping the national political
landscape ahead of the 2026
presidential elections. The municipal
elections resulted in a victory for the
PSD, which won control of the
country’s major urban centers and
secured leadership of both the
National Association of Municipalities

“The PS, after a leadership
change, managed to
recover, finishing second
and restoring the
traditional balance...”
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Ventura, retains enough national
recognition and support, decided to
put him forward as its candidate.
Similarly, IL nominated its former
party president, who is currently a
Member of the European Parliament.

On the left, the smaller parties (BE,
PCP, L), which had attempted to
unite in the municipal elections to
increase their representation, decided
not to converge on a single
candidacy, thereby fragmenting left-
wing voters across multiple parties.
These smaller parties will use the
elections to gauge their strength and
projection at the national level. Given
the weight of the candidates running, 

stance), Livre (L, left-wing
environmentalist), and CDS-PP (right-
wing Christian democratic party), ran
in coalition with one of the two
traditional governing parties
according to their ideological
alignment, in order to secure local
representation, knowing that running
alone would result in minimal
influence. 

The January 2026 presidential
elections are shaping up as a direct
contest between the traditional
center parties’ candidates, PSD and
PS, and the independent candidacy
of Admiral Gouveia e Melo (known for
his efficiency managing the COVID-19
vaccination campaign and for serving
as Chief of Staff of the Navy). 

Gouveia e Melo attracts support from
moderate sectors of both parties as
well as from politically unaffiliated
voters, which could significantly
reduce the traditional electoral base of
both PS and PSD. The conservative
right-wing party CHEGA!, weakened
after the municipal elections and
aware that only its leader, André  
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it is unlikely the presidential election
will be decided in the first round,
making a runoff probable. 

Thus, the 2026 presidential elections
are expected to be a decisive 
moment in consolidating Portugal’s
current political reconfiguration. A
PSD victory would complete a cycle of
reaffirming the center-right in power,
resulting in political stability and
government continuity following a
year marked by successive elections.
Conversely, the victory of another
political force—whether the PS,
seeking to regain prominence, or an
independent candidate such as
Admiral Gouveia e Melo—could
introduce a significant institutional
counterbalance, rebalancing the
dynamics between the government
and the Presidency.

In either case, Portugal demonstrates
remarkable democratic maturity and
institutional resilience, maintaining
economic stability and international
confidence in a period of intense
political transformation. 
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The Political  Economy 
of  Subjugation:  Financial  

and Asset  Repression 

The strategy  of  tyrants  inc ludes  what  the
author  o f  this  art ic le  ca l l s  “F inancia l  and
Asset  Repress ion (FAR) , ”  a  set  o f  too ls
designed to  e l iminate  pol i t ica l  opponents
and turn c i t izens  into  hostages .  
 
Maradiaga analyzes  the  s teps  dictators
take  to  implement  FAR,  i ts  e f fects ,  and the
measures  that  governments ,  c iv i l  society
organizat ions ,  and individuals  can adopt
to  defend themselves  from such attacks .  

Félix
Maradiaga
Nicaraguan academic and
political activist.  He served as
Secretary General of the
Ministry of Defense during the
presidency of Enrique Bolaños.
He is co-director and founder
of the Civil  Society Leadership
Institute. He was a presidential
candidate in Nicaragua’s 2021
general elections, but in June
of that year, he was il legally
detained by the government of
Daniel Ortega and remained
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    yrannies begin by silencing—
through censorship, judicial
harassment, and economic
strangulation—and once they feel
untouchable, with judges, banks, and
property registries under their control,
they attack private property,
confiscating homes and businesses.
The highest stage of silencing is
Financial and Asset Repression (FAR),
a sophisticated form of violating
property rights that seeks to turn
citizens into hostages. Dictators attack
the various forms of private property
belonging to opponents, intellectuals,
and dissidents because property
contains what is intimate and sacred.
Property is not just a thing: it is
accumulated time, life projects, and
individual sovereignty. Thus, those
who lose their property lose part of
their voice. 

