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Political parties, party identity,
and government coalitions

Welcome to AGENDA Issue 3! In this
new edition of our magazine, we offer
excellent contributions from
distinguished leaders who share their
ideas and proposals from Argenting,
Bolivia, Colombia, the EU, France,
GCermany, Paraguay, the USA, and
Spain, inviting us to reflect on Mmany

current global and regional issues.

Significant events have occurred in
the past month, many of which will
be analyzed In these pages.
Additionally, we will have elections
with a major impact on Europe and
Latin America in the coming month,
which will also be examined in this
Issue.

Furthermore, the Director of the
Adam Smith Center for Economic

Freedom, Carlos Diaz-Rosillo, opens
the magazine with an unmissable
initial reflection on recent events at
the Mexican Emlbassy in Ecuador.

AGENDA is a magazine that seeks to
unite all those in the United States,
Europe, and Latin America who
defend the essential values of
and freedom, the
foundational principles upon which
the Western world has been built and
developed. Therefore, this month, I will
dedicate these initial lines to a brief
reflection on the current state of poli-

democracy




parties, party identity, and
government coalitions.

-tical

Nowadays, a significant debate is
unfolding albout the role of political
parties, with leaders of different
ideologies criticizing their function
and even their existence. For this
reason, | believe we must once again
value these institutions as essential
tools for channeling society's public
participation aspirations. People can
engage in palitics, propose their ideas,
and even run for public office through
them. Palitical parties are institutions
that aim to gather, organize, and
empower those who share ideas and
values and want to see them
represented in their governments.

On the other hand, the definition of
party identity plays an essential role. If
parties do not define their principles
and values, it will be very difficult for
them to perform their role correctly.
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"If parties do not
define their principles
and values, it will be
very difficult for them
to perform their role
correctly...”

Society heeds to know what ideas are
represented within them. Not only for
the people to join the party they
identify with the most but also so that
the organization properly
represent that group of people and
that community of values. Without
party identity, they will only be an
electoral tool, empty of content,
without direction or significance.

Can

Finally, directly linked to these
elements, we have the government
caoalitions. Society, journalism, and
analysts often call for agreements and
coalitions among various political
actors without understanding that
these can only be formed based on
the identity each has defined.
Therefore, iIn negotiations, each wiill
know what values they defend, what
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principles they cannot compromise on, and which ideas they must prioritize.
Without these contents, there will be no successful negotiation and much less
stable governments and caoalitions.

Thus, as a final reflection for this month, let us defend political parties from anti-
democratic attacks, but at the same time, let us promote them to act as
Institutions with ideas, values, and identity. We are immersed in a world where
diverse, like-minded minorities must come together to build sustainable
majorities capable of governing with stability. However, this will only be possible
if these majorities are constructed based on ideas and principles.

Parties, identity (ideas and values), and majorities are three essential elements for
the developrment of our democracies and our societies.

Here is our AGENDA. Enjoy your reading!

-
aole .

The successful German grand coalition, led by Angela Merkel.
Christian Democratic Union (CDU) Christian Social Union (CSU)
and Social Democratic Party (SPD)




Carlos Diaz-Rosillo, Ph.D.

Director of the Adam Smith
Center for Economic Freedom (FIU).

AGENDA ISSUE 3 - MAY 2024

Monthly reflection
Between a rock and a hard place

Regarding international law and the
conventions that govern it, it is difficult
to justify a state's police force forcibly
entering an embassy. The issue
seems straightforward: according to
the Vienna Convention, the facilities of
diplomatic missions are formally a
piece of the territory of the country
they represent. These arguments
were invoked and reiterated following
the Ecuadorian police's incursion into
the Mexican Embassy in  Quito.
However, while international law
cannot justify the actions taken, the
context in which they occurred allows
us to understand the decision
President Daniel Noboa was forced to
make when diplomatic relations
norms clashed with the need to
the justice,
sovereignty of hisown country.

uphold laws, and

Jorge Glas, a hame almost unknown
outside became the
protagonist of all the headlines. He

Ecuador,

was Ecuadors vice president from
2013 to 2018, accompanying the
“golden years” of Rafael Correa, one of
the exponents of the “red wave” In
Latin America, or what we now know
as the Puebla Group. During that
period, he was in charge of strategic
resources and the relationship with
China, Ecuador's main creditor at the
time.




Clas was investigated and sentenced
for his involvement in the regional
Odebrecht corruption scandal and
the “Bribery Case” in which Rafael
Correa and a group of his closest
ministers  were also  sentenced.
Despite these two final convictions
and a third investigation undenway,
Glas managed to get out of prison
through a judicial maneuver. Months
later, it was confirmed that the judges
and the strategy were the same as
those used by the heads of the drug
trafficking network that has plunged
the country into a wave of violence.
With this background and what it
represents for Ecuadorians, the
government of Andrés Manuel Lopez
Obrador decided to shelter him in
their diplomatic delegation, thus
preventing him from facing justice in
Ecuador.

The escalation of the conflict and
Lopez Obradors controversial
statements.

IN Mid-December 2023, Glas sought
refuge in the Mexican Emibassy when
there was already a judicial order for
his location and arrest. Mexico
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announced that he was there as a
"guest" Reckless statements by the
Mexican president exacerbated the
conflict: on April 3rd of this year, during
his daily press conference, Lopez
Obrador made a reference to the
most recent presidential election in
Ecuador, that the
legitimacy of this election—which
brought President Noboa to power—

Insinuating

was questionable.

"Lopez Obrador made a
reference to the most
recent presidential
election in Ecuador,
insinuating that the
legitimacy of this election
was questionable...”

As expected, these statements

angered Nobog, leading Ecuador to
declare the Mexican Ambassador
‘persona non grata’ (unwelcome
person), requesting her to leave the
country. Lopez Obrador responded
by granting Glas political asylum.



By taking this decision, Mexico
violated its obligations under the
Convention on Diplomatic Asylum,
which expressly prohibits granting
asylum to individuals convicted of
common crimes. “It is not lawful to
grant asylum to persons who, at the
time of requesting it, are under
indictrent or on trial iIn competent
ordinary courts for common crimes,
or who have been convicted of such
crimes by those courts and have not
yet served their sentences. .. Persons
faling under the preceding clause
who have entered a place serving as
an asylum must be invited to leave or,
if appropriate, handed over to the
local authorities’ (section ).

This is the main legal argument of
Ecuador and President Noboa, who,
when forced to choose between
norms—previously violated by Mexico
—and the duty to enforce his
country's laws, opted for the last one.

While the decision to capture the
fugitive could have been implemen-
ted in a better way (eg, surrounding
the Emibassy with special agents to
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catch him as he tried to escape), the
context in which the decision was
made makes it more understanda-
ble, particularly from the standpoint of
the country's internal politics.

It's not the first time Lopez Obrador
provokes such an incident.

Obrador the
presidency of Mexico promising not

Lopez came to
to meddle in the internal affairs of
other countries and to forge bonds of
friendship and respect, emphasizing
the principle of “non-intervention”
and asserting that he would maintain
“a relationship of respect with all
peoples and governments of the
world. We will apply the principle that
No state should intervene in the affairs
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of another state. Priority will also be given to linking with Latin America and the
Caribbean for historical, cultural, and solidarity reasons.” Ironically, no recent
Mexican president has interfered more Iin the internal affairs of neighboring
countriesthan Lopez Obrador.

It is well known that this is the third time a Mexican diplomatic representative
has been expelled during Lopez Obrador's term. The first case was Bolivia in
December 2019; the second was Peru in 2021. Lopez Obrador's “solidarity” with
Evo Morales, Pedro Castillo, and Rafael Correa has led him to subordinate his
country's interests to his ideological affinity with the Puebla Group. Noboa's case
Is precisely the opposite: the need to restore Ecuador's dignity against its
oppressors. This explains why he decided to face the world with such a
controversial decision.