The defense of private property
belongs to the hard core of liberty:
without a personal sphere of goods,
there is no moral independence or
civic responsibility. John Locke
understood property as an extension
of the person; Frédéric Bastiat saw it 
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as a daily school of foresight and
respect for others. Adam Smith
argued that the first duty of civil
government is not to distribute spoils,
but to protect life, contracts, and
property through effective justice.
When property is respected,
cooperation and merit flourish; when
it is not, wealth—and dignity—wither,
for the citizen ceases to be the author
of his own destiny. 

That is why collectivism—in all its
variations—distrusts property and
seeks to empty it of substance.
Wherever the legal security invoked
by Adam Smith is eroded, the free
market degenerates into a political
economy of subjugation. If
expropriation is the visible face, its
inner machinery operates in technical
layers that must be organized. For this
reason, I have introduced “asset-
based financial and property 
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repression” (FAR) as both an analytical
concept and an operational typology
of its mechanisms. This proposal—
published in the Journal of
Democracy in November 2024—
provides a common language that
several human rights organizations
have begun to adopt in their
monitoring and strategic litigation. 

FAR is the coordinated set of legal,
regulatory, judicial, administrative, and
parafiscal tools aimed at degrading,
immobilizing, transferring, or
nullifying property rights and the
ability to dispose of assets belonging
to dissident individuals and
organizations, for purposes of
punishment, deterrence, and
cooptation. Its architecture operates
through interdependent layers: 

Tangible assets: expropriations, ad
hoc “asset forfeiture,” occupations,
and manipulation of cadastral
and registry records. 
Financial assets: account freezes,
selective de-banking, and
instrumental use of AML/CFT
rules to block transfers and seize
balances. 
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Monetary and exchange levers:
capital controls, bank freezes,
multiple exchange rates, induced
devaluations, and the “inflation
tax” as a concealed confiscation of
savings. 
Corporate and civic governance:
intervention of boards, forced
administration, cancellation of
legal status, and license
revocations. 
Information and asset privacy:
exploitation of databases for fiscal
doxxing, blacklists, and denial of
certifications and titles. 
Precautionary measures and
forum manipulation: special
courts and forum shopping. 
Payment infrastructure. 
Strangulation of political and
philanthropic financing. 

“The defense of private
property belongs to the hard
core of liberty: without a
personal sphere of goods,
there is no moral
independence or civic
responsibility.”
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This repertoire also has a transnational
vector that consolidates financial
apartheid against exiles and critical
diasporas: Red Notices and mutual
legal assistance requests used
abusively to freeze assets and restrict
mobility; sanctions lists and
algorithmic screenings (including
“reputational risk” databases and
Politically Exposed Persons lists)
manipulated to deny banking
onboarding and close accounts. The
practical outcome is the illegalization
of the dissident’s economic life: they
cannot open a bank account, rent a
property, receive donations, or pay
staff. This is not a local anomaly but a
pattern across eras and geographies:
from Managua to Caracas, from
Havana to Harare and Moscow, and
previously in the Soviet sphere,
confiscation—open or “regulatory”—
has served to domesticate citizens
and finance loyalists. 

What can be done? 
Make the defense of property a public
policy of democracy—not a footnote.
This means anchoring anti-
confiscation guarantees with full 

reparations and due process; securing
registries and cadasters with public
traceability and external controls—
including, where appropriate,
verification through distributed
ledgers (blockchain); and subjecting
anti–money laundering and
counterterrorism financing efforts to
liberty safeguards, while restoring the 
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neutrality of money in political
competition so that donating to the
opposition is not an economic death
sentence. 

At the international level, condition
trade preferences and financing on
respect for property rights, impose
personal sanctions on confiscators,
and pursue stolen assets in safe
jurisdictions. 