Ecuador and Mexico have submitted this dispute to the International Court of
Justice. Mexico defends the Vienna Convention, while Ecuador explains the
circumstances and the exceptional nature of its action, also alleging the abuse
of the asylum figure. Time will tell which side has the more persuasive legal
argument. Meanwhile, Glas serves his sentence in La Roca (The Rock), the
country’s maximume-security prison, fromn which he was once vice president
and President Noboa acts firmly to defend his country's interests.

There is no doubt that respect for international law is the basis of peaceful
coexistence among states. No one questions that. Similarly, there should be no
doubt that the primary duty of a leader is - and must always be - to fight with

determination (and not timidly) for the dignity, freedom, and well-being of their
people.
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Ivan Duque
Marquez

President of Colombia
(2018-2022). He was a
Senator of the Republic
and the country's
representative to the
Inter-American
Development Bank
(IDB). He is Senior
Leadership Fellow at
the Adam Smith Center
for Economic Freedom
(FIU).

Unlocking the power

of Artificial Intelligence
for social innovation

In his article, President Duque analyzes the
opportunities provided by technological
advancements, specifically artificial intelligen-
ce. Also, he points out the areas that still need
to be further developed for Al to have an impact
on social development, offering scalable and
sustainable solutions for our society.

Finally, he mentions various initiatives being
developed globally on this matter and the
actions he is promoting through the "Innovation
for Development" Foundation.




Joseph Schumpeter was an
economist who, through his theory of
creative destruction, understood how
technological innovation opens new

paths, empowering some while
hindering others. Artificial intelligence
is not only redefining the role of tech
industries but also transforming
social,
institutions. No one is entirely sure of
the risks inherent in adopting this
technology, but the effort to mitigate

democraticc, and  ciwic

its harms should focus on seizing
opportunities rather than hindering

progress.

10
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Several studies have discussed Als
ability
competitiveness as well as the threat
associated with  job  destruction.
Predictions such as those from
Coldman Sachs estimate that 300
million jolos will e lost or downgraded
due to this technology. In the face of
this risk, the idea of implementing

to enhance lbbusiness

Social Innovation 50 strategies is
appealing, as it opens the door to
scalable and sustainable solutions for
issues like gender inequality, poverty,
and access to education. However,

there is still a need for academic

rescarch  that  comprehensively
understands all the factors in the
vituous cycle integrating  this

disruptive innovation with positive
social impact

To fill this gap, the Pontifical Catholic
University of Chile is developing an
interdisciplinary  study
examining the impact of Al as a "total
social fact," considering its technical,
ethical,
environmental dimensions in Latin
America.

inNnovative

social, cultural, and



Additionally, several governments are
proposing new regulatory frame-
works, Colombia, for example, has
been a pioneer with the CONPES
3975 document, highlighting the
importance of Al in the economy and
public policies, as well as participating
iIn international agreements to
propose ethical recormmendations to
the OECD. Similarly, Brazil, Peru, and
Chile are developing laws to regulate
the use of Al and maximize its

lenefits while mitigating risks.

The recent World Economic Forum
iN Davos discussed plans to integrate
Al with sustainable development
Social public  policy
mManagers, and tech companies like

INnNovators,

the Schwalb Foundation announced
financial support to back the best
initiatives in this field.

They also highlighted the publication
of a report mapping social innovation
ventures worldwide (WEF, Al for
Impact: The Role of Artificial
Intelligence in Social Innovation). This
report highlights three key areas
where Al is making a positive impact:

11

AGENDA ISSUE 3 - MAY 2024

iNn healthcare, with 25% of innovators
using it to iImprove access to health
services, In environmental sustaina-
bility, with 20% using it as a tool to
address climate solutions, and In
economic empowerment, with low-
iIncome countries shows that 80% of

their initiatives aim to generate
income for dally subsistence.
Additionally, other areas like

agriculture are being revolutionized
through predictive analytics and
precision farming techniques.

".low-income countries
shows that 80% of
their initiatives aim
o generate income

for daily subsistence...”

The report also identifies three critical
areas that must be addressed to
catalyze social innovation and offer
scalable and sustainable solutions for
our society. The first critical area to
address is the digital gap. Initiatives
must focus on improving access to
technology underdeveloped
regions through investmentsin

N



infrastructure and subsidy programs
for devices and internet services, thus
creating a robust Al entrepreneurship
ecosystem. Examples like the "Al for
Good" platform illustrate how projects
can be connected to accelerate the
development of innovative solutions
addressing everything from disaster

Mmanagement to education In
remote areas.
The second critical area is the

gender factor, noting that only 25% of
Al initiatives are led by women,
compared to 50%
This
underscores a broader challenge
the tech Iindustry and
highlights the critical importance of

in all social

enterprises. iImbalance
within

empowering women, a factor that
has proven key to the success of any
social development strategy. Projects
like "Women in Al which aim to close
the gender gap in technology, could
e expanded to strengthen female
participation in social innovation.

Finally, the third area involves the
need to engage more tech leaders,

12
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iINvestors,

and governments to
support Al's ethical development and
its
potential for positive transformations.
ike "Al
how

implementation, Maximizing

INitiatives for Healthcare"
exemplify
collaboration can amplify social
impact.

Cross-sector

Our Ppoposal at the “Innovation for
Development” Foundation

Artificial intelligence has the potential
to transform social innovation, offering
scalable and sustainable solutions to
global challenges. Despite the risks,
implementing Social Innovation 50
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strategies and cross-sector collaboration can mitigate negative effects and
maximize benefits. Our organization proposes developing a new public policy
methodology supported by big data to provide solutions for social
entrepreneurship. This initiative will allow for the rapid and accurate analysis of
large amounts of data, creating patterns of success and quickly discarding
failures, leading to more informed and effective action plans.

With a clear focus and collective will, we can unlock the unlimited potential of
artificial intelligence to address the most pressing challenges. We invite leaders,
iINnovators, and citizens to join this mission, dreaming big. The “Innovation for
Development” Foundation is committed to leading this change, demonstrating

that technology should be a force for good and designing public policies that
truly transform lives.
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Bill Cassidy

Senator (Republican,
Luisiana). He is the Ranking
Member of the Senate Health,
Education, Labor, & Pensions
Committee (HELP) Committee.
Prior to the U.S. Senate he
served in the U.S. House of
Representatives, and in

the State Senate.

Americas Act: The hope
——  of a better tomorrow

The author, a Republican Senator from the State
of Louisiana, questions the foreign policies
carried out since the presidency of John F.
Kennedy and raises the lack of a coherent policy
towards the Western Hemisphere, weakening the
ability to effectively promote democracy and
prosperity.

Likewise, he argues that the Americas act is an
initiative that can promote prosperity and
democracy by combating corruption, encouraging
investment, improving foreign trade, and
strengthening cultural ties. He contends that it
aspires to create a Western Hemisphere free from
dictatorships.




_l_he US. has not had a coherent,
consistent policy toward the Western
Hemisphere since President John F.
Kennedy. Every new president
institutes his own policy, reversing
those of his predecessor. This pattern
undermines the US!s abilty to
promote liberty, prosperity, and
democracy.

For people to be free, history shows
that democracy must flourish. For
democracy to flourish, there must be
prosperity. Consistent policies are
critical for this to occur. With this in
mind, it is important for Congress to
act on a bipartisan basis and put into
law - as opposed to presidential
executive orders - legislation promo-
ting prosperity and democracy in the
Western Hemisphere.,

The bipartisan, bicameral Americas
Act introduced in March 2024
promotes prosperity and democracy
through four pillars. These pillars are
addressing corruption, promoting
foreign direct investment, enhancing
trade, and strengthening cultural ties

15
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"For people to be
free, history shows

that democracy must
flourish. For democracy

to flourish, there must

be prosperity.
Consistent policies are
critical for this to occur....”

between the US. and other Western
Hemispheric countries. As countries
move through this process it will be
the Sense of Congress that they could
- if they achieve all goals - ascend to
membership in the US-Mexico-
Canada Agreement (USMCA).

From the high-water mark of
September T, 2001, when every
country (except Cuba) signed (and
the
American Democratic Charter, we

was compliant  with) Inter-
have seen a significant backsliding in
democracy. New totalitarian states,
ike Nicaragua, have emerged,
echoing the worst abuses of Joseph
Stalin. Venezuela is a failed narcodicta-



torship, as, it seems, is Bolivia
Organized crime and corruption have
put stress on other countries, from
Guatemala to Honduras and Ecuador
to Peru and onward. Many of these
countries always seem to be teetering
on the brink of collapse or
dictatorship. The Chinese Cornmunist
Party has stepped into the void left by
the US. with false promises, debt
diplomacy, and other measures that
impoverish  through

geostrategic corruption.

ultimately

The Americas Act looks at why an
American company chooses to invest
iIn China instead of Latin Ametica. It
begins with corruption. The legislation
has specialized tools to combat the
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stresses of transitional economies as
they move along the path toward real
An  e-governance
framework - patterned after success-
ful models - will increasingly reduce

development.

informal economies of partner

countries, facilitating registrations,
certifications, tax filings, and other
administrative acts that so often are
greased  through  petty
corruption. As more companies enter

the formal economy, countries’ tax

only

base expands. This new revenue can
then be invested in physical and
human infrastructure.

As corruption abates, the Americas
Act promotes foreign  direct
iINnvestment. Specifically, it creates an
iINnvestment bank that provides the
large-scale equity
the creation of
ecosystems to absorb this new
iNnvestment. It creates incentives for
businesses to move from China back
to the US. or our partner countries in
the hemisphere, thereby locking
down manufacturing and keeping
economic growth in new economies

loans and

necessary  for

(like electric vehicles or textile recy-



cling) closer to home. It also creates
special programs for strategic supply
chains and transformational energy
iInvestrment to bring down the cost of
clean energy thus reducing the costs
manufacturing the
hemisphere.

of across

With this foundation, the Americas
Act fosters an ecosystem ripe for
enhanced, fair and balanced trade.
The legislation gradually expands
hemispheric trade bringing more
and more countries into the fold of an
economy of scale that receives new
iINvestment and creates better jobs
through cumulation and co-creation.
To further facilitate trade
opportunities, there will be a
permanent working group on
regulatory harmonization, which will
continuously knock down barriers to
iINnvestment through the elimination
of unnecessary hurdles and speed
bumps created by the disjoined
regulatory environments where each
country makes up itsown rules.

This the
strengthening of people-to-people

naturally leads to

17

AGENDA ISSUE 3 - MAY 2024

ties. The Americas Act creates a new
American University of the Americas
to churn out middle-class graduates
to fill the jobs of the developing
economies, and the university will
have a center of excellence for anti-
corruption to highlight best practices
and continue to push back against
governmental abuse. It builds on
traditional programs like English
language, Peace Corps, grants
programs, and visitor programs and
also has new innovative things like
Radio Free Ametricas.

"the Americas Act
fosters an ecosystem
ripe for enhanced,
fair and
balanced trade...”

When  people free and
prosperous and the future of their

children seems bright, they defend

are

democracy. They have more to
protect, and freedom, prosperity, and
democracy are associated with larger
middle classes.
cycle that serves as a demonstration

It creates a virtuous
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to those living in the dictatorships of the region that leaving their despots
behind comes with tremendous advantages. It also gives individuals and
families a reason to stay in their home country as opposed to illegally migrating
tothe US.

The best part: it's fully paid for. The Americas Act closes the outdated trade
loophole that Chinese companies unscrupulously use to avoid tariffs and
thereby engage in unfair competition with U.S. and regional companies.

The Americas Act imagines a hemisphere where Latin American countries
look to the US. as opposed to China. They embrace good governance as
opposed to succumbing to the temptations of corruption. It imagines a
hemisphere, in a generation, that is a very different place than the one we have
today —crippled by dictatorship and migration, instability, and crime. It imagines
a hemisphere where our children and their children want to live. It imagines a

hemisphere with increased prosperity.




Enrique
Riera

Minister of the Interior
of the Republic of
Paraguay. Former
Senator of the

Republic, Minister of
Education and Culture,
and Mayor of the city of
Asuncion.

Paraguay: a key
player in regional
organized crime combat

Paraguay, a country that attracts the attention
of investors, developers, and businessmen from
across the region, is leading the regional fight
against organized crime.

In this article, the Minister of Interior of
Paraguay - a man of extreme trust of the
President of the Republic - describes the
security plan he has developed for his country
and indicates how they will overcome the major
challenges ahead.




On August 15th, 2023, | assumed
the significant responsibility of leading
the Ministry of the Interior, tasked with
the internal security and democratic
governance of the country. In terms
of security, we are committed to
restoring confidence to Paraguayan
families and comlbating organized
crime, drug trafficking,
smuggling, among other scourges.

and

As part of the National Police
Strengthening Plan, in the initial
months of our government, we have
tripled the number of the Lince
Group - specialized motorized police -
to 1800 linces and 900 motorcycles.
Additionally, we have increased the
annual intake of graduates from the
National Police to 5000, with the aim
of reaching 25000 new agents within

five years.

Currently, the National Police has
increased resources for investing in
agent training and equipment,
including vans, motorcycles, fuel,
projectiles, and vests, in addition to
donations from the Yacyreta Binatio-
nal Dam and the Emibassy of Taiwan

20
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Insecurity  poses significant
challenge. There e
development or well-being

country without security as a priority.

a
can NO

N a

Therefore, we have established joint
collaboration between the police and
the military, as seen in Operation
Veneratio in prisons.
Regarding the Reform and
Modernization of the National Police,
the Chamber
sanctioned a bill amending Law
222/93, incorporating better budge-
tary provisions to dignify the work of
police officers. This includes the use of
polygraphs for the promotion of
commissioners, among other bene-

fits.

of Deputies has

International Cooperation
Regarding international cooperation,
we have noted an extraordinary res-




ponse towards Paraguay. Recently,
an agreement was signed with the
FBI from the United States, allowing
for the establishing of an agency in
our country for police training.
Substantial cooperation has also been
developed with the United States
Drug Enforcement Administration

(DEA).

With  Interpal,
training program in Lyon, France,

we have a police

lasting three years and 6 to 8 months.
Similarly, cooperation with Colombia
INcludes training courses at all tactical,
operational, anti-terrorism, and anti-
kidnapping levels.

With neighboring countries like Brazil,

INTERPOL

21
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significant cooperation exists for joint
operations against organized crime,
such as Operation Basalto, Agata, and
Joapy. We have also initiated strong
cooperation with Argentina regar-
ding the EPP (Personal Protection
Team) issue.

Fight against smuggling.

In the frontal fight against smuggling,
we Wil be relentless with major
financiers and transporters of illegal
merchandise. We have formed an
1o
actions aimed at

iNnter-institutional commission
coordinate all
and

preventing, iNvestigating,

prosecuting smuggling.

“SUMAR’ Plan.

The Action Plan for the Fight Against
Drug Abuse "SUMAR!" known as
"Chu  Chespl" the
reintegration of the 90000 young
victims of drugs nationwide. Our

ams at

policy will not be repressive against
addicts, but we will work together
with the Ministry of Health and MEC.

Electronic ankle bracelets.
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The Use of Electronic Ankle Bracelets Plan wiill seek to curb cases of domestic
violence or violence against women. A pilot plan for these devices will be
Implemented, aiming to reduce the high femicide rate nationwide.

Strengthening of local governance.

The "Strengthening of Local Governance' program aims to establish
permanent contact with local authorities and civil society in the country's 17
departments, promoting decentralization, citizen participation, and
comprehensive security.