Meanwhile, within civil society:
document titles and abuses; diversify
channels for financing and savings
protection—including digital stores of
value such as Bitcoin; and support
networks for asset-defense
counseling and strategic litigation. A
dignified republic can be recognized
by a simple fact: where no one can
touch what is yours with impunity, no
one can buy your silence. 
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“A dignified republic can be
recognized by a simple fact:
where no one can touch what
is yours with impunity.”
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Correism Will  Endure as  
Long as  Its  Constitution Survives

The recent  re ject ion of  the  nat ional
referendum promoted by  President  Noboa of
Ecuador  invites  re f lect ion on the  future  o f  a
country  that  s t i l l  carries  a  s trong popul is t  and
interventionist  legacy  inheri ted  from the
administrat ion of  former President  Correa .  
 
The  author  analyzes  this  scenario  and explains
why Ecuador  wi l l  not  be  ab le  to  advance  and
prosper  unti l  the  core  pi l lars  o f  the  2008
Const i tut ion are  re formed and certain
inst i tut ional  mechanisms—whose  only  e f fect
has  been the  erosion of  democracy  and the
national  economy—are  abandoned .  
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T     he reelection of Daniel Noboa in
April 2025, with an 11-point margin
over Luisa González, the candidate of
the Correist movement, has renewed
hopes of overcoming the political
burden left by Rafael Correa in
Ecuador. However, it is essential to
clarify that the challenge does not lie
in eliminating a legitimate political
option—the Correist movement, as
an electoral force, has every
democratic right to participate and
win elections—but rather in
dismantling a constitutional
framework that obstructs the
functioning of a liberal democracy
under even minimally acceptable
conditions. In other words, the
problem is not Correism as a political
group, but the institutions that
perpetuate it.  

Correism as an institutional model
was embodied in the Montecristi
Constitution of 2008, which provided
the legal foundations for its political
project. This constitutional design,
created as part of a political endeavor
with clear long-term hegemonic 

aspirations, systematically weakened
democratic institutions and fractured
Ecuadorian society during Correa’s
decade in power (2007–2017). 

The constitution approved in the
canton of Montecristi—ratified by
referendum in 2008 with 63.93%
support—established a system
tailored to the ruling party: an
unprecedented institutional
architecture in Ecuador’s republican
history, intelligible only as part of a
deliberate project of political
domination. Behind the façade of
expanded rights, the constitution also 
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“During Correa’s
government, the judicial
system ceased to function as
an independent branch and
instead became an
instrument of the
Executive.”

created conditions for an exercise of
power subject to far fewer checks
and balances. 

This imbalance facilitated multiple
abuses during Correa’s government.
The judicial system ceased to function
as an independent branch and
instead became an instrument of the
Executive. The electoral authority was
likewise used to favor the governing
party, ensuring the continuity of the
Correist political project. Independent
media outlets faced absurd lawsuits
and multimillion-dollar fines in an
effort to silence critical voices and
consolidate communicational
hegemony. The political use of state
institutions became systematic—to
persecute opponents, intimidate
dissent, and suppress any challenge
to established power. It is a loaded 

weapon, still available to whoever
wishes to pull the trigger. 

Economically, the Montecristi
Constitution established an
interventionist model. Article 313 and
subsequent provisions reserve
strategic sectors—including energy,
telecommunications, non-renewable
natural resources, transportation,
hydrocarbon refining, water,
biodiversity, and genetic resources—
for state control, sharply limiting
private participation. This statist vision
generated inefficiencies, discouraged
investment, and fostered
dependence on the State, creating a
clientelist and stagnant economic
system. 