From the Ministry | lead, we aim to install a new form of governance focused on
the well-being of Paraguayan families. We understand the importance of
empathy in governance. Paraguay has much to offer the region, and it is being
rediscovered by investors, analysts, and global leaders. Soon, we will be able to
showcase a more developed, integrated, and secure country with greater




Javier
Zarzalejos

Member of the
European Parliament
(Spain). Candidate
running for re-
election (People's
Party). Director of
FAES Foundation.

Europe decides,
—— Spain responds

The author, currently a member of the
European Parliament and a candidate rening
for re-election 1in the wupcoming June
elections, reviews the main challenges facing
Europe.

From the rule of law and institutional
framework to social and economic
development, and to the conflicts and global
opportunities that must be addressed today.

He also refers to the special bond between
Europe, the USA, and Latin America.




B etween June 6and 9,depending
on each member state's decision,
elections to the European Parliament
will take place. It's been a while since
this chamlber ceased to be a "talking
shop" hosting insignificant delbates
and where politicians whose careers
had expired respective
countries ended up. The Parliament,
officially based in Strasbourg, is a
legislative chamber that works in

N their

agreement with the representation
of the States In the Council
overseeing the Commission - the
executive arm of the European Union
- proposing and incorporating the
representation of the main political
families of Europe, whose candidates
are subject to universal, free, and

secret suffrage of all EU. citizens.
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When more than 60% of all
regulations applied in member states
are European Union law, it's easy to
understand the central relevance of
this institution, which, in addition to its
legislative capacity - and precisely prior
to this - has its direct democratic
legitimacy. These elections are no
longer second-tier elections. On the
contrary, they will provide a snapshot
of the EU. at a critical juncture in its

existence.

Europe faces four fundamental
challenges:

The first is to protect and guarantee
the rule of law and the institutional
framework  that ensures our
coexistence in freedom. Anti-system
populism, demagogy, deliberate
polarization, nationalist tensions, and
the return of authoritarian offerings -
wrapped, of course, in grand appeals
to values, convictions, and principles -
are promoting an lliberal drift in
several states incompatible with the
reality, nature, and future of the
European project. Spain is not exempt
fromthisthreat.




The coalition government between
the socialists and the far left
supported by Basque and Catalan
separatists, is on a trajectory of
attacking the separation of powers
and the medig, intervening in and
occupying all  power  spaces,
deteriorating the legislative process,
and impunity that manifests in many
in the
unacceptable amnesty to those who
led the secessionist coup in Catalonia
in 2017 in exchange for seven votes in
Congress that - for the moment -

allow Pedro Sanchez to remain

ways but is condensed

Prime Minister.
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"The coalition government
between the socialists

and the far left
Is on a trajectory

of attacking the
separation of powers...”

ImMmpunity in exchange for votes is pure
political corruption.

The second challenge lies in the social
arena. Demographic indicators across
Europe are dismal. We are aging and
long-lived societies, and while this
speaks well of the levels of health and
iving conditions achieved, it raises
serious  questions about  the
sustainability of the welfare model,
intergenerational solidarity, and the
migration flows that Europe needs,
but legally, orderly, and linked to
employment. According to the latest
report by the Bank of Spain, my
need 23 million
Immigrants by 2053 to maintain

country — will

pension sustainability, considering
that 17% of the population residing in
Spain today was not born on our sail.




Next, we need to recover growth
drivers and reforms that will enable
European economies to grow and
compete. Former Italian Prime
Minister Enrico Letta, who the E.U.
tasked with a report on necessary
reforms in the European single
market, said, "While Europe is doing
very badly, the United States is fiying."
Demographic winter, low growth
capacity, public debt, and deficit are
an explosive combination. Therefore,
it is important that fiscal rules have
been reintroduced and that all states
commit to a prudent but sustained
fiscal consolidation path.

Finally, there is the external challenge.
In a world where the playing field is
marked by systemic rivalry between
the United States and China, Europe
must decide what it wants to be and
do, where it wants to be, and position
itself. Around this rivalry, revisionist
powers have emerged that have
already broken peace in Europe, like
Russia with the invasion of Ukraine,
which gravely affects the continent's
peace structures. If Russia achieves its
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objectives, with an unpredictable
Trump in the White House, European
security will enter a state of precaios-
ness and risk unseen since World War
I.

This is where the relationship
between Europe and Latin Ametica
must find a new place. It is neither
prudent, realistic, nor leneficial for
either side of the Atlantic for the
growing distance caused by neglect
to continue. As a Spaniard, | regret my
country’s government's disinterest in
working to strengthen this relatio-
ship. | deeply regret the ideolo- gized
and sectarian policy of the Sanchez
government and its far-left partners,
who represent everything that has

y :‘.- @('I”‘_"‘is
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failed in Latin America in terms of institutionalism, security, progress, and
coexistence. | regret that Spain has ceased to be an inclusive reference for
Latin America's European projection and that the Spanish government
iNnsults the president of Argentina while supporting - through former presi-
dent Rodriguez Zapatero and the Puebla Group - an irredeemable autocrat
like Nicolas Maduro.

The upcoming European elections have this horizon ahead and will set the
course we take in a journey filled with uncertainties, those that test the
substance of which leaderships and institutions are made. In Spain, the
fourth largest economy in the Union, we must respond to another
challenge, that of national disintegration, institutional deterioration, the

extremism that this noisy sum of minorities gathered around power is trying
to impose, but especially attracted by the unlimited possibility of obtaining all
kinds of advantages given Sanchez's weakness.




******

******

*****

******

Pamela S.
Evette

93rd Lieutenant
Governor of South
Carolina and the first
female Republican
lieutenant governor.

Empowering tomorrow’s
leaders: getting our
young people to work

In this article, Lieutenant Governor Evette
analyzes the labor market of her state,
recalling her personal experiences in the
world of work.

She also describes the public policies that
her government 1is implementing to
promote greater youth employment.




O ver the last six years in office, and
even before that, as the founder and
CEO of a billion-dollar company, the
topic of finding qualified talent has
always been top of mind with
business owners and leaders. lve
visited hundreds, if not thousands, of
businesses in South Carolina and
beyond as Lt Governor - of every size
and type - and | hear the same
message over and over. the best
employees are the ones that
have“softskills,"and there simply aren't
enough ofthem.

In  reflecting on this ongoing
challenge that our business commu-
Nity faces, | realized that over the years,
we've experienced a shift away from
what was very commmon —getting our

young people towork.

When | was growing up, and when
my older kids were in their teens, it
was completely normal for teenagers
to get summer jobs. Beyond just wor-
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king during the summer, many of
these kids continued to work on a
part-time basis during the school
year.

Most of you likely have strong
memories of your first job. | still
remember mine. It was summer-
time, and Iworked at a Dairy Queen-
making $210 an houras a seasonal
employee. | made mistakes some-,
times had grumpy customers, and
the clean-up required after a long
summer day was definitely not the
mMost enjoy able part of my job.

Even so, it taught me more than |
even realized at the time. | learned to
interact and engage with people
different from me manage conflict,
and think on my feet. Most impor-
tantly, | learned that mistakes-
happen- and when they do, it's an
opportunity to learn. Honestly, | think
some of these things continue to
positively impact my daily work, even
nowas SC's Lieutenant Governor.

As | recounted the pivotal role that
thisfirst job played in my life, it's diffi-




cult knowing that many of our young
people are missing out on this
significant experience. With our
culture's  intensified
academic performance and extra-
curricular activities, we've seen the

focus on

percentage of young people working
decline. In the late 1970s, nearly 60% of
teens worked. Today that number is
98%.

As a mom, | can certainly appreciate
the desire for our kids to be well-
rounded and have opportunities to
excel at sports or other endeavors.
But, by not pushing them towards
these early workforce experiences, we
are undercutting our own efforts
towards their ultimate future success.
You see, while first-time employment
can certainly be an avenue for our
kids to learn about the value of a
dollar, the benefits go way beyond
collecting a paycheck.

When your kids go to workfor a
it's bussing
tables,working as a grocery cashier, or
helping answer phones— they are
given responsibilities outside of their

business— whether
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immediate family. They becomea-
ccountable for their time manage-
ment, appearance, and communi-
cation.

The “softskills” they learn on a job are
“real life skills” and they are invaluable.
By learning them at a young age,
while in school, they become better
prepared for future employment and
SUCCESS.

"With our
culture’s intensified
focus onacademic
performance we’ve
seenthe
percentage of young
people workingdecline...”

In speaking with businesses across
South Carolina, and In other states
throughout the nation, it's clear that
employers are willing — and wanting
— to work with young people. They
are happy to provide flexible hours,
on-the-job training, and paths for
advancement.



And while not every opportunity will
e the right fit for every young person,
businesses of all shapes and sizes are
looking for help.

Not only does youth employment
provide our young people with
essential soft skills, but it helps
strengthen our economy. Since our
administration took office, we have
announced over 88000 new jobs,
turning South Carolina's economy
into one of the strongest in the
country with an unemployment rate
well below the national average.
Despite this, there are still over 160,000
Jobs available statewide, and we have
one of the lowest labor participation
rates in the country. By employing
our young people, even if only part-
time, we help address our labor
shortage, which benefits usall.

This is exactly why, in 2021, | began
partnering with the SC. Department
of Employment and Workforce
(SCDEW) to find innovative ways to
promote getting SC's kids working.
At that time, SC. Works (a core
partner with SCDEW) created a web-
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offering  resources and

-page
guidance for parents and their

children:https;//scworksorg/youth.

Most recently, on May 1, 2024, | was
thrilled to join SCDEW for a press
the
Empowering Tomorrow's Leaders. Lt
Evette's
Initiative webpage at dewscgov. This

conference to launch

Governor Employment
initiative provides an overview page
filled with resources and helpful tips.
We also highlighted the new Youth
Employment Services/Site (YES) job
board,
showcasing job opportunities for

an online job database

teenage job seekers with no prior
experience.

The YES site is an online job board
that provides a safe and interactive
introduction to the workforce with a
myriad of resources. Young people,
parents, and educators can find job
postings from employers across the

EMPLOYMENT



https://dew.sc.gov/empowering-tomorrows-leaders-lt-governor-evettes-employment-initiative
https://dew.sc.gov/empowering-tomorrows-leaders-lt-governor-evettes-employment-initiative
https://dew.sc.gov/empowering-tomorrows-leaders-lt-governor-evettes-employment-initiative
https://app.brazenconnect.com/app/events/Bn0gV#!lobby;eventCode=Bn0gV
https://app.brazenconnect.com/app/events/Bn0gV#!lobby;eventCode=Bn0gV
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state in various industries. It is searchable with filters, including looking up
work by zip code, and offers background information, directions, and
application resources for all participating employers.

Moreover, the Regional Workforce Advisors (RWAs) at SCDEW are and will
continue to be, instrumental in the upkeep and verification of the job
database as they are the statewide lynchpins between employers and
students.

From small businesses to major employers, seasonal part-time work to
apprenticeships, professional growth opportunities, and everything else in
between, This job board encourages everyone to say YES to youth
employment!

If your state hasn't launched an initiative like this one to help connect your
youth with the employers in your state who are looking to fill these needed
jobs, | encourage you to reach out to my office and the amazing people at
the SCDEW to learn more about the work we've done over the years to get
this new venture launched. | can't wait to see our future SC. leaders get to
work!




Laura Rojas

National Deputy of
Bolivia, representing
Santa Cruz de la Sierra.
Integrates the National
Alliance “We Believe”.
Communicator. HHRR
activist.

Bolivia in its maze

The author, a national deputy of Bolivia for Santa
Cruz de la Sierra, argues that after 42 years since the
return to democracy, Bolivia has been marked by years
of political and social instability, coexisting with a
populist dictatorship of the Movement for Socialism
(MAS) party and its leader Evo Morales, who led the
country into a significant unprecedented democratic,
economic, and social crisis.

She emphasizes that President Luis Arce Catacora has
deepened the crisis and political repression against
the main opposition.

Finally, she suggests that the political situation
worsens with the judiciary controlled by the MAS
party and that this instability could lead to social
upheaval with effects throughout South America.




Bolivia Is celebrating 42 tumultuous
years of return to democracy. The last
decade has moved back and forth
between an imperfect autocracy and
a prebendary populist dictatorship,
the product of its turn towards 2lst
Century Socialism.

The national political landscape
began to experience a significant
democratic degradation during the
second term of the Movement
Towards Socialism (MAS), in the figure
of its coca grower leader Evo Morales,
Is everything.
Several misguided and authoritarian

for whom power

decisions taken by Morales led the
country to a political, economic,and
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social crisis, which in the last two years
has led to a record of inflation,
shortages, unemployment, poverty,
violence, and corruption.

In his first year as president, Luis Arce
Catacora established a
technocratic government. Although

left-wing

he is an economist and university
professor, criticism of his economic
Management is enormous because
his statist approach has been key to
completely destabilizing the Bolivian
economy.

It is important to remember that a
leader’s ability to lead a country should
not be evaluated solely by his
academic background but also by his
actions and decisions. Arce's absolute
inability to reactivate the economy
and his lack of willingness to agree on
rescue policies with agricultural,
productive, industrial, and tourist
sectors led Bolivia to face the worst
possible scenario in 40 decades of
democratic life.

Worse still, the political persecution,
which became a constant during the

MAY 2024
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government of Evo Morales, intensified and increased during the economist's
administration. Today, Bolivia has more than 360 political prisoners, among
whom are the former constitutional president Jeanine Anez, the Santa Cruz
governor Luis Fernando Camacho, the Potosi civic leader Marco Pumari, and
dozens of leaders, soldiers, police, and citizens opposed to the Arce regime.

It Is essential to closely monitor the evolution of the political situation in Bolivia
bbecause there are no signs that the current leadership of the ruling party is
willing to listen to the international cormmunity’s recommendations and return
to the path of respect for human rights. The palpable proof of this is that, despite
the observations of multinational organizations, justice in Bolivia continues to be
kidnapped by the MAS party, which now resorts to all imaginable tricks to
prevent the election of senior judicial officials in the country and to extend
indefinitely the positions of judges, Magistrates, and courts that are related to
their political line and functional to their party interests.

The truth is that the unhealthy course that the Government of Arce Catacora is
taking on Bolivian politics and economy is leading an entire country to a social
upheaval, which could cause an outbreak of a reserved forecast but which

would affect all nearby South American nations.




Carlos Rojas
Garcia

Member of Spain
Parliament.

Vice President of the
Foreign Affairs
Committee.

He has served as a
member of Parliament
Iin Andalusia and as the
mayor of Motril.

In Catalonia, the constitutional

—— right has triumphed, defeating
the independence movement

In this article, the Spanish deputy and
secretary-general of his parliamentary
group in Congress, analyzes the results of
the recent Catalan elections, in which the
independence movement has suffered a
significant setback.

He also relates this outcome to the
political-electoral forecast he maintains for
the national government of his country.




Just a few weeks ago, regional
elections were held in Catalonia,
where the Socialist Party won, but the
mMost spectacular result was that of
the Popular Party, which quintupled
its results, going from 3 to 15 seats,
iNncreasing its total vote share by 7%,
and rising from the eighth to the
fourth political force with its best
performance in12 years.

This once again confirmed that the
only viable alternative to form the
national government that Spain
needs today is the Popular Party led
by Alberto Nunez Feijoo.

Alejandro Ferndndez, the party's
candidate in these elections to the
Catalan regional parliament,
conducted a campaign focused on
proposals to improve the lives of
Catalans without confrontation and
presenting a genuine alternative to
the polarized politics of both the
Socialist llla and the separatist parties.

In  short, the independence
mMovement lost these elections, and
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‘'only viable alternative
o form the national
government that
Spain needs today is
the Popular Party ....”

the Popular Party was the one that
grew the most, by far, demonstrating
that it leading
constitutionalism in  Catalonia to

is capable of

restore hope in this autonomous
community, building a future of
harmony where governments focus
on the well-being of the people rather
than fueling separatist fantasies
outside the legal order.