Another factor complicating the
economic landscape is the
constitutional prohibition on
transferring jurisdiction in
commercial disputes to external
arbitration bodies, such as the
International Centre for Settlement of
Investment Disputes (ICSID), which
adds further uncertainty for
international investors considering
Ecuador. 
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A crucial institutional component of 
Montecristi is the Citizen Participation
and Social Control Council (CPCCS),
conceived as a “fifth branch of
government” tasked with promoting
citizen participation and oversight.
However, this body has been
consistently perceived as a politicized
extension of the presidency,
particularly during the Correa years,
severely compromising its autonomy.
Instead of acting as a check on
presidential power, the CPCCS
became a mechanism to legitimize
Executive decisions and weaken civil
society’s capacity to monitor public
administration. 

The electoral resilience of Correism—
44% of the vote in the first round of
2025 and 67 seats in the National
Assembly, according to official results
—demonstrates its remarkable
political strength. This should not be
interpreted as negative in itself—every
democracy requires a plurality of
political options—but rather as
evidence that the problem lies
deeper than individual actors and is
rooted in institutional design. Despite  

corruption scandals and accusations
of authoritarianism, Correism
continues to enjoy substantial public
support, underscoring the need to
address the structural factors that
sustain its enduring presence in
Ecuadorian society. 

In this context, a new constitution is
necessary to correct the imbalances
of Montecristi. Profound reforms are
required to address issues such as
opening strategic sectors to private
investment; reforming the CPCCS to
ensure the independence of
oversight authorities in their
appointments; redesigning the
judiciary to guarantee its autonomy;
and establishing clear mechanisms
for resolving disputes with foreign
investors that balance national
sovereignty with capital attraction. 
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The challenge is to articulate a
fundamental redefinition of the
constitutional framework, moving
away from the ideologically driven
vision of Montecristi toward a more
balanced and pragmatic institutional
model. This means establishing rules
of the game that allow diverse
ideological options to coexist under
shared democratic principles and
rethinking the foundations of the
Ecuadorian state from a less
doctrinaire perspective. 

Without such transformation,
Correism as an institutional system
will continue to threaten the
consolidation of democracy and
economic development in Ecuador,
perpetuating an unsustainable
model. Constitutional reform is not a
magic solution to the country’s
challenges nor a guarantee of
immediate prosperity. However, it is a
necessary step to ensure that the
political system can operate under
the minimum conditions required for
a viable democracy. 
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Guyana has  become a  highly  promising emerging
market .  I t s  vast  o i l  and natural  gas  reserves ,
s trong track  record in  environmental
conservat ion ,  and growing foreign direct
investment  are  transforming i ts  economy into  a
source  o f  s igni f icant  wealth  and opportunity .  
 
Maduro ’s  regime c laims that  the  Essequibo  region
—more than two-thirds  o f  Guyanese  terr i tory—
belongs  to  Venezuela ,  d isregarding an 1899
Arbitra l  Award that  set t led  the  land border
between the  two countries .  
 
This  i ssue  is  extremely  re levant  to  the  United
States ’  regional  s trategy ,  and the  author  o f  this
art ic le  analyzes  why the  Trump administrat ion
must  continue taking act ions  that  guarantee
Guyana ’s  independence .  

A call  for  US Congressional  action
to support  Guyana’s  sovereignty
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          uyana is the world’s most exciting
emerging market. Vast oil and natural
gas reserves, a track record of
environmental conservation, and
increasing foreign direct investment
are transforming Guyana’s economy
into one of untold wealth and
opportunity. But while Guyana’s
future is bright, there remains a
persistent challenge – aggressive and
intimidatory tactics by Venezuela’s
strongman leader, Nicolas Maduro.
Venezuela has long made the
egregious claim that Guyana’s
Essequibo region (more than two-
thirds of the country’s territory) is its
own, despite an Arbitral Award issued
in 1899 settling the land border
between both countries. These
claims are once again in the spotlight
following Venezuelan naval vessels'
illegal entry into Guyana’s Exclusive
Economic Zone in March and
Maduro’s announcement that
elections will be held in Essequibo to
elect a new governor in late May. 