The current president of the Spanish
government, Pedro Sanchez, should
understand this well, yet he remains
just
wanting to stay in power a little longer

committed to separatism,
at any cost. Therefore, the Popular
Party will not waste a minute and will
continue to be the alternative to the
chaos of the socialist government.
Sanchez has kept the separatist
"orocés' alive and will not hesitate to
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continue feeding it if it serves his political survival.

As Alberto Nunez Feijéo concluded at the end of his speech in the National
Executive Committee of the Popular Party, where he analyzed these Catalan
elections, '"The Popular Party is the alternative to Catalonia's independence
movement, the alternative to Sanchezs paralysis and his allies, and the
alternative to defending the equality and prosperity of Spaniards and the
Spanish democracy in Europe.”




******
*****
******

*****
******
*****
******

Carlos Antonio
Giménez
Congressman (Florida's
28th Congressional
District). Born in Cuba
and the first career
firefighter paramedic
elected to the House

of Representatives. He
served as the Chief

of Fire for the City of
Miami and as the Mayor 7 &
of Miami-Dade County.

Tik Tok is a tool
of Chinese influence

The author analyzes in his article the
functioning of the Tik Tok application and
the diversion of personal information it
accumulates towards China.

Furthermore, he points out the risks this
may pose for the USA and the Western
world and warns about the consequences
of the lack of action regarding this reality.




-ﬁ< Tok is a weapon of the Chinese
Communist Party. The appis usedby
over 150 million Americans, nearly half
of the population of the United States.
Unlike other social media companies,
its parent companyByteDance ,
under the influence of the Chinese
Communist Party (CCP), which not
only conducts mass surveillance on its
people, oppresses
concentration camps, but also floods
our country with fentanyl. Users
inadvertently

is

Uyghurs in

relinquish troves of
personal data, includingmessages,
and search histories, directly to this
regime by using the app. Despite
CEO
claiming that’American'sdata has
alwaysbeen storedin Virginia and
Singapore,”investigations have found

assurances from TiKToKs
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that tax forms, social security
numibers, and other sensitive US.
citizen user dataare storedin senvers in
mainland Ching, at the fingertips of

the Chinese Commmunist Party.

That is why | voted for the bipartisan
2lst Century Peace through Strength
Act \which was recently signed into
law. The hill requires companies that
are owned and controlled by foreign
adversaries of the United States to
divest their interests from those
adversaries within a year or face a
prohibition in the United States. This
divestiture from TikTok is crucial to
ensuring American data does not fall
into the hands of the Chinese
Communist Party, safeguarding our
constitutional right to privacy. The
current refusal to divest demonstrates
ByteDance's prioritization of pervasive
data acquisition and undue influence
over American freedom of expression.

Social media is a product of American
innovation and should reflect our
values, asa free, open space for citi-



https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/8038/titles
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/8038/titles

-zens to actively engage,
communicate, and discuss the day's
challenges. As Americans, we cherish
our right to free speech — in our
community, we understand this too
well because many of us know what
it's like to live without it-. As the only
Cuban-born Member of Congress, |
am beyond committed to continuing
to defend this right across all media
platforms. However, TiKTok operates
Not as a bastion of free expression but
as a mechanism controlled by the
Chinese Communist Party to harvest
our valuable data and weaponize it for
the CCP's nefarious purposes.

Communist China represents a

significant challenge as our most for-

"Social media is a
product of American
innovation and should
reflect our values
as a [ree, open space...”
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midable adversary, engaging us on
multiple fronts In a complex,
multidimensional  contest.  This
iINcludes risky economic strategies,
military posturing, and a battle for
ideological dominance. Through this
multipronged approach, the regime
iN Beijing is strategically working to
advance its own totalitarian vision for
the world — a world dominated by
dictatorships and  tyranny,
freedom and democracy.

Not

The CCP's Belt and Road Initiative has
enslaved developing countries from
Africa to Latin America through

predatory instruments of debt
finance. Communist China is
implanting its footprint globally

throughinfrastructure , and green
energy technology , allbehind the
facade of ushering in a new era of
trade. Right on our doorstep,
China
millions into LatinAmerica'senergy
infrastructure . Chinese corporations
now control the electricity sector in

Peru's Capital, Lima.

Communist Is  iNnvesting



However, despite dominating the
supply of green energy technologies
critical to the Net-Zero movement,
losing the
economic war, and its economy is

Communist China is

waning.

Over the past few years, the Chinese
Communist Party has built up its
military and nuclear arsenal. Since
Putin’s illegal invasion of Ukraine, the
CCP has supplied Russia with the
tools and technology to produce
drones, missiles, and aircraft. They are
also engaging in mass proliferation of
Nuclear technology and weapons to
their tradepartners -building their
Nuclear stockpile to become the
thirdlargestnuclear power in the

world.

A powerful axis ofnuclearpowers in
Russia and Communist China is a
terrifying thought. TikTok is just
another weapon in the CCP's ever-
growing arsenal —and it was rightfully
exposed in a historic, bipartisan vote in
Congress.
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After the horrific assault on the
democratic, Jewish State of Israel
byHamas terrorists,
Beiing propagated a campaign
through TiKToks algorithm by
rewarding content critical of Israel. In
its pathetic attempt to influence our
youth and undermine the United
States, the CCP has weaponized
TiKTok for its own cynical schemes

the regime in

and geopoalitical quests. This was on
full display on college campuses
across the country, where many
violent, pro-Hamas groups organized
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on TikKTok and spread hateful antisemitic content. Make no mistake, this is
Communist China's doing, and | definitely do not want my grandchildren and
our future generations to live in a world dominated by the Communist regime
in Beijing. Our relations with Communist China will define the 21 st century,
and America must continue innovating to maintain  our competitive
advantage and continue being the freest, most prosperous society in the
history of the world.




Paloma
Valencia
Laserna

Senator of
Colombia for the
Democratic Center
party since 2014.

Colombia with Petro:
dangerous advance of the
guerrilla and the populism

The author analyzes President Petro's rise to
power, along with the promises he made
during his campaign, which were replaced in
his administration by a completely different
agenda,  filled with  1ideology, social
persecution, and attempts to modify the
Colombian institutional system.

Likewise, she examines the effects populism
is having on the economic and social reality
of her country.




C olombia seems to be entering the
disastrous path that other Latin
American countries, tormented by
populist already
traveled. Very few voters of Gustavo
Petro believed that his election would
boring us so close to the abyss we now

regimes, have

teeteron.

Although President Gustavo Petro
was a member of a guerrilla group
called MI9, during the campaign, no
one remembered his past. Those
guerrillas were pioneers in terrorism
with  the kidnapping of the
Dominican  Republic  emlbassy,
precursors of the assassination of
union leaders whom they tortured
and killed, and they initiated the
extortive kidnapping of civilians, paid
by drug cartels. They entered the
Supreme Court of Justice to destroy
the files that would lead to extradition,
an event that led to the extermination
of our magistrates. | am convinced
that the vast majority of his voters did
not understand what that meant. The
Colombian youth who did not
experience the violence do not know
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what we lived through.

Colombians did not vote for a socialist
adventure; they believed they were
voting for a social democrat who
promised solutions to the challenges
of  inequality, poverty,
underdevelopment that plague our

and

entire continent. Petro was elected
with a discourse that gave the
impression that, since the arrival of
Columbus, nothing had been done in
our country. He convinced citizens
that the lack of progress was due to
the unwillingness of the rulers, all of
whom were corrupt and inept. This
theory of "voluntarism" is where
everything is resolved because this



ruler-unlike all the others-does have
the will combined with the idea-
media-that
everything has a simple solution.
Citizens voted for change that had
the will and would, therefore, solve all

recurrent on  social

problems with a magic wand.

We were seduced by populism, and
as with all populisms, the results do
not appear. Words, speeches, and
promises remain, while discontent
with what does not change and what
does not happen beginsto grow.

"We were seduced
by populism, and as
with all populisms, the
results do not appear....”

That would be just a bad democratic
adventure, but there is much more.
The guerrilla fighter-wiling to kil to
impose his ideas-has reappeared
with ferocity. Today, we know Petro's
state project, ready to destroy the
achievements of several decades to
impose the absurd whims of the
radical left.
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After the failure of many state
systems, Colombia naturally migrated
towards mixed systems, where the
public sector competed in providing
services with the private sector.
Things, although not moving at the
speed we wanted and needed, were
progressing. However, the govern-
ment decided to exclude the private
sector.

Despite the excellent results of the
mixed health system, which, while
not perfect, was an example for
developing countries, we are on the
brink of its total destruction. The
studies showing that the system was
the greatest social achievement of
Colombia in recent decades were of
no use. The government did not
compare the system with those
already existing in the neighborhood
but with the discourse where
everything is perfect. It found flaws
that, of course, exist and, through
budget cuts, created a crisis to
IMmpose a state system very similar to
the one we had to abandon after a
resounding failure.



The same istrue in the pension sector,
it decided to practically
liquidate private pension administra-
tion funds to return to the system
where the young pay the pensions of
the old. Despite demographic

where

forecasts, we returned to the practice
of bequeathing unpayable debts to
new generations. And now, he is
targeting public service companies,
arguing that high rates require the
President to set them, not the experts.
Moreover, under the guise of an
environmentalist discourse, he bann-
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ed the current and future exploitation
of Colombian gas and oil from
Maduro's regime. Fortunately, US.
sanctions will prevent him from doing
so. The private economy has stopped
growing, and investment fell by 13%
this quarter.

Meanwhile, violence is once again
lbecoming our daily reality. Homicides,
kidnappings, and massacres have
increased. Under the name of Total
Peace, he has granted leftist guetrillas
a ceasefire that has allowed them to
iNncrease their number by more than
3500 armed men just during this
government. Today, we have more
men in illegal arms than before the
Havana agreement with the FARC.
The two FARC dissidences have
increased their territorial presence
from 230 municipalities to 299.

Under the pretext that they are
insurgent groups, the government
wants to grant them impunity. The
truth is that they are not insurgents
but
guerrillas like the one the President
belonged to.

para-governmental  armies,
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The most serious thing is that the President now intends to impose a
constituent process. No political sector accepts it, yet there are rumors
indicating he is thinking on starting the process, without adhering to the
existing constitutional precepts.

The President says that what matters is the substance, not the form. It will be a
coup détat. And in light of this, we all wonder if those guetrillas, to whom the
government has granted so many benefits, will support the President's political
project with their weapons. If so, even darker times await our Colombia.

/\
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Former U.S. Ambassador
and permanent
representative to the
United Nations Agencies.
He was the Director of
the Peace Corps and
Senior Vice President of
Government Affairs for
Southern California
Edison (SCE).

——  The meaning of U.S. and
Mexico’s 2024 elections

The author analyzes the elections that

will take place this year in Mexico and
the U.S.

He also describes the main candidates
who will compete in them and examines
the impact that the outcome could have
for each country and for the bilateral
relationship.




-l_he future of North America hinges
on two major elections this year.
Mexico and the US. will hold general
elections-Mexico's will be the biggest
its history. The USls
unprecedented repeat of 2020. For
millions of Mexican Americans, 2024

N an

focuses attention on many of the
sources of pride—and anxiety—that
characterize identification with the
two countries.

First, a little context. The interrelations
between the United States and
Mexico have experienced a notable
surge, marked by deepening family
and economic ties, a common
struggle with  migration
narcotrafficking, and an increasingly

and

shared cultural heritage. Mexico sur-
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passed Canada to become the US!s
top trading partner in 2023 Port
Laredo was the busiest US's port. This
has created a sense of pride among
Mexicans and Mexican Americans.

From the US. perspective Mexico
in the
between former President Trump
and President Biden. The Biden camp
Is eager to promote what he touts as

figures prominently race

“Bidenomics,” particularly the effects
of legislative initiatives such as the
CHIPS Act and the Inflation Reduction
Act (IRA), that have accelerated the
“friendshoring” trend of global supply
chains relocating closer to the North
American market. Mexico has been a
major beneficiary of that trend, its rise
to become the US's top trading
partner driven in part by one export.
automobiles.

Meanwhile, the Trump campaign has
sought to call out the Biden
administration for record migration
over the southern border. The US's
broken asylum system and the
of migrants

surging  numbers

escaping economic and social crisis



around the hemisphere-Venezuela,
Haiti,
Created a mess that may very well
define the election. Beyond the
border, fentanyl overdoses around
the country are putting pressure on
the bilateral relationship. According to

Ecuador, Peru, Cuba-have

the Council on Foreign Relations,
since 2000, “more than a million
people in the United States have died
of drug overdoses, the majority of
which were due to opioids.” Calls from
some
against the Mexican cartels they
believe are responsible for trafficking

leaders for armed action

the deadly product have polled well
with Americans on both sides of the
aisle. Meanwhile, a draft bill known as
the Americas Act, which seeks to
build on successful elements of the
US-Mexico-Canada Agreement and
build prosperity in the region, is
gaining traction with both parties in
Congress.

June's elections in Mexico will be the
biggest in its history, with more than
20000 positions up for grabs.
Mexicans are poised to elect their first
woman president among the two
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leading candidates: former Mexico
City Mayor Claudia Sheinbaum and
Senator Xochitl Galvez This fact too, is
a source of pride for Mexicans and for

Mexican Americans. Mexico
achieving this historic milestone, in a
political always
welcoming for women in politics, will

resonate in lboth countries.

culture Nnot

Yet either candidate will inherit
enormous challenges. Economic and
social inequality will be a priority for
the new administration, as will
security concerns and cartel violence.
This election cycle is already shaping
up to be more violent than previous

ones, with more candidates and pre-



candidates assassinated, threatened,
and harassed than ever. Narcotra-
fficking and insecurity are of course
not Mexicos problem alone. The
product they move—from cocaine
and fentanyl to the avocados and
imes they tax in territories they
control—are destined for export to
the US. and other markets. Similarly,
many of the high-powered arms they
use to take on Mexican authorities are
bought legally across the border and
smuggled tothe cartels.

There are over 12 million Mexican
Americans eligible to vote in Mexico's
elections. They sent over $63 billion to
Mexico in remittances in 2023 a
growth of 76% over the previous year,
so naturally they have a stake in how
the country is run. This group is
perhaps the most visible and
important aspect of US-Mexican
relations and will have an outsized
impact on both elections and the
future of North America. That is, if they
vote In Mexicos elections, which
historically, they do not Less than
70,000 voted inthe last cycle. Ifthey
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"This election cycle is
already shaping up to
be more violent than
previous ones, with more
candidates and pre-
candidates assassinaled,
threatened, than ever...”

turned out in greater numbers, this
cohort could swing elections in
Mexico. That is also true in the US,
where Mexican American voters have

an outsized impact on elections in

critical swing states such as Nevada
and Arizona. Keep an eye on this
community—where they go in 2024,
so goes North Ametrica.
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Whatever happens in June and November, the US. and Mexico are inextricably
linked. The next Administration in Los Pinos must work on enhancing security,
strengthening independent institutions, the rule of law and ensuring a robust
Macro-economic climate. For the US, this relationship is formidable and critical
to U.S.economic prosperity and its overall national security.

As an American of Mexican descent, | view the relationship between Mexico
and the United States as vital and essential to economic growth and
opportunity. Participation in the electoral process in Mexico and the U. S. would
send a strong signal to policymakers that public expectations for a collaborative
relationship remain high and relevant.
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The aftershocks

of the fall of the
Berlin Wall are not over

The author reviews the fall of the Berlin Wall, the
expansions of the European Union, and the
accession of countries that were previously under
the Soviet regime.