Guyana has launched its own rebuke
of Maduro’s claims, working closely
with the United States and other
Western allies to bolster its defense 

systems while also mobilizing its
population to create a new wave of
nationalism that rallies around
Guyana’s territorial integrity. Phrases
like “Essequibo is ours” and “not a
single blade of grass” pervade
Guyanese society, from radio shows to
casual conversations to bumper
stickers on cars. 

But Guyana cannot go about its
defense alone. It needs its allies.
Fortunately, President Donald
Trump’s second term has seen the
strongest support for Guyana’s
sovereignty and territorial integrity
compared to any other US
administration. During US Secretary
of State Marco Rubio’s visit to Guyana,
he notably mentioned that “it will be a
very bad day for the Venezuelan
regime if they were to attack Guyana.”
While these types of statements are 
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welcomed, there is more to be done.
US institutions, such as Capitol Hill,
have a role to play in legislating
safeguards that protect Guyana
beyond the current US
administration. 

The advent of Guyana’s economic
growth has been paralleled by
Maduro’s increased aggression. The
election for an Essequibo governor is
the tip of the iceberg. Over the past
decade, Venezuela has detained
Guyanese fishing vessels, built a
bridge that connects mainland
Venezuela to Guyana’s Ankoko Island,
and Guyanese soldiers have been
routinely attacked on the border by
armed gangs. Maduro’s actions
create instability and uncertainty
across the hemisphere, divide
Caribbean allies, and cause hesitancy
for potential US investors. 
 
For the United States, this should be
worrisome, as Guyana is a strategic
ally in advancing US interests. Since
the discovery of more than 11 billion
barrels of oil off its coast, Guyana has
become one of the world’s fastest-
growing economies and is a hub for

 US investment, with its GDP growing
by more than 40 percent in 2024.
Guyana’s location at the tip of South
America–bordering Suriname and
Brazil–and its government’s
commitment to democracy and
sustainable development make it a
crucial US ally for trade, security, and
competing with China.

This has led the United States, across
multiple US administrations, to
deepen ties with Guyana. In just the
past five years, Guyana has welcomed
three US Secretaries of State, signed a
more than half-a-billion-dollar loan
with the US Export-Import Bank, and
has seen major US companies invest
in the country’s oil and non-oil
economy. 

So, what additional support can be
provided by the United States to help

“US institutions, such as
Capitol Hill, have a role to
play in legislating
safeguards that protect
Guyana beyond the current
US administration.”
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deter further aggression from
Venezuela and the risks that come
with it? US Congressional members
will be key allies. First, members can
introduce legislation that recognizes
the validity of the 1899 Arbitral Award
that settled Guyana’s border with
Venezuela. Currently, the validity of
the award sits with the International
Court of Justice, which is expected to
provide its ruling in 2026. Legislation
introduced post-ruling–which is
expected to be in Guyana’s favor–can
cement the US long-term positioning
vis-à-vis the arbitral award. 

 Second, members should consider
adding specific security assistance for
 the Guyana Defence Force (GDF)
under the next iteration of the
Caribbean Basin Security Initiative
(currently introduced in the 119th

 Congress). Doing so can help
increase the GDF’s capacity to
monitor, patrol, and defend its land
and maritime border with Venezuela.
Guyana’s population–less than 1
million–has a land mass of
approximately 83,000 square miles.
Defense technologies are needed to
circumvent the human limitations
that prevent consistent awareness of
potential Venezuelan incursions,
gang activity, and illegal mining 
 
Further, Maduro feeds off
misinformation and fear, using the
border controversy with Guyana as a
tactic to draw international attention
to himself and whip up nationalist
sentiment. These tactics will likely
continue long after the current US
administration, and there is no
guarantee that future US presidents
and Secretaries of State will be as
bullish in defending Guyana’s
sovereignty. Therefore, seizing the
moment now is a necessity, working
hand in hand with the Trump
administration to secure US support
for Guyana that lasts for decades, not
just 4 years. 
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