Additionally, he connects the evolution of these
events with Russia's attacks on Ukraine, the events
in Georgia, the 1intergovernmental military
alliance between Armenia, Belarus, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Russia, and Tajikistan, and the
situation caused by Azerbaijan taking control of
Nagorno-Karabakh.




Twenty—ﬁve years after the fall of the
Berlin Wall in 1989, the aftereffects of
this geopolitical earthquake remain
very intense. It took 15 years, until May
1, 2004, for the European Union to

experience its fith and largest
expansion with ten new countries,
most of them from the former Soviet
Union: Poland, Slovakia, Slovenia, the
Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary,
Latvig, Lithuania, Cyprus, and Malta.
Bulgaria, Romania, and Croatia also
joined with the sixth and seventh

expansions in 2007 and 2013.

These countries share our Western
values of democracy and freedom
lbased on the principles of human
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rights, the rule of law, and individual
liberty. The expansions of the
European Union are, in fact, some of
the aftershocks of the fall of the Berlin
Wall.
earthquake was so significant that, 25
years later, the aftereffects have not
ended.

However, the geopoalitical

The escalation of Russia's attacks on
Ukraine must be understood as a
consequence of these historical
events. In the South Caucasus region,
Ceorgia's  political events are
aftereffects a quarter of a century later,
with a young population that wishes

to follow our Western values.

Now, let's focus on Armenia. In 2002,
the Collective Security Treaty
Organization (CSTO)
intergovernmental

Created an
military alliance
with Armenia, Belarus, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Russia, and Tajikistan, all
post-Soviet states. Article 4 of the
Collective  Security Treaty (CST)
reminds us of Article 5 of the North
Atlantic Treaty. The fundamental
principle is mutual military assistance
when state

a participating

experiences aggression.
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However, the situation drastically changed when Azerbaijan took control of
Nagorno-Karabakh, and the present situation on the border between Armenia

and Azerbaijan isalarming.

Considering Russia's attitude, Armenia decided - in the fall of 2023 - to freeze its
participation in the CSTO and is now seeking help from the European Union
through the European Peace Facility. Once again, this is a shift In the
geopolitical landscape.

All these events prove that our value system, based on a free market economy,
a democratic political systerm, and inalienable human rights, remains a
reference for many countries.

The fall of the Berlin Wall is not over.
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The pink galaxy is
— a danger to democracy

In this article, the author collects the main
arguments that he has developed in the book “The
Pink Galaxy - How the Sao Paulo Forum, the Puebla
Group, and their international allies undermine
democracy 1in Latin America” published by the
Political Dialogue platform of the Konrad Adenauer
Foundation.

In his book, he explains how the Sdo Paulo Forum,
the Puebla Group, and their international allies
legitimize dictatorships, defend alliances with
authoritarian powers, and use disinformation to
weaken democratic institutions in Latin America.




-l_he Sao Paulo Forum and the
Puebla Group were protagonists and
heirs of the so-called “pink tide” of left-
wing governments that spread
throughout the region at the
beginning of the millennium.

There is a lot of talk about them, but
little is known. The Sao Paulo Forum
the Puebla Group were
protagonists and are heirs of the so-
called “pink tide” of leftist govern-
ments that spread throughout the
region at the beginning of the

and

millennium.  While  governments
related to these spaces have set the
tone for the region during the last two
decades, there is also a dramatic
erosion of democratic institutions.

Both phenomena are closely
intertwined. The actors of the first pink
tide have become a pink galaxy that
today comprises left-wing actors,
iNstitutions, and associations that,
behind a progressive  facade,
undermine the principles of liberal
democracy. The Sao Paulo Forum,
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today the organization of political
parties with the most governmentsin
Latin America, and the Puebla Group,
a group of left-wing activists, are just
two of several institutions in the pink
galaxy.

Among others, it is also worth
mentioning the Latin  American
Council of Social Sciences (CLACSO)
as a disseminator of highly biased
academic
publications and the Progressive
International (Progressive internatio-

communications and

nal) that connects Latin Ametrican
leftist organizations with their peers
outside the region.

Although democratically legitimate
stars are united with authoritarian
planets in all these constellations, the
latter dominate them. Thus, the pink
galaxy forms a platform of support for
dictatorships. It particularly highlights

"The pink galaxy forms a
platform of support
for dictatorships....”



the central role that Culba continues
to play in this context. Havanais a kind
of socialist Vatican, a unifying element
whose dogmas are not questioned.

Shared ideology

The pink galaxy operates in some
areas according to the logic of a
transnational leftist
party. It shares a solid ideological base,
has formalized and institutionalized

authoritarian

channelss, and a
instinct  for lts
extensive network of people and

coordination
corporate POWe.
organizations serves to support each
letters of support, to
intercede in conflicts with the justice
system, support  similar
candidacies in international organiza-
tions.

other via

or 1o

It opposes “neoliberalism” and
“imperialism” from the United States.
It rejects the conception of liberal
democracy its
replacement by a more “radical” or
“participatory’ democracy. He is very

skilled at spreading his narratives.

and demands

One of them is the so-called “lawfare,”
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an alleged political persecution
against left-wing leaders such as the
former Argentine president Cristina
Fernandez de Kirchner, the former
Ecuadorian president Rafael Correa or
the former Peruvian coup president
Pedro Castillo. At the same time, the
actors of the pink galaxy ignore or
defend the trampling of the rights
and freedoms of political opponents

iN Cuba, Nicaragua, or Venezuela.

IN this context, the thunderous silence
regarding the exclusion of Maria
Corina Machado from the presiden-
tial
significant.

elections In  Venezuela is

Global actors

This constellation is also fertile ground
for authoritarian foreign powers such
as Russia, Ching, and Iran. They share
with the pink galaxy their rejection of

MAY 2024



Western liberal values, particularly the
United States. The Kremlin has
acquired a unigue role in this context.
lts media is headed by Actualidad RT
ike the
HispanTV, an absolute alignment

show, lranian channel
with the pink galaxy. This closeness
between Russia and the pink galaxy is
Sshown oN NUMErous Occasions.
lack  of
Russian

the
the
iINvasion of Ukraine in statements by
the Puebla Group and the Sao Paulo
Forum, the joint organization in the
middle of the war of Academic
Forums by CLACSO and the Russian
agency Sputnik in Saint Petersburg or
the massive participation of people
from the orbit of the pink galaxy in a
Russia-Latin America Parliamentary

Examples
condemnation

are
of

Forum organized by the Russian
in  October 2023
Moscow with the participation of
Viadimir Putin.

parliament iN

An extensive network

The proximity to Russia, Ching, and
Iran helps better understand some
recent geopolitical comments by left-
wing leaders.
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Thus, Lula da Silva, as co-founder of
the S3o Paulo Forum, one of the
fundamental figures of the pink
galaxy, questioned Viladimir Putin’s
responsibility in the death of the
Russian opponent Alexei Navalny
while President Gustavo Petro
compared, like Lula, Israels war in
Gaza with the genocide by the Nazi
dictatorship in Germany. The latteris a

narrative spread by Iran.

The pink galaxy itself is an actor that
seriously damages democracy in
Latin America while building bridges
so that foreign authoritarian actors
region for their
ends. By being
permanent attack mode

appealing to primary
emotions such as fear, anger, or

can use the
geopolitical N
and

negative

frustration, the pink galaxy often
Manages to evade criticism of its own

lack of democratic coherence

surprisingly well.

"The pink galaxy itself is an
actor that seriously
damages democracy in
Latin America...”
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Thisiswhy it is essential to make the actors, allies, and ways of acting of the pink
galaxy transparent. It is time for democrats of all political stripes to join ranks

against thisthreat.

KONRAD
4 ADENAUER
m STIFTUNG

Cémo el Foro de Sao Paulo, el Grupo de Puebla
y sus aliados internacionales socavan
la democracia en América Latina







